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Foreword 
This amended Condamine and Balonne Resource Operations Plan, implements provisions of the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

area, which was not dealt with when the initial resource operations plan was finalised in 2008.  

operations plan for the full plan area that was released for public comment in July 2007. However, 
although provisions for the upper and middle parts of the plan area were implemented under the 

was deferred. 

proposals and consideration of the issues that were raised in the submissions received following release 
of the draft plan.  

The amended provisions principally implement the water resource plan in the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area, including the St George Water Supply Scheme. 

In achieving this, the plan now provides for the sustainable management of surface water, including 
overland flow water, in the lowermost reaches of the plan area. Important outcomes of the initial plan 
that will favour new standards of innovation and efficiency will now be in effect throughout the entire 
water resource plan area. Collectively, these outcomes will help the communities of the Condamine and 
Balonne basin maximise the benefits they derive from these vital resources. Foremost among the 
amended provisions is the conversion of more than 300 entitlements to tradable water allocations and 
the granting of overland flow licences for existing floodplain storages. 

In addition, the plan sets out rules that will guide supplemented water management in the St George 
Water Supply Scheme. The rules will also ensure that available water is equitably shared among users 
throughout the cycle of wet and dry and set out the parameters that will guide water allocation trading—
most notably in the supply scheme. 

Flow management rules will support improved flow outcomes for the Culgoa Floodplain and Narran 
Lakes wetlands—natural assets of international significance that are listed under the Ramsar 
Convention. The rules allow for the real-time management of individual events that will favour the 
natural variability of the river system and the health of its plant and animal communities. Importantly, 
the provisions specify the monitoring and reporting requirements that will be used to assess the 
effectiveness of the resource operations plan in implementing goals of the water resource plan. 

I would like to thank the many groups and individuals, including the Lower Balonne Water Resources 
Ministerial Advisory Council, who participated in bringing this important plan to completion. 

 

 

 

John Bradley 
Director-General 
Department of Environment and Resource Management

Proposals for managing water resources in the Lower Balonne were included in a draft resource 

Now, provisions for the Lower Balonne have been finalised following a full review of the original 

The amended provisions address implementation arrangements for the Lower Balonne part of the plan 

resource operations plan that came into effect in December 2008, implementation in the Lower Balonne 
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Chapter 1 Preliminary 

1 Short title 
(1) This resource operations plan may be cited as the Condamine and Balonne Resource 

Operations Plan 2008. 

(2) Reference in this document to ‘this plan’ means the Condamine and Balonne Resource 
Operations Plan 2008. 

2 Commencement of the resource operations plan 
(1) This plan commenced on 15 December 2008. 

(2) The amendment to this plan, made under section 1003B of the Water Act 2000, 
commences on the day of commencement of section 1003B of the Water Act 2000. 

3 Purpose of plan 
This plan implements the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

4 Interpretation of words used in this plan 
The dictionary in Attachment 1 defines particular words used in this plan. 

5 Plan area 
This plan applies to the area shown as the plan area on the map in Attachment 2. 

6 Water to which this plan applies 
This plan applies to the following water in the plan area— 

(a) water in a watercourse or lake; 

(b) water in springs not connected to— 

(i) artesian water; or 

(ii) subartesian water connected to artesian water. 

(c) overland flow water, other than water in springs connected to— 

(i) artesian water; or 

(ii) subartesian water connected to artesian water. 

7 Water supply schemes 
(1) Each of the water supply schemes shown in the map in Attachment 3 is a water supply 

scheme for this plan— 

(a) the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme; 

(b) the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme; 

(c) the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme; and 

(d) the St George Water Supply Scheme. 

(2) The Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme includes— 

(a) the watercourses used for the purposes of distribution and storage of 
supplemented water in the scheme described in Attachment 3(A), Table 1; and 
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(b) the infrastructure associated with the resource operations licence for the 
scheme described in Attachment 3(A), Tables 2–10. 

(3) The Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme includes— 

(a) the watercourses used for the purposes of distribution and storage of 
supplemented water in the scheme described in Attachment 3(B), Table 1; and 

(b) the infrastructure associated with the resource operations licence for the 
scheme described in Attachment 3(B), Table 2. 

(4) The Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme includes— 

(a) the watercourses used for the purposes of distribution and storage of 
supplemented water in the scheme described in Attachment 3(C), Table 1; and 

(b) the infrastructure associated with the resource operations licence for the 
scheme described in Attachment 3(C), Table 2. 

(5) The St George Water Supply Scheme includes— 

(a) the watercourses used for the purposes of distribution and storage of 
supplemented water in the scheme described in Attachment 3(D), Table 1; and 

(b) the infrastructure associated with the resource operations licence for the 
scheme described in Attachment 3(D), Tables 2–6. 

8 Water management areas—Water Regulation 2002, section 56(4A) 
(1) Each of the water management areas shown on the following maps is a water 

management area for this plan— 

(a) for the Upper Condamine Water Management Area—Attachment 4(A), 
Map 1; 

(b) for the Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area—Attachment 4(B), 
Map 1; 

(c) for the Condamine and Balonne Tributaries Water Management Area—
Attachment 4(D), Map 1; and 

(d) for the Lower Balonne Water Management Area—Attachment 4(C), Map 1. 

(2) A water management area includes— 

(a) each part of a watercourse, lake or spring that lies within the water 
management area; 

(b) those parts of land where there is access to floodwater from a watercourse or 
lake within the water management area; and 

(c) for the Lower Balonne Water Management Area, in addition to subsections (a) 
and (b), those parts of land where there is access to overland flow water within 
the water management area. 

9 Resource operations plan zones  
(1) Each of the zones shown on the following maps is a resource operations plan zone 

(zone) for supplemented water for this plan— 

(a) zones for the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 5(A), 
Map 1; 

(b) zones for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 5(B), 
Map 1; 
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(c) zones for the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 5(C), 
Map 1; and 

(d) zones for the St George Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 5(D), Map 1. 

(2) Each of the zones shown on the following maps is a resource operations plan zone 
(zone) for unsupplemented water for this plan— 

(a) zones for the Upper Condamine Water Management Area—Attachment 4(A), 
Sheets UC1 to UC4; 

(b) zones for the Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area—
Attachment 4(B), Sheets CB1 to CB2; 

(c) zones for the Condamine and Balonne Tributaries Water Management Area—
Attachment 4(D), Map 1; and 

(d) zones for the Lower Balonne Water Management Area—Attachment 4(C), 
Sheets LB1 and LB2. 

(3) Each zone— 

(a) for supplemented water is described in— 

(i) Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme Zones—Attachment 5(A), 
Table 1; 

(ii) Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme Zones—Attachment 5(B), 
Table 1; 

(iii) Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme Zones—Attachment 5(C), 
Table 1; and 

(iv) St George Water Supply Scheme Zones—Attachment 5(D), Table 1. 

(b) for unsupplemented water is described in— 

(i) Upper Condamine Management Area Zones—Attachment 4(A), 
Table 1; 

(ii) Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area Zones—
Attachment 4(B), Table 1; 

(iii) Condamine and Balonne Tributaries Water Management Area 
Zones—Attachment 4(D), Table 1; and 

(iv) Lower Balonne Water Management Area Zones—Attachment 4(C), 
Table 1. 

(4) A zone for unsupplemented water includes— 

(a) each part of a watercourse, lake or spring that lies within the water 
management area; and 

(b) those parts of land where there is access to floodwater from a watercourse or 
lake within the water management area; and 

(c) for the Lower Balonne Water Management Area, in addition to subsections (a) 
and (b), those parts of land where there is access to overland flow water within 
the water management area. 

(5) A zone for supplemented water includes— 

(a) each part of a watercourse, lake or spring that lies within the zone; and 

(b) those parts of tributaries that lie within the zone where there is access to flow 
or pondage from a watercourse or lake. 
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10 Information about areas, schemes and zones 
(1) The exact location of the boundaries of the plan area, water supply schemes, water 

management areas and zones are held in digital electronic form by the department. 

(2) The information held in digital electronic form can be reduced or enlarged to show the 
details of the boundaries. 

11 Purpose of a water allocation 
(1) Water taken under a water allocation must be used only for the purpose stated on that 

water allocation. 

(2) Subsection 1 does not apply to water taken under a seasonal water assignment, unless 
the purpose stated on the allocation is distribution loss. 

12 Departmental Water Monitoring Data Collection Standard 
(1) Where this plan requires monitoring by a resource operations licence holder, including 

measurement, collection, analysis and storage of the data, the resource operations 
licence holder must ensure the monitoring is consistent with the Water Monitoring 
Data Collection Standard1. 

(2) The Water Monitoring Data Collection Standard may be reviewed and updated by the 
chief executive at any time. 

(3) The chief executive must notify the resource operations licence holder at least 20 
business days before any substantive changes are made to the Water Monitoring Data 
Collection Standard. 

13 Departmental Water Monitoring Data Reporting Standard 
(1) Where this plan requires transfer of data or reporting by a resource operations licence 

holder, the resource operations licence holder must ensure the transfer or reporting is 
consistent with the Water Monitoring Data Reporting Standard2. 

(2) The Water Monitoring Data Reporting Standard may be reviewed and updated by the 
chief executive at any time. 

(3) The chief executive must notify the resource operations licence holder at least 20 
business days before any substantive changes are made to the Water Monitoring Data 
Reporting Standard. 

14 Metering 
(1) A measuring device, which complies with the standards approved by the chief 

executive, must be used to measure the volume of water taken under a water 
entitlement or seasonal water assignment in the plan area. 

(2) Subsection 1 applies— 

(a) from the day the water entitlement is declared to be a metered entitlement 
under the Water Regulation 2002, Part 7; and 

(b) in the circumstances mentioned in the Water Regulation 2002. 

                                                      
1  The Water Monitoring Data Collection Standard can be accessed at: <www.derm.qld.gov.au> or inspected at any of the 

department’s offices. 
2  The Water Monitoring Data Reporting Standard can be accessed at: <www.derm.qld.gov.au> or inspected at any of the 

department’s offices. 
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(3) Subsection 1 does not apply to water entitlements for stock purposes or for domestic 
purposes. 

(4) The resource operations licence holder for the Upper Condamine Water Supply 
Scheme must meter, in accordance with the standards approved by the chief executive, 
the taking of water under those water allocations managed under the resource 
operations licence. 

(5) The resource operations licence holder for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 
must meter, in accordance with the standards approved by the chief executive, the 
taking of water under those water allocations managed under the resource operations 
licence. 

(6) The resource operations licence holder for the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 
must meter, in accordance with the standards approved by the chief executive, the 
taking of water under those water allocations managed under the resource operations 
licence. 

(7) The resource operations licence holder for the St George Water Supply Scheme must 
meter, in accordance with the standards approved by the chief executive, the taking of 
water under those water allocations managed under the resource operations licence. 

(8) The distribution operations licence holder referred to in section 45B must meter, in 
accordance with the standards approved by the chief executive, the taking of water 
under those water allocations distributed under the distribution operations licence. 

15 Operating and environmental management rules and monitoring requirements 
(1) The operating and environmental management rules and monitoring requirements of 

this plan do not apply in situations where carrying out those rules and requirements 
would be unsafe to a person or entity. 

(2) Under circumstances where subsection 1 applies, the resource operations licence 
holder— 

(a) must comply with the reporting requirements for operational or emergency 
incidents in accordance with Chapter 14; and 

(b) may submit an interim program for implementing the rules and requirements 
in accordance with section 16. 

16 Interim program 
(1) The chief executive must implement the requirements of this plan as soon as is 

practicable. 

(2) Subsections 3 to 11 apply where the resource operations licence holder is unable to 
meet the requirements of this plan. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must— 

(a) within 2 months of commencement of this plan, submit a statement of current 
programs to the chief executive for approval; and 

(b) within 6 months of commencement of this plan, submit a program for meeting 
the requirements of this plan to the chief executive for approval, including a 
timetable and interim methods to be used. 

(4) The resource operations licence holder may, where an emergency or operational 
incident results in an inability to comply with rules or requirements of this plan, submit 
an interim program for meeting the requirements of this plan to the chief executive for 
approval. The program must include a timetable and interim methods to be used. 
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(5) Where a program submitted under this section relates to the Water Monitoring Data 
Collection Standard, the program must include the accuracy of methods currently used. 

(6) The chief executive, in considering a program submitted under this section, may 
request additional information. 

(7) The chief executive, in considering a program submitted under this section, may 
either— 

(a) approve the program with or without conditions; 

(b) amend and approve the amended program; or  

(c) require the resource operations licence holder to submit a proposal for a 
revised program. 

(8) Within 10 business days of making a decision on a program submitted under this 
section, the chief executive must notify the resource operations licence holder of the 
decision. 

(9) Following approval of the program by the chief executive, the resource operations 
licence holder must— 

(a) implement and operate in accordance with the approved program; and 

(b) publish details of the approved program on their internet site. 

(10) Where there is conflict between the provisions of this plan and the provisions of an 
approved program, the approved program prevails for the time that the approved 
program is in place. 

(11) Where this section applies, the resource operations licence holder may continue to 
operate under the current program until the program submitted under this section is 
approved. 

17 Sustainable management of water 
This plan, in implementing the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004, provides 
for the sustainable management of water by— 

(a) allowing for the allocation of water and contributing to the fair, orderly and 
efficient allocation of water to meet community needs, including economic 
development in accordance with ecologically sustainable development 
principles, by— 

(i) regulating overland flow water; 

(ii) granting authorisations for the management of, taking of and 
interfering with water; 

(iii) establishing water allocations that are tradable and separate from land; 

(iv) requiring entitlements to be metered; 

(v) detailing the operating, environmental management and water sharing 
rules for supplemented and unsupplemented entitlement holders; and 

(vi) providing change rules and seasonal water assignment rules for water 
allocations in the plan area. 

(b) protecting the biological diversity and health of natural ecosystems and 
contributing to the protection and, if practicable, reversing the degradation of 
water, watercourses, lakes, springs, natural ecosystems and other resources 
by— 
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(i) detailing the operating, environmental management and water sharing 
rules for the resource operations licence holders; 

(ii) detailing change rules and seasonal water assignment rules for water 
allocations in the plan area; 

(iii) detailing arrangements for the collection and assessment of data by the 
chief executive relating to Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) 
Plan 2004 general ecological outcomes; 

(iv) detailing water and natural ecosystem monitoring responsibilities for 
resource operations licence holders for the plan area; and 

(v) detailing processes for dealing with applications for water licences 
relating to unsupplemented water in watercourses, lakes and springs. 

(c) contributing to improving the confidence of water users regarding the 
availability and security of water entitlements by— 

(i) granting authorisations for the management of, taking of and 
interfering with water;  

(ii) establishing water allocations that are separate from land and 
registered on the Water Allocations Register;  

(iii) regulating overland flow water; 

(iv) detailing the operating, environmental management and water sharing 
rules for the resource operations licence holders; 

(v) detailing change rules and seasonal water assignment rules for water 
allocations in the plan area; 

(vi) detailing water and natural ecosystem monitoring responsibilities of 
the resource operations licence holders; 

(vii) detailing processes for dealing with applications for water licences 
relating to unsupplemented water in watercourses, lakes and springs; 

(viii) detailing arrangements for the collection and assessment of data by the 
chief executive relating to Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) 
Plan 2004 outcomes; and 

(ix) detailing stated amendments under section 106(b) of the Water 
Act 2000 that can be made to this plan. 

(d) contributing to increasing community understanding and participation in the 
sustainable management of water by clearly specifying rules and arrangements 
for the allocation and management of water in the plan area, including 
explanatory notes that provide details of the intent and application of each 
section of this plan. 

(e) identifying priorities and mechanisms for dealing with future water 
requirements by— 

(i) converting existing water entitlements into tradable water allocations 
that are separate from land; 

(ii) providing trading rules for water allocations in the plan area; and 

(iii) granting water entitlements to entities defined in the Water Resource 
(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 
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(f) regulating the taking of overland flow water by— 

(i) detailing a process for the licensing of the take of overland flow water; 
and 

(ii) metering and measuring the take of overland flow water. 

18 Addressing Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 outcomes 
(1) This plan addresses the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 

outcomes by— 

(a) specifying processes, rules and limits that are consistent with the 
environmental flow objectives and water allocation security objectives in the 
Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; and 

(b) providing monitoring and reporting arrangements to assist in the ongoing 
assessment of whether water allocation and management arrangements in the 
plan area will contribute to the achievement of the Water Resource 
(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 outcomes. 

(2) Attachment 6 lists the outcomes of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 
2004 and how the rules and requirements of this plan are linked to those outcomes. 

 

19 to 24 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 2 Dealing with water licences 

Part 1 Dealing with licence applications 

25 Application of Part 1 
(1) This part applies to each— 

(a) application for a water licence made under section 206 of the Water Act 2000; 
and 

(b) application to amend a water licence made under section 216 of the Water Act 
2000. 

(2) This part applies even if the application was made before the commencement of this 
plan. 

(3) This part does not apply to an application made under sections 221, 224, 225 or 229 of 
the Water Act 2000. 

26 Applications to be refused 
Unless this part explicitly provides for the chief executive to deal with an application, the chief 
executive must refuse the application. 

27 Applications to interfere with the flow of water in a watercourse to impound 
water 
(1) This section applies to each application to interfere with the flow of water or to 

increase the interference with the flow of water in a watercourse, lake or spring to 
impound water. 

(2) The chief executive may approve the application if— 

(a) the purpose of the proposed interference is to store water to enable the taking 
of water under a water allocation to supply town water; and  

(b) the application is made by a local government. 

(3) In deciding the application, the chief executive may approve the application only if the 
applicant has a water allocation that has been changed in accordance with sections 80, 
107, 130 or 148 or has been given a valid certificate under section 134 of the Water Act 
2000 for the change. 

(4) If the chief executive decides to approve the application, the water licence to be 
granted must contain conditions to the following effect— 

(a) a passing flow having regard to the flow threshold condition specified on a 
water allocation prior to the allocation’s amendment under either section 80, 
107, 130 or 148; and 

(b) a limit on the interference or increase in interference to an impoundment 
volume no greater than that necessary for the purpose, having regard to— 

(i) the conditions of the water allocation under which water will be taken 
to supply town water from the water stored as a result of the proposed 
interference or increase in interference; and  

(ii) the local availability of water. 
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28 Applications to amend a water licence 
(1) This section applies to each application to amend a water licence made under section 

216 of the Water Act 2000. 

(2) The chief executive must refuse the application if amending the licence would have 
one or more of the following effects within the plan area— 

(a) increase the amount of water that may be taken under the amended licence; 

(b) increase the amount of water that may be taken under other water entitlements 
that store water in the associated storage works; 

(c) change the location from which water may be taken unless to contiguous land; 

(d) adversely affect water entitlement holders, resource operations licence holders 
or natural ecosystems within the plan area; 

(e) the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 objectives would 
not be met. 

Part 2 Amending water licences to implement the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 

29 Application of Part 2 
This part applies to amending water licences under section 217 of the Water Act 2000. 

29A Amending water licences in the Lower Balonne Water Management Area 
(1) This section applies to the following water licences in the Lower Balonne Water 

Management Area— 

(a) water licence 27353Q; 

(b) water licence 49262Q; 

(c) water licence 59344Q; 

(d) water licence 49179WQ; and 

(e) water licence 54224Q. 

(2) The chief executive must amend the water licences mentioned in subsection 1 under 
section 217 of the Water Act 2000— 

(a) for water licence 27353Q—in accordance with Attachment 7, Table 1; 

(b) for water licence 49262Q—in accordance with Attachment 7, Table 2; 

(c) for water licence 59344Q—in accordance with Attachment 7, Table 3; 

(d) for water licence 49179WQ—in accordance with Attachment 7, Table 4; and 

(e) for water licence 54224Q—in accordance with Attachment 7, Table 5. 

30 Amending water licences for the purpose of stock and domestic use 
(1) Subsection 2 applies to a water licence that states a purpose of or similar to one or 

more of the following— 

(a) stock; 

(b) stock water; 

(c) stock watering; 
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(d) stock and domestic;  

(2) The chief executive may amend the water licence to— 

(a) include a condition that states— 

(i) a maximum rate for taking water under the licence, calculated in 
accordance with subsection 3; and 

(ii) a volumetric limit, calculated by using Tables 1 and 2 in the 
worksheet in Schedule 1 of the ‘Code for Self Assessable 
Development for Taking Overland Flow Water for Stock and 
Domestic Purposes’ and based on the standard stocking rates for the 
property. 

(b) change the purpose of the water licence to ‘any’. 

(3) The chief executive must determine the maximum rate mentioned in subsection 2(a)(i) 
in accordance with the following— 

(a) for an authorisation that states, in the schedule of terms on the authorisation, a 
rate for taking water—the stated rate; and 

(b) for an authorisation that states a pump size, other than for an axial flow 
pump—the information about pump sizes and maximum rates in 
Attachment 14; and 

(c) for an authorisation that states a pump size, for an axial flow pump—the 
information about pump sizes and maximum rates in Attachment 14; and 

(d) for an authorisation that states both a rate and a pump size, the lesser of the 
following— 

(i) the rate decided under subsection (a); 

(ii) the rate decided under subsection (b) or (c). 

(e) for another authorisation—the terms or conditions under which water may be 
taken under the authorisation. 

30A Amending water licences to interfere with the flow of water in a watercourse in 
the Lower Balonne distributary system 
(1) This section applies to water licences to interfere with the flow of water in the Lower 

Balonne distributary system. 

(2) To achieve the purposes of flow event management, the chief executive must amend 
each water licence to interfere referred to in subsection 1 under section 217 of the 
Water Act 2000 to include the following conditions— 

(a) for weirs greater than 430 megalitres storage capacity—inflows up to 
430 megalitres per day must be able to pass through the infrastructure; or 

(b) for weirs less than or equal to 430 megalitres storage capacity—inflows up to 
the capacity of the existing outlet pipe must be able to pass through the 
infrastructure. 
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31 Amendment to a water licence with a nil passing flow condition 
(1) Subsection 2 applies to a water licence that states a flow condition of ‘nil’ in the 

following water management areas— 

(a) Upper Condamine Water Management Area; 

(b) Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area; and 

(c) Condamine and Balonne Tributaries Water Management Area. 

(2) The chief executive may amend the water licence to one or both of the following— 

(a) a water licence for the purpose of ‘re-lift’; 

(b) a water licence that states a volumetric limit in megalitres (ML) per annum 
that does not increase the average annual volume of water that may be taken 
under the amended licence above the average annual volume authorised to be 
taken under the existing water licence. 

(3) For subsection 2(a), a ‘re-lift’ licence must— 

(a) state that the purpose is ‘re-lift’;  

(b) state the associated entitlement under which the water has been taken; 

(c) state when water may be taken under the licence. 

(4) The amended licence must not include a condition that states a limit on the area that 
can be irrigated. 

Part 3 Granting water licences and amending water 
licences for taking overland flow water 

32 Parts of the plan area where an authority may be replaced by a water licence 
(1) An authority for taking overland flow water under section 46 of the Water Resource 

(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 may be replaced with a water licence for any 
location in the plan area in accordance with the process described in section 39. 

(2) The chief executive may issue a licence in accordance with the process in section 34 to 
replace an authority for taking overland flow water using existing works or 
reconfiguration of existing works authorised under section 46 of the Water Resource 
(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

33 Certified reports for overland flow works  
(1) The chief executive may issue a notice requiring the owner of land on which existing 

works are located to provide the chief executive with a certified report prepared in 
accordance with the standards and requirements set out in the notice.  

(2) The certified report must include an accurate representation of— 

(a) the infrastructure to which the report relates; 

(b) how the infrastructure operates; and 

(c) the ability of the infrastructure to take overland flow water. 

(3) The certified report must be verified and signed by a Registered Professional Engineer 
of Queensland. 
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34 Water licences for taking overland flow water 
(1) A water licence for taking overland flow water— 

(a) must state at least one of the following— 

(i) a maximum rate at which water may be taken under the water licence 
in megalitres per day; 

(ii) a storage volume in megalitres; 

(iii) a volumetric limit for the licence; or 

(iv) an average annual diversion for the licence. 

(b) may state— 

(i) a limit on the amount of water that can be taken in a period; and 

(ii) a limit on the volume that can be stored at any time. 

(2) The chief executive must determine the conditions in accordance with sections 35 
to 38. 

(3) This section does not limit the conditions the chief executive may impose on a water 
licence for taking overland flow water. 

35 Determining the maximum rate for taking overland flow water 
If the chief executive decides to state a maximum rate on a water licence for taking overland 
flow water, the chief executive must consider the following matters when determining the 
rate— 

(a) for works that allow taking overland flow water using a pump—the 
information about pump sizes and maximum rates stated in Attachment 14; or 

(b) for works other than a pump that allow taking overland flow water using 
works—the information provided in a certified report provided in accordance 
with section 33. 

36 Determining the storage volume 
If the chief executive decides to state a storage volume on a water licence for taking overland 
flow water, the chief executive must determine the volume based on information provided in a 
certified report provided in accordance with section 33. 

37 Determining the volumetric limit for taking overland flow water 
(1) If the chief executive decides to state a volumetric limit on a water licence for taking 

overland flow water, the chief executive must consider the following matters in 
determining the limit— 

(a) the catchment characteristics; 

(b) the maximum rate determined under section 35; 

(c) the storage volume determined under section 36; 

(d) the pattern of usage demand from the storage based on water requirements 
having regard for the use being made of the water; and 

(e) the extent to which the storage works would be filled through the taking of 
water under other water authorisations. 

(2) Subsection 1 does not limit the matters the chief executive may consider. 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 14 

38 Determining the average annual diversion of overland flow water 
If the chief executive decides to state an average annual diversion on a water licence for taking 
overland flow water, the chief executive must consider the following matters in determining the 
average annual diversion— 

(a) the volumetric limit determined under section 37; and 

(b) any other matters that limit taking overland flow water under the water 
authorisation such as— 

(i) conditions; and  

(ii) any existing water sharing arrangements that relate to the 
authorisation. 

39 Granting or amending a water licence in accordance with section 48 of the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 
(1) The chief executive may— 

(a) under section 212 of the Water Act 2000, grant a water licence for taking 
overland flow water to replace an authority under section 46 of the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(b) under section 218 of the Water Act 2000, amend a water licence for taking 
overland flow water. 

(2) Before granting or amending a water licence under subsection 1, the chief executive 
must issue a notice to the owner of the land— 

(a) clearly identifying the existing works which relate to either— 

(i) an authority under section 46 of the Water Resource (Condamine and 
Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(ii) a water licence for taking overland flow water. 

(b) stating that a water licence will be granted or amended for taking overland 
flow water by the existing works. 

(3) A notice under subsection 2 may also request the owner of the land to provide a 
certified report about the existing works in accordance with section 33. 

(4) In making a decision about granting or amending a licence under subsection 1, the 
chief executive must consider— 

(a) the extent to which the existing works that allow taking— 

(i) overland flow water under— 

(A) an authority under section 46 of the Water Resource 
(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; and 

(B) a water licence. 

(ii) water, other than overland flow water, under another authorisation. 

(b) any certified report about the existing works made in accordance with 
section 33 made available to the chief executive. 

(5) In granting or amending a water licence for taking overland flow water, the chief 
executive must ensure the licence granted or amended is in accordance with section 34. 
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40 Granting or amending a water licence for overland flow to allow a change to a 
water allocation 
(1) This section applies if an application to change a water allocation is made under 

section 79, 106, 128 or 147 to remove a condition on a water allocation that states that 
water taken is stored conjunctively with overland flow water taken under either— 

(a) an authority under section 46 of the Water Resource (Condamine and 
Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(b) a water licence. 

(2) If the chief executive is satisfied that there may be an increase in the average annual 
volume of water that can be taken after the change to a water allocation is made under 
section 79, 106, 128 or 147, the chief executive must— 

(a) under section 212 of the Water Act 2000, grant a water licence for taking 
overland flow water to replace an authority under section 46 of the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(b) under section 216 of the Water Act 2000, amend a water licence for taking 
overland flow water. 

(3) In granting or amending a water licence for taking overland flow water, the chief 
executive must ensure the licence granted or amended is in accordance with section 34. 

 

41 to 44 section number not used. 
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Chapter 3 Granting, amending and converting 
authorisations 

Part 1 Granting authorisations 

Division 1 Granting a resource operations licence 

45A Granting a resource operations licence for the St George Water Supply Scheme 
(1) The chief executive must grant a resource operations licence to SunWater for the St 

George Water Supply Scheme. 

(2) Water allocations managed under the resource operations licence for the St George 
Water Supply Scheme are described in Attachment 8(D). 

Division 1A Granting a distribution operations licence 

45B Granting a distribution operations licence for the Thuraggi Watercourse 
(1) The chief executive must grant a distribution operations licence to SunWater to 

distribute unsupplemented water and interfere with the flow of unsupplemented water 
in the Thuraggi Watercourse. 

(2) The distribution infrastructure associated with the Thuraggi Watercourse Distribution 
Operations Licence is described in Attachment 15. 

(3) Water allocations distributed under the Thuraggi Watercourse Distribution Operations 
Licence at the time this section commences are detailed in Attachment 16. 

Division 2 Granting water entitlements 

47A Granting water licences to take water using existing works in the Lower Balonne 
The chief executive must grant, under section 212 of the Water Act 2000, water licences to take 
water in accordance with Attachment 9, Table 1, 2 and 3. 

47B Granting water allocations in the Lower Balonne 
The chief executive must grant, under section 122 of the Water Act 2000, water allocations to 
take unsupplemented water in accordance with section 16(g) of the Water Resource 
(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 and the water entitlement details in Attachment 10(C). 

48A Granting water allocations to replace local government authorities in the Lower 
Balonne 
(1) This section applies to the authorities continued under section 1037 of the Water 

Act 2000. 

(2) The chief executive must grant the Balonne Shire Council water allocations to replace3 
the authorities in accordance with the water entitlement details in Attachment 10(C). 

                                                      
3  The replaced entitlements automatically expire under section 1037(1) (b) of the Water Act 2000. 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 17 

Division 3 Replacing existing authorisations with water licences 

50A Granting water licences to take overland flow water in the Lower Balonne 
(1) This section applies to authorities under section 46 of the Water Resource (Condamine 

and Balonne) Plan 2004 which may be replaced in accordance with sections 48 and 49 
of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

(2) The chief executive must grant the water licences detailed in Attachment 12 under 
section 212 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 2 Granting and amending water allocations and 
converting authorisations 

51A Granting of supplemented water allocations in the Lower Balonne 
The chief executive must grant supplemented water allocations for the existing water 
authorisations converted under Division 1A for the St George Water Supply Scheme in 
accordance with Attachment 8(D). 

52A Granting of unsupplemented water allocations in the Lower Balonne 
The chief executive must grant unsupplemented water allocations for the existing water 
authorisations converted under Division 2A for the Lower Balonne Water Management Area in 
accordance with Attachment 10(C). 

Division 1A Rules for converting existing authorisations to supplemented 
water allocations in the Lower Balonne 

55A Application of Division 1A 
This division applies to all existing water authorisations to take supplemented water in the 
St George Water Supply Scheme. 

55B Converting existing water authorisations 
The chief executive must convert to water allocations, existing water authorisations to take 
supplemented water in the St George Water Supply Scheme. 

55C Rules for converting existing authorisations to supplemented water allocations 
For the St George Water Supply Scheme, the water authorisations must be converted to 
supplemented water allocations as follows— 

(a) the person or entity granted the water allocation must be the person or entity 
who holds the existing water authorisation from which the water allocation is 
converted; 

(b) the location for the water allocation must be the zone that includes the place on 
a watercourse, lake or spring from which the water could be taken under the 
existing water authorisation in accordance with section 23 of the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; 

(c) the nominal volume for the water allocation must be in accordance with 
section 25 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004;  

(d) the priority group for the water allocation must be in accordance with the 
priority group specified on the existing water authorisation and must be— 
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(i) high priority; or 

(ii) medium priority.  

(e) the purpose for the water allocation must be— 

(i) ‘distribution loss’ where the purpose specified on the existing water 
authorisation is ‘distribution loss’; or 

(ii) ‘any’ where the purposes specified on the existing water authorisation 
is not ‘distribution loss’. 

(f) the nominal location for the water allocation must be the same as the location 
of the interim water allocation at the time of conversion to a water allocation. 

Division 2A Rules for converting existing authorisations to unsupplemented 
water allocations in the Lower Balonne 

60 Application of Division 2A 
This division applies to all existing water authorisations to take unsupplemented water in the 
Lower Balonne Water Management Area. 

61 Converting existing water authorisations  
The chief executive must convert to water allocations, existing water authorisations to take 
unsupplemented water in the Lower Balonne Water Management Area identified in 
Attachment 10(C). 

62 Rules for converting existing water authorisations to unsupplemented water 
allocations 
For the Lower Balonne Water Management Area, the water authorisations must be converted to 
unsupplemented water allocations as follows— 

(a) the person or entity granted the water allocation must be the person or entity 
who holds the existing water authorisation from which the water allocation is 
converted; 

(b) the location for the water allocation must be the location at which water could 
have been taken under the existing water authorisation in accordance with 
section 23 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 as 
specified by a zone, and where applicable, a place; 

(c) the purpose for the water allocation must be ‘any’; 

(d) the nominal volume for the water allocation must be in accordance with 
section 30 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004;  

(e) the maximum rate for the water allocation must be in accordance with section 
26 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; 

(f) the volumetric limit for the water allocation must be in accordance with 
section 29 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; 

(g) the conditions for the water allocation must be in accordance with section 27 
of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

 

63 to 64 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 4 Upper Condamine Water Management Area 

65 Application of Chapter 4 
This chapter applies to water allocations to take unsupplemented water located in the Upper 
Condamine Water Management Area. 

66 Upper Condamine zone group 
For this chapter, zones UCU-03, UCU-04, UCU-05, UCU-06, UCU-07, UCU-08 and UCU-09 
form the Upper Condamine zone group. 

Part 1 Water sharing rules 

Division 1 Taking water under an allocation 

67 Scope of Division 1 
This division sets out the water sharing rules for water allocations to take unsupplemented 
water located in the Upper Condamine Water Management Area. 

68 Taking water under a water allocation 
(1) Subsection 2 applies to water allocations to take unsupplemented water located in parts 

of the Upper Condamine Water Management Area other than the Upper Condamine 
zone group. 

(2) Where management guidelines have been prepared under section 371, water may be 
taken only under a water allocation in accordance with the guidelines. 

69 Taking water under an allocation limited by associated storage or that stores 
water conjunctively with overland flow 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that— 

(a) the take of water under the allocation is limited by associated storage works; or 

(b) water taken under the allocation is stored conjunctively with overland flow 
water taken under another authority. 

(2) Water taken under the allocation must not— 

(a) exceed the annual volumetric limit stated on the allocation for any water year; 
and 

(b) be stored in any other works other than in the storages described by works 
reference number and the works footprint illustrated on an administrative plan 
in the condition. 

70 Taking water under an allocation with a multiyear accounting water sharing rule 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that the take of water 

under the allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule. 

(2) The chief executive must establish a volumetric account for each water allocation.  

(3) The maximum volume of water that may be held in the account for an allocation is 
equal to the volumetric limit of that allocation multiplied by two. 

(4) The minimum volume of water that may be held in an account is zero megalitres. 
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(5) Water taken under the allocation must be deducted from the account. 

(6) At the start of each water year the volumetric account for a water allocation must be 
credited with the lesser of— 

(a) the volumetric limit multiplied by two; or 

(b) the volumetric limit plus the volume of water remaining in the account at the 
end of the previous water year. 

Division 2 Additional water sharing rules for the Upper Condamine 
Water Management Area zone UCU-11 

71 Application of Division 2 
This division applies to water allocations to take unsupplemented water located in the Upper 
Condamine Water Management Area zone UCU-11. 

72 Announced period for general water harvesting 
(1) This section applies to a water allocation that states a flow condition of ‘by 

announcement’. 

(2) Water must not be taken under a water allocation except during an announced period. 

(3) The chief executive may decide the announced period applies to all or part of zone 
UCU-11. 

(4) The chief executive must notify holders of water allocations of— 

(a) the start and end of an announced period;  

(b) the water allocations that the announcement relates to; and 

(c) the conditions under which water may be taken. 

(5) In deciding the start, end and conditions under which a holder of a water allocation 
may take water, the chief executive must have regard to— 

(a) information about flows including flows in the Condamine River North 
Branch at the following locations— 

(i) Melrose Weir on the Condamine River North Branch AMTD 50.0 km; 

(ii) Yarramalong diversion pipeline outlet AMTD 97.0 km; 

(iii) Pampas gauging station on the Condamine River North Branch 
(GS 422347B) AMTD 88.0 km; and 

(iv) Lone Pine gauging station on the Condamine River North Branch 
(GS 422345A) AMTD 47.6 km. 

(b) the provisions of any management guidelines prepared under section 371 that 
apply to the water allocations to which this division applies. 
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Division 3 Additional water sharing rules for the Upper Condamine 
zone group 

73 Application of Division 3 
This division applies to water allocations to take unsupplemented water that— 

(a) state a flow condition; and 

(b) are located in the Upper Condamine zone group. 

74 Announced period for water allocations with flow conditions 
(1) This section applies to a water allocation that states a flow condition of ‘by 

announcement’. 

(2) Water must not be taken under a water allocation except during an announced period. 

(3) The chief executive must notify holders of water allocations of— 

(a) the start and end of an announced period;  

(b) the water allocations that the announcement relates to; and 

(c) the conditions under which water may be taken. 

(4) In deciding the start, end and conditions under which a holder of a water allocation 
may take water, the chief executive must ensure any decision made under this section 
is consistent with maintaining a passing flow of 86 megalitres per day at the end of 
each zone.  

(5) In deciding the start, end and conditions under which a holder of a water allocation 
may take water, the chief executive must have regard to— 

(a) information about flows including flows in the Condamine River at the 
following locations— 

(i) Tummaville gauging station on the Condamine River (GS 422323A) 
AMTD 974.1 km; 

(ii) Yarramalong gauging station on the Condamine River (GS 422353A) 
AMTD 967.0 km; 

(iii) Lemon Tree gauging station on the Condamine River (GS 422349A) 
AMTD 943.4 km; and 

(iv) Cecil Plains gauging station on the Condamine River (GS 422316A) 
AMTD 891.1 km. 

(b) the taking of water under water allocations to which this section applies 
including— 

(i) the cumulative rate of take for water allocations that state the same 
flow condition; and 

(ii) the volumetric limit status. 

(c) the provisions of any management guidelines prepared under section 371 that 
apply to the water allocations to which this division applies. 
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Part 2 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

75 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is permitted where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is equal to the 
nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided;  

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the new water 
allocations are the same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided; 
and 

(c) the water allocation being subdivided does not state a condition limiting take 
by associated storage. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is permitted where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated;  

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are the same; and 

(c) the water allocations being amalgamated do not state a condition limiting take 
by associated storage. 

76 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is prohibited where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is not equal to 
the nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; 

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the new water 
allocations are not the same as that of the water allocation that is being 
subdivided; and 

(c) the water allocation being subdivided states a condition limiting take by 
associated storage. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is prohibited where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is not equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; 

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are not the same; and 

(c) a water allocation being amalgamated states a condition limiting take by 
associated storage. 
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Division 2 Assessed changes 

77 Change of location for a water allocation 
(1) A change to a location of a water allocation that states an AMTD and a zone is an 

assessed change. 

(2) The chief executive must refuse the application if the proposed change— 

(a) results in a change to the zone stated on the water allocation; 

(b) does not meet the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 
objectives; and 

(c) results in an increase in the average volume of water available to be taken 
under the water allocation.  

78 Change to an allocation to remove a condition limited by associated storage 
(1) A change to remove a condition from a water allocation that states that the take of 

water is limited by associated storage capacity is an assessed change. 

(2) The chief executive must refuse the application unless—  

(a) a condition is placed on the amended allocation stating that water taken under 
the authority of this allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule; and 

(b) the volumetric limit stated on the allocation is amended to ensure that the 
average annual volume of water that may be taken does not exceed the 
nominal volume stated on the allocation. 

(3) The chief executive may require the water allocation holder to provide a report with the 
application that demonstrates that the proposed management under a multiyear 
accounting water sharing rule will not increase the average annual volume of water that 
may be taken under the water allocation above the nominal volume stated on the water 
allocation.  

79 Change to an allocation that stores water conjunctively with overland flow water 
(1) This section applies to a water allocation that states a condition that water taken is 

stored conjunctively with overland flow water taken under either— 

(a) an authority under section 46 of the Water Resource (Condamine and 
Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(b) a water licence. 

(2) A change to remove the condition from a water allocation is an assessed change. 

(3) The application must be accompanied by a certified report made in accordance with 
section 33. 

(4) The chief executive may require the applicant to provide additional information 
relevant to the application. 

(5) The application must not be approved unless the chief executive has made a decision 
about granting or amending a water licence for taking overland flow water under 
section 40. 
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80 Change to an allocation for town water supply to allow the granting of a licence 
to interfere 
(1) A change to a water allocation for town water supply is an assessed change if 

associated with a water licence application under section 27. 

(2) The chief executive may approve the application only if— 

(a) an application has been lodged under section 27 that is relevant to this 
application; and 

(b) the water allocation is amended to— 

(i) reduce the volumetric limit stated on the allocation to a volume that 
would not allow an increase in the average volume of water available 
to be taken from the plan area due to the proposed interference or 
increased interference applied for under section 27;  

(ii) remove any flow threshold condition for taking water stated on the 
allocation;  

(iii) require that water taken under the allocation is taken from the 
impoundment created by the proposed interference or increased 
interference applied for under section 27; and 

(iv) place a condition on the allocation to state that the water under the 
allocation may be taken only in conjunction with the licence granted 
under section 27. 

(3) The chief executive may amend the maximum rate of take stated on the water 
allocation. 

Division 3 Prohibited changes 

81 Change of location  
A change to the location of a water allocation to a zone is prohibited unless a zone and an 
AMTD are specified on the allocation. 

82 Multiyear accounting with condition limiting take by associated storage 
A change to a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result in the water allocation 
being managed under both— 

(a) a multiyear accounting water sharing rule; and 

(b) a condition limiting take by associated storage. 

83 Adding or amending a condition limiting take by associated storage 
A change to a water allocation is prohibited if the change is to— 

(a) add a condition limiting take by associated storage;  

(b) amend a condition limiting take by associated storage where the change would 
result in a change to— 

(i) the volumetric limit stated on the allocation; or  

(ii) the associated storages stated on the allocation unless the chief 
executive is satisfied the change would not result in— 

(A) more storage capacity than the existing associated storages; 
and 
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(B) the associated storages remain located on the administrative 
plan associated with the allocation. 

(c) amend the administrative plan that describes the works footprint for the 
allocation other than necessary to comply with a change that is not prohibited 
under subsection (b)(ii). 

84 Change of location for allocations with a nil passing flow condition 
(1) Subsection 2 applies to a water allocation that states a flow condition of ‘nil’. 

(2) A change to the location of a water allocation is prohibited unless— 

(a) after the change is made, the allocation— 

(i) states a location that includes a zone and an AMTD;  

(ii) states a condition that ‘taking water under this water allocation is 
prohibited whenever the water level in the waterhole is less than 0.5 
metres below the level at which it naturally overflows’. 

(b) for a change that would allow water to be taken from a different waterhole, the 
holder of the allocation has the written consent of—  

(i) the owners of land adjacent to that waterhole; and 

(ii) the holders of any water allocations that state a flow condition of ‘nil’ 
that can take water from that waterhole.  

(c) for a change that would allow water to be taken from within the full supply 
level of an authorised weir, the holder of the allocation has the written consent 
of the owner of the weir. 

85 Change to remove a condition preventing water being stored 
A change to a water allocation to remove a condition that states water taken under the authority 
of this allocation cannot be stored is prohibited unless— 

(a) the change includes stating a flow condition on the allocation; and 

(b) the change would not result in an increase in the average volume of water 
available to be taken under the allocation. 

Division 4 Other changes 

86 Changes not provided for in divisions 2 and 3 
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
divisions 2 and 3 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 3 Seasonal water assignments 

87 Seasonal water assignment rules for allocations with flow conditions 
The chief executive may approve a seasonal water assignment of a water allocation only if the 
allocation states a condition requiring it to be managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule and—  

(a) the location under which water may be taken under the seasonal water 
assignment is the same as the location for the water allocation that is being 
seasonally assigned; 
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(b) the flow condition under which water may be taken under seasonal water 
assignment is the same as the flow condition for the water allocation that is 
being seasonally assigned;  

(c) the volume of water being seasonally assigned is equal to or less than the 
volume of water available in the volumetric account; and  

(d) the maximum rate of take for the seasonal water assignment is in proportion to 
the share of the volume being assigned from the volumetric account. 

88 Seasonal water assignment rules for allocations with nil passing flow conditions 
The chief executive must refuse a seasonal water assignment of a water allocation that states a 
flow condition of ‘nil’. 

 

89 to 94 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 5 Condamine and Balonne Water Management 
Area 

95 Application of Chapter 5 
This chapter applies to water allocations to take unsupplemented water located in the 
Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area. 

96 Charleys Creek zone group 
For this chapter, zones CBU-12, CBU-13, CBU-14, CBU-15, CBU-16, CBU-17 and CBU-18 
form the Charleys Creek zone group. 

Part 1 Water sharing rules 

97 Taking water under a water allocation 
Where management guidelines have been prepared under section 371, water may be taken only 
under a water allocation in accordance with the guidelines. 

98 Taking water under an allocation limited by associated storage or that stores 
water conjunctively with overland flow 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that— 

(a) the take of water under the allocation is limited by associated storage works; or 

(b) water taken under the allocation is stored conjunctively with overland flow 
water taken under another authority. 

(2) Water taken under the allocation must not— 

(a) exceed the annual volumetric limit stated on the allocation for any water year; 
and  

(b) be stored in any other works other than in the storages described by works 
reference number and the works footprint illustrated on an administrative plan 
in the condition. 

99 Taking water under an allocation with a multiyear accounting water sharing rule 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that the take of water 

under the allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule. 

(2) The chief executive must establish a volumetric account for each water allocation.  

(3) The maximum volume of water that may be held in the account for an allocation is 
equal to the volumetric limit of that allocation multiplied by two. 

(4) The minimum volume of water that may be held in an account is zero megalitres. 

(5) Water taken under the allocation must be deducted from the account. 
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(6) At the start of each water year the volumetric account for a water allocation must be 
credited with the lesser of— 

(a) the volumetric limit multiplied by two; or 

(b) the volumetric limit plus the volume of water remaining in the account at the 
end of the previous water year. 

Part 2 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

100 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is permitted where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is equal to the 
nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided;  

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the new water 
allocations are the same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided; 
and 

(c) the water allocation being subdivided does not state a condition limiting take 
by associated storage. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is permitted where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated;  

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are the same; and 

(c) the water allocations being amalgamated do not state a condition limiting take 
by associated storage. 

101 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is prohibited where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is not equal to 
the nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; 

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the new water 
allocations are not the same as that of the water allocation that is being 
subdivided; and 

(c) the water allocation being subdivided states a condition limiting take by 
associated storage. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is prohibited where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is not equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; 

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are not the same; and 

(c) a water allocation being amalgamated states a condition limiting take by 
associated storage. 
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Division 2 Permitted changes 

102 Application of Division 2 
This division applies to water allocations to take unsupplemented water located in Charleys 
Creek zone group. 

103 Change of location for allocations with a nil passing flow condition  
(1) Subsection 2 applies to a water allocation that states a flow condition of ‘nil’. 

(2) A change to the location of a water allocation is permitted— 

(a) if the change to the location does not alter the zone in which water may be 
taken under the allocation; 

(b) if after the change is made, the allocation— 

(i) states a location that includes a zone and an AMTD;  

(ii) states a condition that ‘taking water under this water allocation is 
prohibited whenever the water level in the waterhole is less than 0.5 
metres below the level at which it naturally overflows’. 

(c) for a change that would allow water to be taken from a different waterhole, the 
holder of the allocation has the written consent of—  

(i) the owners of land adjacent to that waterhole; and 

(ii) the holders of any water allocations that state a flow condition of ‘nil’ 
that can take water from that waterhole. 

(d) for a change that would allow water to be taken from within the full supply 
level of an authorised weir, the holder of the allocation has the written consent 
of the owner of the weir. 

104 Change to remove a condition preventing water being stored 
A change to a water allocation to remove a condition that states water taken under the authority 
of this allocation cannot be stored is permitted if— 

(a) the change includes stating a flow condition on the allocation of 86 megalitres 
per day passing the point of take; and 

(b) the change would not result in an increase in the average volume of water 
available to be taken under the allocation. 

Division 3 Assessed changes 

105 Change to an allocation to remove a condition limited by associated storage 
(1) A change to remove a condition from a water allocation that states that the take of 

water is limited by associated storage capacity is an assessed change. 

(2) The chief executive must refuse the application unless—  

(a) a condition is placed on the amended allocation stating that water taken under 
the authority of this allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule; and 

(b) the volumetric limit stated on the allocation is amended to ensure that the 
average annual volume of water that may be taken does not exceed the 
nominal volume stated on the allocation. 
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(3) The chief executive may require the water allocation holder to provide a report with the 
application that demonstrates that the proposed management under a multiyear 
accounting water sharing rule will not increase the average annual volume of water that 
may be taken under the water allocation above the nominal volume stated on the water 
allocation.  

106 Change to an allocation that stores water conjunctively with overland flow water 
(1) This section applies to a water allocation that states a condition that water taken is 

stored conjunctively with overland flow water taken under either— 

(a) an authority under section 46 of the Water Resource (Condamine and 
Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(b) a water licence. 

(2) A change to remove the condition from a water allocation is an assessed change. 

(3) The application must be accompanied by a certified report made in accordance with 
section 33. 

(4) The chief executive may require the applicant to provide additional information 
relevant to the application. 

(5) The application must not be approved unless the chief executive has made a decision 
about granting or amending a water licence for taking overland flow water under 
section 40. 

107 Change to an allocation for town water supply to allow the granting of a licence 
to interfere 
(1) A change to a water allocation for town water supply is an assessed change if 

associated with a water licence application under section 27. 

(2) The chief executive may approve the application only if— 

(a) an application has been lodged under section 27 that is relevant to this 
application; and 

(b) the water allocation is amended to— 

(i) reduce the volumetric limit stated on the allocation to a volume that 
would not allow an increase in the average volume of water available 
to be taken from the plan area due to the proposed interference or 
increased interference applied for under section 27;  

(ii) remove any flow threshold condition for taking water stated on the 
allocation;  

(iii) require that water taken under the allocation be taken only from the 
area impounded by the proposed interference or increased interference 
applied for under section 27; and 

(iv) place a condition on the allocation to state that water is only to be 
taken under that allocation in conjunction with the licence granted 
under section 27. 

(3) The chief executive may amend the maximum rate of take stated on the water 
allocation. 
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Division 4 Prohibited changes 

108 Multiyear accounting with condition limiting take by associated storage 
A change to a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result in the water allocation 
being managed under both— 

(a) a multiyear accounting water sharing rule; and 

(b) a condition limiting take by associated storage. 

109 Adding or amending a condition limiting take by associated storage 
A change to a water allocation is prohibited if the change is to— 

(a) add a condition limiting take by associated storage;  

(b) amend a condition limiting take by associated storage where the change would 
result in a change to— 

(i) the volumetric limit stated on the allocation; or  

(ii) the associated storages stated on the allocation unless the chief 
executive is satisfied the change would not result in— 

(A) more storage capacity than the existing associated storages; 
and 

(B) the associated storages remain located on the administrative 
plan associated with the allocation. 

(c) amend the administrative plan that describes the works footprint for the 
allocation other than necessary to comply with a change that is not prohibited 
under subsection (b)(ii). 

110 Change of location for allocations with a nil passing flow condition 
(1) Subsection 2 applies to a water allocation that states a flow condition of ‘nil’. 

(2) A change to the location of a water allocation is prohibited unless— 

(a) after the change is made, the allocation— 

(i) states a location that includes a zone and an AMTD;  

(ii) states a condition that ‘taking water under this water allocation is 
prohibited whenever the water level in the waterhole is less than 0.5 
metres below the level at which it naturally overflows’. 

(b) for a change that would allow water to be taken from a different waterhole, the 
holder of the allocation has the written consent of—  

(i) the owners of land adjacent to that waterhole; and 

(ii) the holders of any water allocations that state a flow condition of ‘nil’ 
that can take water from that waterhole. 

(c) for a change that would allow water to be taken from within the full supply 
level of an authorised weir, the holder of the allocation has the written consent 
of the owner of the weir. 
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111 Change to remove a condition preventing water being stored for allocations 
other than in the Charleys Creek zone group 
(1) This section applies to water allocations other than water allocations located in the 

Charleys Creek zone group. 

(2) A change to a water allocation to remove a condition that states water taken under the 
authority of this allocation cannot be stored is prohibited unless— 

(a) the change includes stating a flow condition on the allocation of 86 megalitres 
per day passing the point of take; and 

(b) the change would not result in an increase in the average volume of water 
available to be taken under the allocation. 

Division 5 Other changes 

112 Changes not provided for in divisions 2, 3 and 4 
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
divisions 2, 3 and 4 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 3 Seasonal water assignments 

113 Seasonal water assignment rules for allocations with flow conditions 
The chief executive may approve a seasonal water assignment of a water allocation only if the 
allocation states a condition requiring it to be managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule and—  

(a) the location under which water may be taken under the seasonal water 
assignment is the same as the location for the water allocation that is being 
seasonally assigned; 

(b) the flow condition under which water may be taken under seasonal water 
assignment is the same as the flow condition for the water allocation that is 
being seasonally assigned;  

(c) the volume of water being seasonally assigned is equal to or less than the 
volume of water available in the volumetric account; and  

(d) the maximum rate of take for the seasonal water assignment is in proportion to 
the share of the volume being assigned from the volumetric account. 

114 Seasonal water assignment rules for allocations with nil passing flow conditions 
The chief executive must refuse a seasonal water assignment of a water allocation that states a 
flow condition of ‘nil’. 

 

115 to 116 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 6 Lower Balonne Water Management Area 

117 Application of Chapter 6 
This chapter applies to— 

(a) water allocations to take unsupplemented water in the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area; and 

(b) water licences to take overland flow water in the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area. 

Part 1 Water sharing rules 

Division 1 General water sharing rules 

118 Announced periods for water entitlements with flow conditions 
(1) This section applies to a water entitlement that states a flow condition. 

(2) Water must not be taken under a water entitlement except during an announced period.  

(3) The chief executive must notify holders of water entitlements of— 

(a) the start and duration of an announced period;  

(b) the entitlements that the announcement relates to; and 

(c) the conditions under which water may be taken. 

(4) In deciding the start, duration and conditions under which a holder of a water 
entitlement may take water, the chief executive must have regard to— 

(a) information about flows in the Balonne River at St George Weir;  

(b) other information about flows in the Lower Balonne Water Management Area; 

(c) all authorisations to take water in the Lower Balonne Water Management 
Area; 

(d) the provisions of any management guidelines prepared under section 371 that 
apply to the water entitlements to which this section applies; and 

(e) the flow event management rules detailed in Chapter 12. 

119 Maximum volume of water taken during announced periods 
(1) The maximum volume of water that may be taken under a water entitlement during an 

announced period must not exceed a volume that is in proportion to—  

(a) the duration of the announced period notified under section 118(3); and 

(b) the rate of take specified on the water entitlement. 

(2) The volume of water available to be taken under subsection 1 must only be taken 
during the announced period referred to under subsection 1(a). 
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120 Taking water under a water entitlement with an instantaneous volumetric limit 
water sharing rule 
(1) This section applies to water entitlements that state a condition that water taken under 

the entitlement is managed under an instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

(2) The instantaneous volumetric limit is the maximum volume that may be stored at any 
time on the parcels of land shown on the administrative plan specified on the water 
entitlement. 

(3) A holder of a water entitlement must not take water under the entitlement if a volume 
of water equivalent to the volumetric limit for the entitlement is stored on the parcels 
of land shown on the administrative plan specified on the water entitlement at any 
time. 

121 Taking water under a water allocation with a multiyear accounting water sharing 
rule 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that the take of water 

under the water allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule. 

(2) The chief executive must establish a volumetric account for each water allocation.  

(3) The maximum volume of water that may be held in the account for a water allocation 
is equal to the volumetric limit of that allocation multiplied by two. 

(4) The minimum volume of water that may be held in an account is zero megalitres. 

(5) Water taken under the allocation must be deducted from the account. 

(6) At the start of each water year the volumetric account for a water allocation must be 
credited with the lesser of— 

(a) the volumetric limit multiplied by two; or 

(b) the volumetric limit plus the volume of water remaining in the account at the 
end of the previous water year. 

122 Taking water under a water allocation with an annual volumetric limit water 
sharing rule 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that the take of water 

under the allocation is managed under an annual volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

(2) The annual volumetric limit is the maximum volume of water in megalitres that may be 
taken under a water allocation in a water year. 

Division 2 Managing the take of overland flow water 

123 Regulating the take of overland flow water 
(1) Before the first business day 18 months after commencement of this section, the take 

of overland flow water under a water licence must be—  

(a) regulated; and 

(b) metered in accordance with section 14. 

(2) Until the first business day 18 months after commencement of this section, the take of 
overland flow water under a water licence is not subject to— 

(a) announced periods under section 118—where the take of overland flow water 
is not regulated; and 
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(b) the reductions under sections 277(2)(a), 279(2) and 281(3)—where the take of 
overland flow water is not regulated. 

(3) Unless the water licence holder has prior approval from the chief executive, from the 
first business day 18 months after commencement of this section, overland flow water 
must not be taken under a water licence unless the take is regulated and metered in 
accordance with subsection 1. 

Part 2 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

124 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is permitted where all of the following apply— 

(a) the volumetric limits and maximum rates of take of each of the new water 
allocations are in the same proportion as the nominal volumes of the new 
water allocations relative to the nominal volume of the water allocation being 
subdivided; and 

(b) the sum of the nominal volumes, volumetric limits and maximum rates of take 
of the new water allocations are equal to the nominal volume, volumetric limit 
and maximum rate of take of the water allocation being subdivided; and 

(c) the location, flow conditions, purpose and water allocation group of the new 
water allocations are the same as that of the water allocation that is being 
subdivided; and 

(d) the water allocation being subdivided and the new water allocations state the 
condition that the take of water is managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is permitted where all of the following apply— 

(a) the nominal volume, volumetric limit and maximum rate of take of the new 
water allocation is equal to the sum of the nominal volumes, volumetric limits 
and maximum rates of take of the water allocations being amalgamated; and 

(b) the location, flow conditions, purpose and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are the same; and 

(c) the water allocations being amalgamated and the new water allocation state the 
condition that the take of water is managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule. 

125 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is prohibited where any of the following apply— 

(a) the volumetric limits and maximum rates of take of each of the new water 
allocations are not in the same proportion as the nominal volumes of the new 
water allocations relative to the nominal volume of the water allocation being 
subdivided; 

(b) the sum of the nominal volumes, volumetric limits and maximum rates of take 
of the water allocations is not equal to the nominal volume, volumetric limit, 
and rate of take of the water allocation being subdivided; 
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(c) the location, flow conditions, purpose and water allocation group of the new 
water allocations are not the same as that of the water allocation that is being 
subdivided; 

(d) the water allocation being subdivided does not state a condition that the take of 
water is managed under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is prohibited where any of the following apply— 

(a) the nominal volume, volumetric limit and maximum rate of take of the new 
water allocation is not equal to the sum of the nominal volumes, volumetric 
limits and maximum rates of take of the water allocations that are being 
amalgamated; 

(b) the location, flow conditions, purpose and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are not the same;  

(c) a water allocation being amalgamated does not state a condition that the take 
of water is managed under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule. 

Division 2 Water allocation change rules 

Subdivision 1 Assessed changes 

126 Change of location 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that are managed under a multiyear accounting 

water sharing rule and have a location that is defined by a zone and a place. 

(2) A change to the place stated on a water allocation referred to under subsection 1 is an 
assessed change. 

(3) The chief executive may approve the change where the change— 

(a) would not result in a change to the zone stated on the water allocation; 

(b) would not result in a reduction in the average annual volume of overland flow 
water available to— 

(i) holders of overland flow water licences;  

(ii) floodplain ecosystems. 

(c) meets the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 objectives; 
and 

(d) would not result in an increase in the average volume of water available to be 
taken under the water allocation.  

(4) Subsection 3 does not limit the matters the chief executive may consider in assessing 
the proposed change. 

(5) The chief executive may require the applicant to provide additional information 
relevant to the application. 

(6) If the chief executive approves the change, a new place must be specified on the water 
allocation. 
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127 Change to remove an instantaneous volumetric limit condition 
(1) A change to remove a condition from a water allocation that states that water taken 

under the water allocation is managed under an instantaneous volumetric limit water 
sharing rule is an assessed change. 

(2) The chief executive may approve the change where the proposed management under a 
multiyear accounting water sharing rule will not increase the average annual volume of 
water that may be taken under the water allocation in excess of the nominal volume 
stated on the water allocation. 

(3) Subsection 2 does not limit the matters the chief executive may consider in assessing 
the proposed change. 

(4) The chief executive may require the water allocation holder to provide a hydrology 
report prepared by a suitably qualified professional, or other additional information, to 
support the application under subsection 1. 

(5) Where the chief executive approves the application, the chief executive must— 

(a) state the volumetric limit for a water year; and 

(b) place a condition on the amended water allocation stating that water taken 
under the authority of the allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting 
water sharing rule. 

128 Change to remove a conjunctive storage condition 
(1) This section applies to a water allocation that states a condition that water taken is 

stored conjunctively with overland flow water taken under either— 

(a) an authority under section 46 of the Water Resource (Condamine and 
Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(b) a water licence. 

(2) A change to remove the condition mentioned in subsection 1 from a water allocation is 
an assessed change. 

(3) An application to remove the condition mentioned in subsection 1 must be 
accompanied by a certified report made in accordance with section 33. 

(4) The chief executive may require the applicant to provide additional information 
relevant to the application. 

(5) The application must not be approved unless the chief executive has made a decision 
about granting or amending a water licence to take overland flow water under 
section 40. 

129 Change to supply parcels 
(1) This section applies to water allocation number 1488. 

(2) A change to the water allocation to change the condition limiting the land supplied by 
the water allocation by adding or removing parcels of land from the administrative plan 
is an assessed change. 

(3) The chief executive may approve the change where— 

(a) the location of take to supply water to the proposed parcel of land is LBU-01; 

(b) the proposed change meets the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) 
Plan 2004 objectives; and 
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(c) the proposed change would not result in an increase in the average annual 
volume of water available to be taken under the water allocation. 

(4) Subsection 3 does not limit the matters the chief executive may consider in assessing 
the proposed change. 

(5) The chief executive may require the applicant to provide additional information 
relevant to the application. 

(6) Where the application is approved, the chief executive must replace the administrative 
plan and amend the condition stated on the water allocation to reflect the number of the 
new administrative plan. 

130 Change to a water allocation for town water supply to allow the granting of a 
licence to interfere 
(1) A change to a water allocation for town water supply to allow the granting of a water 

licence to interfere under section 27 is an assessed change. 

(2) The chief executive may approve an application to change a water allocation only if—  

(a) the purpose of the water allocation is urban; 

(b) it relates to an application that has been lodged under section 27; and 

(c) the chief executive is satisfied that the proposed amendment will not increase 
the average volume of water that is available to be taken under the water 
allocation. 

(3) If the chief executive approves an application to change a water allocation, the water 
allocation must be amended to ensure there is no increase in the average volume of 
water available to be taken from the plan area due to the proposed interference applied 
for under section 27, by amending the maximum rate of take stated on the water 
allocation, and any of the following— 

(a) reducing the volumetric limit stated on the water allocation; 

(b) amending any flow condition for taking water stated on the allocation; 

(c) imposing a condition on the water allocation stating that water may only be 
taken from the impoundment that is authorised by the water licence granted 
under section 27. 

Subdivision 2 Prohibited changes 

131 Change of location 
(1) A change of location of a water allocation to zone LBU-02, LBU-03, LBU-04, LBU-

05, LBU-06, LBU-07, LBU-08 and LBU-10 is prohibited unless a place is specified on 
the water allocation after the change. 

(2) A change of location of a water allocation to zone LBU-09 is prohibited.  

132 Change to a water allocation managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule 
A change to a water allocation to remove a condition that states the water allocation is managed 
under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule is prohibited. 
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Subdivision 3 Other changes 

133 Changes not provided for in subdivisions 1 and 2 
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
subdivisions 1 and 2 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 3 Seasonal water assignments 

134 Seasonal water assignment rules for water allocations with flow conditions 
(1) The chief executive may approve a seasonal water assignment of a water allocation 

only if the water allocation states a condition stating the water allocation is managed 
under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule and—  

(a) the location under which water may be taken under the seasonal water 
assignment is the same as the location for the water allocation that is being 
seasonally assigned; 

(b) the flow condition under which water may be taken under seasonal water 
assignment is the same as the flow condition for the water allocation that is 
being seasonally assigned;  

(c) the volume of the seasonal water assignment is no greater than the unused 
volume that may be taken under the authority of the water allocation; 

(d) the maximum rate of take for the seasonal water assignment is in the same 
proportion as the volume of water being assigned relative to the volume of 
water remaining in the volumetric account; and 

(e) the seasonal water assignment notice states a condition that the seasonal water 
assignment must be taken at the flow thresholds stated on the water allocation 
that is being seasonally assigned in proportion to the volume being assigned. 

(2) In addition to the requirements under subsection 1, where the water to be assigned 
under the seasonal water assignment would require supply authorised under the 
distribution operations licence referred to in section 45B, the chief executive may only 
approve the seasonal water assignment if all of the following apply— 

(a) both the assignee and the assignor have water allocations supplied under the 
distribution operations licence referred to in section 45B; 

(b) the water allocation being assigned is supplied under the distribution 
operations licence referred to in section 45B; 

(c) the application for the seasonal water assignment is accompanied by consent 
from the distribution operations licence holder. 

Part 4 Watercourse as a conduit 

135 Relocation of water 
Water taken under the authority of a water allocation in zone LBU-01 may be relocated to zone 
LBU-09 provided— 

(a) the chief executive approves an authority to re-lift the relocated water;  

(b) the relocation occurs outside an announced period; 

(c) only the ponded area of E J Beardmore Dam and the Thuraggi Watercourse are 
used to relocate the water; and 
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(d) the resource operations licence holder for the St George Water Supply Scheme 
consents to the activity. 

Part 5 Distribution operations licence holder 
responsibilities 

136 Water allocations distributed 
The Thuraggi Watercourse Distribution Operations Licence holder must divert the 
unsupplemented water allocations distributed under the distribution operations licence in 
accordance with announced periods and the flow conditions of the water allocations. 

137 Use of watercourse for distribution 
The Thuraggi Watercourse Distribution Operations Licence holder must only use the Thuraggi 
Watercourse for the distribution of water allocations distributed under the distribution 
operations licence. 

138 Volume of water diverted 
The Thuraggi Watercourse Distribution Operations Licence holder must only divert 
unsupplemented water from zone LBU-01 to zone LBU-09 up to the volume required to: 

(a) supply unsupplemented water allocations distributed under the distribution 
operations licence; and 

(b) overcome normal watercourse transmission losses incurred in supplying 
unsupplemented water allocations distributed under the distribution operations 
licence other than water allocation number 1488. 

139 Priority of supply 
(1) The supply of unsupplemented water by the Thuraggi Watercourse Distribution 

Operations Licence holder using the Thuraggi Watercourse must not impact on the 
delivery of supplemented water allocations by the resource operations licence holder 
for the St George Water Supply Scheme. 

(2) The Thuraggi Watercourse Distribution Operations Licence holder must give equal 
priority of supply to all unsupplemented water allocations diverted from zone LBU-01 
to zone LBU-09 during announced periods.  
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Chapter 7 Condamine and Balonne Tributaries Water 
Management Area 

140 Application of Chapter 7 
This chapter applies to water allocations to take unsupplemented water in the Condamine and 
Balonne Tributaries Water Management Area. 

Part 1 Water sharing rules 

141 Taking water under a water allocation  
Where management guidelines have been prepared under section 371, water may be taken only 
under a water allocation in accordance with the guidelines. 

142 Taking water under an allocation limited by associated storage or that stores 
water conjunctively with overland flow 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that— 

(a) the take of water under the allocation is limited by associated storage works; or 

(b) water taken under the allocation is stored conjunctively with overland flow 
water taken under another authority. 

(2) Water taken under the allocation must not— 

(a) exceed the annual volumetric limit stated on the allocation for any water year; 
and  

(b) be stored in any other works other than in the storages described by works 
reference number and the works footprint illustrated on an administrative plan 
in the condition. 

143 Taking water under an allocation with a multiyear accounting water sharing rule 
(1) This section applies to water allocations that state a condition that the take of water 

under the allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule. 

(2) The chief executive must establish a volumetric account for each water allocation.  

(3) The maximum volume of water that may be held in the account for an allocation is 
equal to the volumetric limit of that allocation multiplied by two. 

(4) The minimum volume of water that may be held in an account is zero megalitres. 

(5) Water taken under the allocation must be deducted from the account. 

(6) At the start of each water year the volumetric account for a water allocation must be 
credited with the lesser of— 

(a) the volumetric limit multiplied by two; or 

(b) the volumetric limit plus the volume of water remaining in the account at the 
end of the previous water year. 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 42 

Part 2 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

144 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is permitted where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is equal to the 
nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided;  

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the new water 
allocations are the same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided; 
and 

(c) the water allocation being subdivided does not state a condition limiting take 
by associated storage. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is permitted where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated;  

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are the same; and 

(c) the water allocations being amalgamated do not state a condition limiting take 
by associated storage. 

145 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is prohibited where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is not equal to 
the nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; 

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the new water 
allocations are not the same as that of the water allocation that is being 
subdivided; and 

(c) the water allocation being subdivided states a condition limiting take by 
associated storage. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is prohibited where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is not equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; 

(b) the location, flow conditions and water allocation group of the water 
allocations that are being amalgamated are not the same; and 

(c) a water allocation being amalgamated states a condition limiting take by 
associated storage. 
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Division 2 Assessed changes 

146 Change to an allocation to remove a condition limited by associated storage 
(1) A change to remove a condition from a water allocation that states that the take of 

water is limited by associated storage capacity is an assessed change. 

(2) The chief executive must refuse the application unless— 

(a) a condition is placed on the amended allocation stating that water taken under 
the authority of this allocation is managed under a multiyear accounting water 
sharing rule; and 

(b) the volumetric limit stated on the allocation is amended to ensure that the 
average annual volume of water that may be taken does not exceed the 
nominal volume stated on the allocation. 

(3) The chief executive may require the water allocation holder to provide a report with the 
application that demonstrates that the proposed management under a multiyear 
accounting water sharing rule will not increase the average annual volume of water that 
may be taken under the water allocation above the nominal volume stated on the water 
allocation.  

147 Change to an allocation that stores water conjunctively with overland flow water 
(1) This section applies to a water allocation that states a condition that water taken is 

stored conjunctively with overland flow water taken under either— 

(a) an authority under section 46 of the Water Resource (Condamine and 
Balonne) Plan 2004; or 

(b) a water licence. 

(2) A change to remove the condition from a water allocation is an assessed change. 

(3) The application must be accompanied by a certified report made in accordance with 
section 33. 

(4) The chief executive may require the applicant to provide additional information 
relevant to the application. 

(5) The application must not be approved unless the chief executive has made a decision 
about granting or amending a water licence for taking overland flow water under 
section 40.  

148 Change to an allocation for town water supply to allow the granting of a licence 
to interfere 
(1) A change to a water allocation for town water supply is an assessed change if 

associated with a water licence application under section 27. 

(2) The chief executive may only approve the application if— 

(a) an application has been lodged under section 27 that is relevant to this 
application; and 

(b) the water allocation is amended to— 

(i) reduce the volumetric limit stated on the allocation to a volume that 
would not allow an increase in the average volume of water available 
to be taken from the plan area due to the proposed interference or 
increased interference applied for under section 27;  
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(ii) remove any flow threshold condition for taking water stated on the 
allocation;  

(iii) require that water taken under the allocation be taken only from the 
area impounded by the proposed interference or increased interference 
applied for under section 27; and 

(iv) place a condition on the allocation to state that water is only to be 
taken under that allocation in conjunction with the licence granted 
under section 27. 

(3) The chief executive may amend the maximum rate of take stated on the water 
allocation. 

Division 3 Prohibited changes 

149 Change of location  
A change to the location of a water allocation is prohibited unless a zone and a place are 
specified on the allocation. 

150 Multiyear accounting with condition limiting take by associated storage 
A change to a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result in the water allocation 
being managed under both— 

(a) a multiyear accounting water sharing rule; and 

(b) a condition limiting take by associated storage. 

151 Adding or amending a condition limiting take by associated storage 
A change to a water allocation is prohibited if the change is to— 

(a) add a condition limiting take by associated storage;  

(b) amend a condition limiting take by associated storage where the change would 
result in a change to— 

(i) the volumetric limit stated on the allocation; or  

(ii) the associated storages stated on the allocation unless the chief 
executive is satisfied the change would not result in— 

(A) more storage capacity than the existing associated storages; 
and 

(B) the associated storages remain located on the administrative 
plan associated with the allocation. 

(c) amend the administrative plan that describes the works footprint for the 
allocation other than necessary to comply with a change that is not prohibited 
under subsection (b)(ii). 

152 Change of location for allocations with a nil passing flow condition 
(1) Subsection 2 applies to a water allocation that states a flow condition of ‘nil’. 

(2) A change to the location of a water allocation is prohibited unless— 

(a) after the change is made, the allocation— 

(i) states a location that includes a zone and an AMTD;  
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(ii) states a condition that 'taking water under this water allocation is 
prohibited whenever the water level in the waterhole is less than 0.5 
metres below the level at which it naturally overflows’. 

(b) for a change that would allow water to be taken from a different waterhole, the 
holder of the allocation has the written consent of—  

(i) the owners of land adjacent to that waterhole; and 

(ii) the holders of any water allocations that state a flow condition of ‘nil’ 
that can take water from that waterhole.  

(c) for a change that would allow water to be taken from within the full supply 
level of an authorised weir, the holder of the allocation has the written consent 
of the owner of the weir. 

153 Change to remove a condition preventing water being stored 
A change to a water allocation to remove a condition that states water taken under the authority 
of this allocation cannot be stored is prohibited unless— 

(a) the change includes stating a flow condition on the allocation; and 

(b) the change would not result in an increase in the average volume of water 
available to be taken under the allocation. 

Division 4 Other changes 

154 Changes not provided for in divisions 2 and 3 
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
divisions 2 and 3 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 3 Seasonal water assignments 

155 Seasonal water assignment rules for allocations 
The chief executive must refuse a seasonal water assignment of a water allocation. 

 

156 to 159 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 8 Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme 

160 Application of Chapter 8 
This chapter applies to— 

(a) the resource operations licence holder for the Upper Condamine Water Supply 
Scheme; and 

(b) all water allocations managed under the resource operations licence for the 
Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme.  

Part 1 Operating rules 

161 Use of waterholes 
The water level in any waterhole may be drawn down to 0.5 m below its natural cease-to-flow 
level to allow water to be taken under a water allocation if the water released by the resource 
operations licence holder will replace the water drawn down in the waterhole. 

162 Operating level of storages 
(1) The minimum operating levels and full supply levels for Leslie Dam, Talgai Weir, 

Yarramalong Weir, Lemon Tree Weir, Cecil Plains Weir, Melrose Weir, Wando Weir 
and Nangwee Weir are specified in Table 1.  

(2) The resource operations licence holder must not release or supply water from a storage 
when the water level in that storage is at or below its minimum operating level 
specified in Table 1. 

Table 1 Storage operating levels 

Storage Minimum operating level (m AHD) Full supply level (m AHD) 

Leslie Dam 448.44 472.41 

Talgai Weir 408.03 412.07 

Yarramalong Weir 378.72 381.00 

Lemon Tree Weir 365.94 370.01 

Cecil Plains Weir 347.67 350.87 

Melrose Weir 369.20 370.73 

Wando Weir 364.00 365.72 

Nangwee Weir 355.70 357.39 

163 Supply of water 
When the storage level in Leslie Dam is less than or equal to 460.35 m AHD releases or 
diversions must not be made to supply— 

(a) medium priority water allocations; or 

(b) high class B priority water allocations. 
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164 Supply of water to zone UCS-03 
The resource operations licence holder may only divert water from Yarramalong Pump Station 
(AMTD 966.3 km) to zone UCS-03 up to the volume required to— 

(a) overcome normal watercourse transmission losses incurred in providing 
supplemented supplies; 

(b) supply water to medium priority water allocation holders along the Condamine 
River North Branch; and 

(c) supply water to risk class A priority water allocation holders along the 
Condamine River North Branch. 

165 Change in rate of release  
The resource operations licence holder must minimise the occurrence of adverse environmental 
impacts (such as fish stranding and bank slumping, etc.) by ensuring that any change in the rate 
of release of water from Leslie Dam occurs incrementally. 

Part 2 Water sharing rules 

166 Announced allocation 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must— 

(a) determine an announced allocation for the following priority groups— 

(i) high class A; 

(ii) high class B; 

(iii) medium; and  

(iv) risk class B. 

(b) use the water sharing rules specified in this part to calculate announced 
allocations throughout the year;  

(c) calculate and set the announced allocation for each priority group specified 
in (a) to take effect on the first day of each water year; 

(d) following the commencement of a water year— 

(i) recalculate the announced allocation to take effect no later than five 
business days following the first day of every month; 

(ii) reset the announced allocation if a recalculation indicates that the 
calculated announced allocation would— 

(A) increase by five or more percentage points; or 

(B) increase to 100 per cent. 

(e) publish details of the announced allocation, including parameters for 
determining the announced allocation on the resource operations licence 
holder’s internet site for the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme within 
five business days of setting or resetting an announced allocation; and 

(f) not reduce the announced allocation during a water year. 

(2) The announced allocation must be rounded to the nearest per cent. 

(3) The announced allocation must not be greater than 100 per cent. 
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167 Announced allocation for high class A priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for high class A priority water allocations must be— 

(a) 100 per cent where the announced allocation for medium priority water 
allocations (AAMP) is greater than zero per cent; or 

(b) determined using the following formula where the announced allocation for 
medium priority water allocations (AAMP) is zero per cent—  

( )
HPA

DIVTOAUV
100AA HPALD

HPA
+−

×=  

(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1(b) are defined in Table 2. 

168 Announced allocation for high class B priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for high class priority B water allocations must be— 

(a) 100 per cent when the announced allocation for medium priority water 
allocations (AAMP) is greater than zero per cent; or 

(b) determined using the following formula when the announced allocation for 
medium priority water allocations (AAMP) is zero per cent— 

( )
HPB

DIVTOAUVx100AA HPBCPW
HPB

+−  

(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1(b) are defined in Table 2. 

Table 2 Announced allocation parameters 

Parameter Description 

AAMP 
Medium priority announced allocation percentage: the percentage of the nominal 
volume for a medium priority water allocation, which is used to calculate the volume 
that may be taken under the allocation for the current water year. 

AAHPA 
High class A priority announced allocation percentage: the percentage of the nominal 
volume for a high class A priority water allocation, which is used to calculate the 
volume that may be taken under the allocation for the current water year. 

AAHPB 
High class B priority announced allocation percentage: the percentage of the nominal 
volume for a high class B priority water allocation, which is used to calculate the 
volume that may be taken under the allocation for the current water year. 

MPA Medium priority water allocations: the total of the nominal volumes for medium 
priority water allocations.  

HPA High class A priority water allocations: the total of the nominal volume for high class 
A priority water allocations. 

HPB High class B priority water allocations: the total of the nominal volume for high class B 
priority water allocations. 
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Parameter Description 

UV 

Volume of water available for determining announced allocation percentages for water 
allocations: the sum of the useable volume of storage calculated using the following 
equation— 

( )SLMOVCVUV −−=  

If 0UV < then 0UV =  

Where— 
UV = the useable volume of the storage. 
CV = the current volume of the storage. 
MOV = the minimum operating volume of the storage. 
SL = the storage losses. The projected storage losses from the storage for the 
remainder of the water year. The storage loss depths to be used for Leslie Dam and 
Cecil Plains Weir are given in Table3. The storage loss volume is calculated by 
using the value for the current month multiplied by the current surface of the 
storage.  

UVLD = Useable volume of Leslie Dam 
UVCPW = Useable volume of Cecil Plains Weir 

RE 

Reserve (High priority): the reserve is the storage reserve volume set aside for the high 
class A priority allocations for future months beyond the current resource assessment.  
This reserve is equal to that volume (not counting the water stored below the river 
outlet) necessary to ensure a 12 month period of supply is available beyond the end of 
the current water year.  This reserve must include provision for storage losses and 
watercourse transmission losses that would be reasonably incurred.  At the 
commencement of this plan, the high class A volume for calculating RE is  
6000 megalitres. Storage losses for 12 month period are as per Table 3.  

TOA 

Transmission and operational allowance: an allowance for the transmission and 
operational losses expected to occur in running the system. The TOA value used in the 
formula is the transmission and operational loss volume required for delivery of 
medium priority water allocations downstream of Leslie Dam. The transmission and 
operational loss allowance value is to be linearly interpolated from Table 4. 

DIVHPA 
High class A priority diverted volume: the volume (in megalitres) of high class A 
priority water taken under water allocations in a water year in the water supply scheme 
up to the time of assessment of the announced allocation. 

DIVHPB 
High class B priority diverted volume: the volume (in megalitres) of high class B 
priority water taken under water allocations in a water year in the water supply scheme 
up to the time of assessment of the announced allocation. 

DIV 
Diverted volume: the total volume (in megalitres) of water taken under all water 
allocations in a water year in the water supply scheme up to the time of assessment of 
the announced allocation. 
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169 Announced allocation for medium priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for medium priority water allocations must be determined 

using the following formula— 

( )
MPA

TOAREDIVHPBHPAUV
x100AA LD

MP

−−+−−
=  

(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1 are defined in Table 2, Table 3 
and Table 4. 

Table 3 Storage loss 

Month in which announced 
allocation is calculated 

Storage loss until end of 
water year (mm) 

Jul 1657 

Aug 1581 

Sep 1482 

Oct 1352 

Nov 1188 

Dec 1004 

Jan 806 

Feb 602 

Mar 436 

Apr 279 

May 155 

Jun 70 

Table 4 Transmission and operation allowances 

Transmission and operation allowances (ML) Announced 
allocation 
medium 
priority 

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

0% 2667 2449 2232 1910 1692 1483 1265 1048 854 637 427 210 

20% 4263 4061 3846 3102 2492 2018 1417 954 651 430 249 119 

40% 4695 4530 4346 3435 2659 2082 1319 764 432 239 102 46 

60% 6893 6657 6394 5045 3893 3039 1908 1086 600 323 128 56 

80% 9090 8784 8441 6656 5128 3997 2496 1409 767 407 155 68 

100% 11 288 10 912 10 490 8265 6362 4954 3085 1732 935 491 182 79 
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170 Water sharing rules for risk class A priority water allocations 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may supply water for risk class A priority water 

allocations in accordance with section 172 and from natural stream flows in the 
Condamine River North Branch. 

(2) There is no announced allocation for risk class A priority water allocations. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must consider the following matters when 
determining the water sharing rules applied for each stream flow period— 

(a) the volume of water available for distribution; 

(b) the location of water available for distribution; and 

(c) the previous distribution of available volumes. 

171 Announced allocation for risk class B priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for risk class B priority water allocations must be determined 

where— 

(a) the announced allocation for medium priority water allocations (AAMP) is 
100 per cent; and  

(b) the storage level in Leslie Dam is greater than 470.63 m AHD. 

(2) The announced allocation must be determined using the following formula— 

( )
⎥⎦
⎤

⎢⎣
⎡ −××= 4

FSV
VOL5100AARB  

(3) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 2 are defined in Table 5. 

Table 5 Risk class B announced allocation parameters 

Parameter Description 

AARB Announced allocation for risk class B priority  

VOL Volume (megalitres) stored in Leslie Dam at the start of the water year  

FSV Full supply volume (megalitres) of Leslie Dam (Table 1) 

172 Stream flow period for risk class A priority water allocations 
(1) A stream flow period is a period of time, for zone UCS-03 that starts and ends at such 

time that the resource operations licence holder notifies under subsection 2. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must notify risk class A priority water 
allocation holders of— 

(a) the start and end of a stream flow period for an event; 

(b) the entitlements that the period relates to; and 

(c) the conditions under which the water may be taken. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder may start a stream flow period for zone UCS-03 
whenever the following requirements for zone UCS-03 are being met—   

(a) flow in the Condamine River at the Yarramalong gauging station 
(GS 422353A) AMTD 967.0 km is greater than 864 megalitres per day; and 

(b) the daily diversion from the Condamine River into the Condamine River North 
Branch is in accordance with Table 6. 
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(4) The resource operations licence holder must end a stream flow period for risk class A 
priority water within a zone whenever the requirements in subsection 3 within the zone 
are no longer being met. 

(5) The resource operations licence holder must not deliver water that is to be taken as risk 
class A priority water allocation from the Condamine River to the Condamine River 
North Branch if within the same water year, the total volume diverted by water 
allocations under the risk class A has reached the volume of 7320 megalitres.  

Table 6 Allowable pumping rate to Condamine River North Branch for Risk Class A 
priority water 

Passing flow in Condamine 
River at Yarramalong Weir 

exceeds (ML/day) 

Maximum Rate of take to 
North Branch (ML/day) 

864 86.4 

1296 172.8 

1728 259.2 

2160 345.6 

173 Stream flow period for medium priority water allocations 
(1) A stream flow period is a period of time, for a zone or part of a zone that starts and 

ends at such time that the resource operations licence holder notifies under 
subsection 2. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must notify medium priority water allocation 
holders of— 

(a) the start and end of a stream flow period for an event; 

(b) the zones and the entitlements that the period relates to; and 

(c) the conditions under which the water may be taken. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must start a stream flow period for a zone 
whenever the following requirements for the zone are being met— 

(a) for zone UCS-02—when the flow rate at the Tummaville gauging station on 
the Condamine River (GS 422323A) AMTD 974.1 km— 

(i) is likely to be greater than 86 megalitres per day; and  

(ii) is less than 432 megalitres per day. 

(b) for zone UCS-03—when the flow rate at Yarramalong gauging station on the 
Condamine River (GS 422353A) AMTD 967.0 km— 

(i) is greater than 86 megalitres per day; and  

(ii) is less than 432 megalitres per day. 

(4) The resource operations licence holder must start a stream flow period for a part of 
zone UCS-04 whenever the following requirements for the part of the zone are being 
met— 

(a) for the part of zone UCS-04 from Talgai Weir to Yarramalong Weir when the 
flow rate at Yarramalong gauging station on the Condamine River 
(GS 422353A) AMTD 967.0 km—  

(i) is greater than 86 megalitres per day; and 
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(ii) is less than 432 megalitres per day. 

(b) for the part of zone UCS-04 from Yarramalong Weir to Lemon Tree Weir 
when the flow rate at Lemon Tree Weir—  

(i) is greater than 86 megalitres per day; and 

(ii) is less than 432 megalitres per day. 

(c) for the part of zone UCS-04 from Lemon Tree Weir to Cecil Plains Weir when 
the flow rate at Cecil Plains Weir—  

(i) is greater than 86 megalitres per day; and 

(ii) is less than 432 megalitres per day. 

(5) The resource operations licence holder must start a stream flow period for zone UCS-
04 whenever all the requirements of subsection 4(a), (b) and (c) are being met.  

(6) The resource operations licence holder must end a stream flow period for a zone or part 
of a zone whenever any of the requirements in subsections 3, 4 and 5 for that zone or 
part of a zone are no longer being met.  

(7) Subsections 3(a)(i), 3(b)(i), 4(a)(i), 4(b)(i) and 4(c)(i) do not apply for a period of three 
months following the cessation of a flow over Cecil Plains Weir if the flow over Cecil 
Plains Weir has reached Loudoun gauging station on the Condamine River 
(GS 422333A) AMTD 834.0 km. 

174 Taking water under a water allocation 
(1) The total volume of water taken under a water allocation in a water year must not 

exceed the nominal volume for the water allocation. 

(2) Where an announced allocation applies to water taken for a priority group, then the 
volume of water taken under a water allocation in a water year, other than during 
stream flow periods, must not exceed the nominal volume of the water allocation 
multiplied by the announced allocation for medium priority water allocations and 
divided by 100. 

(3) During a stream flow period for the zone or part of a zone to which a water allocation 
applies, water may be taken under the water allocation in addition to that which may be 
taken under subsection 2.  

(4) Subsection 3 applies to the medium priority and risk class A priority water allocations. 

175 Critical water supply arrangements 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must prepare and submit critical water supply 

arrangements to the chief executive for approval within 12 months of commencement 
of this plan.  

(2) The critical water supply arrangements must— 

(a) be developed with participation from local government, stakeholders and the 
community; 

(b) include triggers for commencement and cessation of the arrangements; 

(c) include a monitoring and reporting schedule;  

(d) be developed taking into consideration the options for facilitating the transfer 
of water to water accounts held or managed by essential services, industry and 
basic per capita consumption (excluding water for use outside of the home); 
and 
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(e) be developed taking into consideration, when storage levels are above the 
minimum operating level, allowing holders of high class A and high class B 
priority water allocations to relocate water between waterholes between the 
storage to maintain supplies at the off-takes. 

(3) The chief executive, in assessing the submission, may— 

(a) request further information;  

(b) approve the critical water supply arrangements with or without conditions; or 

(c) require the resource operations licence holder to submit a proposal for revised 
critical water supply arrangements. 

(4) Where the chief executive approves the critical water supply arrangements under this 
section, the chief executive must amend this plan in accordance with section 364. 

176 Critical water supply arrangements commencement and cessation 
(1) When the commencement triggers in the critical water supply arrangements are 

activated, the critical water supply arrangements apply and the relevant sections in the 
resource operations plan cease to apply for the critical water supply arrangement 
period. 

(2) When the cessation triggers in the critical water supply arrangements are activated the 
resource operations plan fully applies. 

177 Changing the critical water supply arrangements 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may submit proposed changes to the approved 

critical water supply arrangements to the chief executive at any time.  

(2) The chief executive in assessing or deciding on proposed changes to the critical water 
supply arrangements submitted under subsection 1 may either— 

(a) request further information;  

(b) approve the proposed changes with or without conditions;  

(c) amend and approve the amended changes; or  

(d) refuse the proposed changes. 

(3) Where the chief executive approves changes to the critical water supply arrangements 
under this section, the chief executive must amend this plan in accordance with 
section 364. 

Part 3 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

178 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is permitted where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is equal to the 
nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the new water allocations are the 
same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided. 
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(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is permitted where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the water allocations that are being 
amalgamated are the same. 

179 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is prohibited where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is not equal to 
the nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the new water allocations are not 
the same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is prohibited where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is not equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the water allocations that are being 
amalgamated are the not same. 

Division 2 Permitted changes 

180 Location 
(1) A change to the location of a water allocation is permitted if the change would not 

result in a total nominal volume in a zone that— 

(a) exceeds the maximum total nominal volume for a zone for a priority group 
identified in Table 7; or 

(b) is less than the minimum total nominal volume for a zone for a priority group 
identified in Table 7. 

(2) For this section, the total nominal volume in a zone is the total nominal volume of all 
water allocations of the same priority group— 

(a) for the zone; and 

(b) for which relevant valid change certificates have been issued under section 129 
of the Water Act 2000. 

Division 3 Prohibited changes 

181 Priority group 
A change to the priority group for a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result in 
a priority group that is not specified as any of the following— 

(a) high class A priority; 

(b) high class B priority; 

(c) risk class A priority; 

(d) risk class B priority; or 

(e) medium priority. 
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Division 4 Other changes 

182 Changes not provided for in divisions 2 and 3  
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
divisions 2 and 3 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 4 Seasonal water assignment rules 

183 Seasonal water assignment rules 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may approve a seasonal water assignment if the 

total water use in a water year for each zone does not exceed the maximum allowable 
water use volume detailed in Table 8 for each zone. 

(2) Total water use in a zone is the total volume of water used under water allocations for 
all priority groups managed and distributed by the resource operations licence holder 
for the zone. 

 

184 to 189 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 9 Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 

190 Application of Chapter 9 
This chapter applies to— 

(a) the resource operations licence holder for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply 
Scheme; and 

(b) all water allocations managed under the resource operations licence for the 
Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme. 

Part 1 Operating rules 

191 Use of waterholes 
The water level in any waterhole may be drawn down to 0.5 metres below its natural cease to 
flow level to allow water to be taken under a water allocation if the water released by the 
resource operations licence holder will replace the water drawn down in the waterhole. 

192 Operating level of storages 
(1) The minimum operating level and full supply level for Chinchilla Weir are specified in 

Table 9.  

(2) The resource operations licence holder must not release or supply water from 
Chinchilla Weir when the water level in that storage is at or below its minimum 
operating level specified in Table 9. 

Table 9 Storage operating levels 

Storage Minimum operating level (m AHD) Full supply level (m AHD) 

Chinchilla Weir 287.51 295.74 

193 Supply of water 
(1) Where the storage level in Chinchilla Weir is— 

(a) greater than or equal to 294.39 m AHD, the resource operations licence holder 
may make releases from Chinchilla Weir to supply water allocations in zones 
CBS-02, CBS-03 and CBS-04; and 

(b) less than 294.39 m AHD and greater than or equal to 292.71 m AHD, the 
resource operations licence holder may make releases from Chinchilla Weir to 
supply water allocations located in zone CBS-02.  

(2) Medium priority water allocation holders in zone CBS-01 must not take water when 
the storage level in Chinchilla Weir is less than 292.71 m AHD.  

194 Change in rate of release 
The resource operations licence holder must minimise the occurrence of adverse environmental 
impacts (such as fish stranding and bank slumping, etc.) by ensuring that any change in the rate 
of release of water from Chinchilla Weir occurs incrementally. 
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195 Pass flows 
(1) This section applies if— 

(a) the water level in Chinchilla Weir is less than full supply level;  

(b) the water level in Chinchilla Weir is greater than 292.71 m AHD; and 

(c) there is an inflow into Chinchilla Weir. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must ensure there is a minimum stream flow 
passing the weir equal to the inflow into the weir up to 122 megalitres per day. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must estimate inflow into Chinchilla Weir using 
the storage inflow derivation technique approved by the chief executive under 
section 308(2). 

Part 2 Water sharing rules  

196 Announced allocation 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must— 

(a) determine an announced allocation for each priority group; 

(b) use the water sharing rules specified in this part to calculate announced 
allocations throughout the year;  

(c) calculate and set the announced allocation for each priority group to take effect 
on the first day of each water year; 

(d) following the commencement of a water year— 

(i) recalculate the announced allocation to take effect no later than five 
business days following the first day of every month; 

(ii) reset the announced allocation if a recalculation indicates that the 
calculated announced allocation would— 

(A) increase by five or more percentage points; or 

(B) increase to 100 per cent. 

(e) publish details of the announced allocation, including parameters for 
determining the announced allocation on the resource operations licence 
holder’s internet site for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme within five 
business days of setting or resetting an announced allocation; 

(f) not reduce the announced allocation during a water year. 

(2) The announced allocation must be rounded to the nearest per cent. 

(3) The announced allocation must not be greater than 100 per cent.  

(4) The period of the announced allocation may be less than 12 months. 

197 Announced allocation for high priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for high priority water allocations must be— 

(a) 100 per cent where the announced allocation for medium priority water 
allocations (AAMP) is greater than zero per cent; or 
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(b) determined using the following formula where the announced allocation for 
medium priority water allocations (AAMP) is zero per cent— 

( )
HPA

DIVUVAA HP
+=  

(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1(b) are defined in Table 10. 

198 Announced allocation for medium priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for medium priority water allocations must be determined 

using the following formula— 

( )
MPA

DIVRVAAMP
+=  

(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1 are defined in Table 10. 

Table 10 Announced allocation parameters 

Parameter Description 

AAHPA High priority announced allocation percentage: the percentage of the nominal volume for 
a high priority water allocation that may be taken for the water year. 

AAMPA Medium priority announced allocation percentage: the percentage of the nominal volume 
for a medium priority water allocation that may be taken for the water year. 

HPA The total of the nominal volumes for high priority water allocations. 

MPA The total of the nominal volumes for medium priority water allocations. 

RV 

Resource volume:  the volume available for medium priority allocations calculated using 
an assumed combined seepage and evaporation loss of 15 megalitres per day, average 
transmission losses of 50 per cent to downstream users and high priority demands until 
the storage reaches the high priority reserve. Refer to Table 11 for resource volumes 
used. 

UV 

Useable volume: the volume of water available for determining the announced allocation 
percentages for water allocations. This volume equates to the volume of water available 
in Chinchilla Weir minus the operating and storage losses and is determined as follows—

( )SLMOVCVUV −−= ; or 

If 0UV <  then 0UV =  

Where— 
CV = the current volume of Chinchilla Weir 
MOV = the minimum operating volume of Chinchilla Weir 
SL = the projected storage loss from Chinchilla Weir 

DIV 
Diverted volume: the total volume (in megalitres) of water taken under all water 
allocations in a water year in the water supply scheme up to the time of assessment of the 
announced allocation. 
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199 Stream flow period for medium priority water allocations 
(1) A stream flow period is a period of time for a zone that starts and ends at such time that 

the resource operations licence holder notifies under subsection 2. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must notify the water allocation holders for the 
zone of the start and end of a stream flow period.   

(3) The resource operations licence holder may start a stream flow period for a zone 
whenever the following requirements for that zone are being met— 

(a) for zone CBS-01 whenever— 

(i) the storage level in Chinchilla Weir is at full supply level or the weir 
is overflowing; and 

(ii) the flow at Chinchilla gauging station on the Condamine River 
(GS 422308C) AMTD 696.7 kilometres is— 

(A) greater than 122 megalitres per day; and 

(B) less than 600 megalitres per day.  

(b) for zone CBS-02 whenever— 

(i) the Condamine township weir (Condamine River at AMTD 613.1 km) 
is full or is likely to fill; and 

(ii) the flow at Chinchilla gauging station on the Condamine River 
(GS 422308C) AMTD 696.7 kilometres is— 

(A) greater than 122 megalitres per day; and 

(B) less than 600 megalitres per day.  

(c) for zones CBS-03 and CBS-04 whenever— 

(i) the Condamine township weir (Condamine River at AMTD 613.1 km) 
is full or is likely to fill; and 

(ii) the flow at Bedarra gauging station on the Condamine River 
(GS 422344A) AMTD 659.0 kilometres is— 

(A) greater than 102 megalitres per day; and 

(B) less than 600 megalitres per day.  

(4) The resource operations licence holder must end a stream flow period for a zone 
whenever any of the requirements in subsection 3 for that zone are no longer being 
met. 

200 Taking water under a water allocation 
(1) The total volume of water taken under a water allocation in a water year must not 

exceed the nominal volume for the water allocation. 

(2) Where an announced allocation applies to water taken for a priority group, then the 
volume of water taken under a water allocation in a water year, other than during 
stream flow periods, must not exceed the nominal volume of the water allocation 
multiplied by the announced allocation and divided by 100. 

(3) During a stream flow period for the zone to which a water allocation applies, water 
may be taken under the water allocation in addition to that which may be taken under 
subsection 2. 
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201 Critical water supply arrangements 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must prepare and submit critical water supply 

arrangements to the chief executive for approval within 12 months of commencement 
of this plan.  

(2) The critical water supply arrangements must— 

(a) be developed with participation from local government, stakeholders and the 
community; 

(b) include triggers for commencement and cessation of the arrangements; 

(c) include a monitoring and reporting schedule;  

(d) be developed taking into consideration the options for facilitating the transfer 
of water to water accounts held or managed by essential services, industry and 
basic per capita consumption (excluding water for use outside of the home); 
and 

(e) be developed taking into consideration, when storage levels are above the 
minimum operating level, allowing holders of high priority water allocations 
to relocate water between waterholes between the storage to maintain supplies 
at the off-takes. 

(3) The chief executive, in assessing the submission, may— 

(a) request further information; 

(b) approve the critical water supply arrangements with or without conditions; or 

(c) require the resource operations licence holder to submit a proposal for revised 
critical water supply arrangements. 

(4) Where the chief executive approves the critical water supply arrangements under this 
section, the chief executive must amend this plan in accordance with section 364. 

202 Critical water supply arrangements commencement and cessation 
(1) When the commencement triggers in the critical water supply arrangements are 

activated, the critical water supply arrangements apply and the relevant sections in the 
resource operations plan cease to apply for the critical water supply arrangement 
period. 

(2) When the cessation triggers in the critical water supply arrangements are activated the 
resource operations plan fully applies. 

203 Changing the critical water supply arrangements 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may submit proposed changes to the approved 

critical water supply arrangements to the chief executive at any time.  

(2) The chief executive in assessing or deciding on proposed changes to the critical water 
supply arrangements submitted under subsection 1 may either— 

(a) request further information;  

(b) approve the proposed changes with or without conditions;  

(c) amend and approve the amended changes; or  

(d) refuse the proposed changes. 

(3) Where the chief executive approves changes to the critical water supply arrangements 
under this section, the chief executive must amend this plan in accordance with 
section 364. 
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Part 3 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

204 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is permitted where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is equal to the 
nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the new water allocations are the 
same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is permitted where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the water allocations that are being 
amalgamated are the same. 

205 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is prohibited where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is not equal to 
the nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the new water allocations are not 
the same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is prohibited where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is not equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the water allocations that are being 
amalgamated are not the same. 

Division 2 Permitted changes 

206 Location 
(1) A change to the location of a water allocation is permitted if the change would not 

result in a total nominal volume in a zone that— 

(a) exceeds the maximum total nominal volume for a zone for a priority group 
identified in Table 12; or 

(b) is less than the minimum total nominal volume for a zone for a priority group 
identified in Table 12. 

(2) For this section, the total nominal volume in a zone is the total nominal volume of all 
water allocations of the same priority group—  

(a) for the zone; and 

(b) for which relevant valid change certificates have been issued under section 129 
of the Water Act 2000.  
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Table 12 Permitted distributions in the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 

High priority water allocations Medium priority water allocations 

Zone Minimum 
nominal volume 

(ML) 

Maximum 
nominal volume 

(ML) 

Minimum nominal 
volume (ML) 

Maximum 
nominal volume 

(ML) 

CBS-01 1165 1165 2022 2884 

CBS-02 0 0 0 61 

CBS-03 0 0 0 801 

CBS-04 0 0 0 726 

Division 3 Prohibited changes 

207 Location 
(1) A change to the location of a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result 

in a total nominal volume in a zone that— 

(a) exceeds the maximum total nominal volume for a zone for a priority group 
identified in Table 12; or 

(b) is less than the minimum total nominal volume for a zone for a priority group 
identified in Table 12. 

(2) For this section, the total nominal volume in a zone is the total nominal volume of all 
water allocations of the same priority group—  

(a) for the zone; and 

(b) for which relevant valid change certificates have been issued under section 129 
of the Water Act 2000.  

208 Priority group 
A change to the priority group for a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result in 
a priority group that is not specified as either— 

(a) high priority; or 

(b) medium priority. 

Division 4 Other changes 

209 Changes not provided for in divisions 2 and 3 
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
divisions 2 and 3 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 
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Part 4 Seasonal water assignment rules 

210 Seasonal water assignment rules 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may approve a seasonal water assignment if the 

total water use in a water year for each zone does not exceed the maximum allowable 
water use volume detailed in Table 13 for each zone. 

(2) Total water use in a zone is the total volume of water used under water allocations for 
all priority groups managed and distributed by the resource operations licence holder 
for the zone. 

Table 13 Maximum allowable water use volumes for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply 
Scheme 

Zone Maximum water use (ML) 

CBS-01 4049 

CBS-02 61 

CBS-03 801 

CBS-04 726 

 

211 to 214 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 10 Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 

215 Application of Chapter 10 
This chapter applies to— 

(a) the resource operations licence holder for the Maranoa River Water Supply 
Scheme; and 

(b) all water allocations managed under the resource operations licence for the 
Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme. 

Part 1 Operating rules 

216 Use of waterholes 
The water level in any waterhole may be drawn down to 0.5 metres below its natural cease to 
flow level to allow water to be taken under a water allocation. 

217 Operating level of storages 
(1) The minimum operating level for Neil Turner Weir is specified in Table 14.  

(2) The resource operations licence holder must not supply water from the weir when the 
water level in the weir is at or below the minimum operating level specified in 
Table 14.  

Table 14 Storage operating levels 

Storage Minimum operating level (m AHD) Full supply level (m AHD) 

Neil Turner Weir 330.90 334.60 

Part 2 Water sharing rules 

218 Taking water under a water allocation 
The total volume of water taken under a water allocation in a water year must not exceed the 
nominal volume for the water allocation. 

Part 3 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

219 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is permitted where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is equal to the 
nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the new water allocations are the 
same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is permitted where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the water allocations that are being 
amalgamated are the same. 
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220 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) Subdivision of a water allocation is prohibited where— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is not equal to 
the nominal volume of the water allocation that is being subdivided; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the new water allocations are not 
the same as that of the water allocation that is being subdivided. 

(2) Amalgamation of water allocations is prohibited where— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is not equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations that are being amalgamated; and 

(b) the location, priority group and purpose of the water allocations that are being 
amalgamated are the not same. 

Division 2 Prohibited changes 

221 Location 
A change to the location for a water allocation is prohibited. 

222 Priority group 
A change to the priority group for a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result in 
a priority group that is not specified as medium priority. 

Division 3 Other changes 

223 Changes not provided for in Division 2  
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
Division 2 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 4 Seasonal water assignment rules  

224 Seasonal water assignment rules 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may approve a seasonal water assignment if the 

total water use in a water year for each zone does not exceed the maximum allowable 
water use volume detailed in Table 15 for each zone. 

(2) Total water use in a zone is the total volume of water used under water allocations for 
all priority groups managed and distributed by the resource operations licence holder 
for the zone. 

Table 15 Maximum total allowable water use for the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 

Zone (location) Maximum water use (ML) 

MRS-1 805 

 

225 to 226 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 11 St George Water Supply Scheme 

227 Application of Chapter 11 
This chapter applies to— 

(a) the resource operations licence holder for the St George Water Supply 
Scheme; and 

(b) all water allocations managed under the resource operations licence for the St 
George Water Supply Scheme. 

Part 1 Operating rules 

228 Use of waterholes 
The water level in any waterhole may be drawn down to 0.5 m below its natural cease to flow 
level to allow water to be taken under a water allocation if the water released by the resource 
operations licence holder will replace the water drawn down in the waterhole and is released 
prior to the time of waterhole draw down. 

229 Operating level of storages 
(1) Table 15.1 specifies the minimum operating level and full supply level for— 

(a) E J Beardmore Dam; 

(b) Jack Taylor Weir; 

(c) Moolabah Weir; and 

(d) Buckinbah Weir. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must not supply water from a storage if the 
water level in that storage is at or below its minimum operating level specified in 
Table 15.1. 

Table 15.1 Storage operating levels 

Storage Minimum operating level (m AHD) Full supply level (m AHD) 

E J Beardmore Dam 196.15 207.12 

Jack Taylor Weir 187.24 194.02 

Moolabah Weir 197.67 202.25 

Buckinbah Weir 194.93 198.44 

230 Priority of supply using the Thuraggi Watercourse 
The resource operations licence holder must ensure that first priority is given to the delivery of 
supplemented water allocations using the Thuraggi Watercourse. 

231 Change in rate of release 
The resource operations licence holder must minimise the occurrence of adverse environmental 
impacts (such as fish stranding and bank slumping) by ensuring that any change in the rate of 
release of water from E J Beardmore Dam to the Balonne River occurs incrementally. 
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Part 2 Water sharing rules 

Division 1 General water sharing rules 

232 Management of water allocations 
The resource operations licence holder must, where a water allocation is managed as— 

(a) an individual continuous share—manage the water allocation in accordance 
with Division 2 only; or  

(b) part of the bulk share—in accordance with Division 2 and Division 3. 

233 Sharing of inflows 
(1) Any portion of inflow into E J Beardmore Dam less than or equal to 730 megalitres per 

day— 

(a) must be passed in accordance with section 275(1); or 

(b) when directed by the chief executive—must be stored in accordance with 
section 275(2). 

(2) Any portion of inflow into E J Beardmore Dam in excess of 730 megalitres per day 
must be shared as follows— 

(a) for a water allocation managed as an individual continuous share—a volume 
of the inflow in proportion to the continuous share percentage determined for 
the water allocation under section 235; 

(b) for the group of water allocations managed as the bulk share—a volume of the 
inflow in proportion to the total of the continuous share percentages 
determined for the water allocations in the group under section 235; and 

(c) any portion of inflows that is in excess of the continuous share volume 
determined under section 236 for a water allocation or a group of water 
allocations must be shared amongst the remaining allocations and groups of 
allocations in accordance with subsections (a) and (b). 

Division 2 Continuous sharing rules 

234 Application of division 2 
This division applies to water allocations managed as individual continuous shares and water 
allocations managed as part of the bulk share. 

235 Determining a continuous share percentage 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must determine the continuous share percentage 

for each water allocation using the following formulae— 

(a) for a high priority water allocation— 

TCSVHP
TCSVNV100%CS

EQ

HP

S ×∑
×

η
×=

 
(b) for a medium priority water allocation— 

TCSVMP
TCSVNV100%CS

EQ

MP

S ×∑
×

η
×=

 
(2) The parameters used in the formulae under subsection 1 are defined in Table 15.2. 
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236 Determining a continuous share volume 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must determine the continuous share volume 

for each water allocation using the following formula— 

100
CS%TCSVCSV ×=

 
(2) The parameters used in the formulae under subsection 1 are defined in Table 15.2. 

Table 15.2 Parameters used to determine a continuous share percentage and a continuous 
share volume for a water allocation 

Parameter Description 

CS % The continuous share percentage of the water allocation. 

NV The nominal volume of the water allocation. 

ηS The relevant storage factor that applies to the nominal location of the water allocation 
(refer to Table 15.3). 

∑HPEQ The sum of the nominal volumes of all high priority water allocations in the scheme 
divided by their applicable storage factor. 

∑MPEQ The sum of the nominal volumes of all medium priority water allocations in the 
scheme, divided by their applicable storage factor. 

TCSV 

The total conceptual storage volume of the scheme. 
This volume is equal to the sum of the respective full supply volumes for 
E J Beardmore Dam, Jack Taylor Weir, Moolabah Weir and Buckinbah Weir minus 
their respective dead storage volumes. 
TCSV = 93 660 ML 

TCSVHP 

Total conceptual storage volume for high priority water allocations. Calculated using 
the following formula— 
TCSVHP  = ∑HPEQ x 1.75 
This multiplier reflects the additional security required for high priority water 
allocations in the scheme. 
TCSVHP = 5490 ML 

TCSVMP 
TCSVMP = TCSV – TCSVHP 
  = 88 170 ML 

CSV The continuous share volume of a water allocation. 

Table 15.3 Storage factors 

Location (zone) Storage factor(ηS) 

LBS-01 1.00 

LBS-02 0.95 

LBS-03 0.80 

LBS-04 0.80 
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237 Establishment and operation of continuous share water accounts for water 
allocations 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must establish a continuous share water account 

for— 

(a) each water allocation managed as an individual continuous share; 

(b) the group of water allocations managed as the bulk share.  

(2) The maximum volume of water that may be held in a continuous share water account 
for a water allocation managed as— 

(a) an individual continuous share—is the continuous share volume for the water 
allocation; 

(b) part of the bulk share—is the continuous share volume for the group of water 
allocations. 

(3) The minimum volume of water that may be held in a continuous share water account 
for an individual continuous share or the bulk share is zero megalitres. 

238 Continuous share water account estimation process 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must estimate the volume of water held in each 

continuous share water account— 

(a) a minimum of every five business days; and 

(b) using the following formula— 

EEPBCB SIDWLSCSACSA ++−−=  
(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1 are defined in Table 15.4. 

Table 15.4 Parameters used to estimate the volume of water held in a continuous share water 
account 

Parameter Description 

CSACB The current balance of the continuous share water account. 

CSAPB The previous balance of the continuous share water account immediately prior to the 
current estimation process. 

SLE 

The estimated share of storage losses for the continuous share water account in the 
period since the last estimation process or reconciliation process under section 239. 
The storage losses for the period are estimated based on applying the daily scheme 
storage losses listed in Table 15.5 to the number of days in the period. 
Losses are applied to each continuous share water account in proportion to the 
volume of water held in each water account. 
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Parameter Description 

W 

The sum of the water withdrawals from a continuous share water account in the 
period since the last estimation process or reconciliation process under section 239. 
A withdrawal from a continuous share water account for the period is equal to the 
sum of— 
(1) the water orders for the period—determined using the following formula— 

S

OW
w

η
=  

(2) the volumes of water— 
 (a) for water allocations managed as individual continuous shares—  
 assigned to other continuous share water accounts for the period; or 
 (b) for water allocations managed as part of the bulk share—seasonally  
 assigned to other continuous share water accounts for the period. 

w Water withdrawal from the continuous share water account. 

WO The volume of water ordered by the water allocation holder at the 
location of take. 

ηS The storage factor that applies at the location of take as defined in 
Table 15.3.  

D 

The sum of the water deposits to a continuous share water account in the period since 
the last estimation process or reconciliation process under section 239. 
A water deposit is the sum of the volumes of water— 
(1) for water allocations managed as individual continuous shares—assigned; or 
(2) for water allocations managed as part of the bulk share—seasonally assigned;  
into a continuous share water account for the period since the balance was last 
estimated or reconciled. 

SIE 

The estimated share of inflows in the period since the last estimation process or 
reconciliation process under section 239. 
Inflows for the period must be estimated using the approved storage inflow 
derivation technique proposed under section 319 and shared in accordance with 
section 233. 
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Table 15.5 Scheme storage losses 

Month 
Monthly 

(mm/month) 
Daily 

(mm/day) 

July 95 3.06 

Aug 125 4.03 

Sep 180 6.00 

Oct 230 7.42 

Nov 275 9.16 

Dec 320 10.32 

Jan 300 9.68 

Feb 260 8.97 

Mar 245 7.90 

Apr 170 5.67 

May 120 3.87 

Jun 90 3.00 

239 Continuous share water account reconciliation process 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must apply a continuous share water account 

reconciliation process at least once every 30 business days. 

(2) The continuous share water account reconciliation process must determine the 
difference between the sum of the volumes in continuous share water accounts 
estimated in accordance with section 238 and the volume of water actually available in 
the total conceptual storage, using the following formula— 

∑−= CBAD CSAVV  
(3) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 2 are defined in Table 15.6. 

(4) Where the water volume difference calculated under subsection 2 is greater than zero, 
the water available must be shared amongst continuous share water accounts— 

(a) for water allocations—in accordance with section 233(2); and 

(b) for the environmental stock and domestic water account established under 
section 263—in proportion to the volume of water held in the account at the 
time of the reconciliation. 

(5) Where a water volume difference calculated under subsection 2 is less than zero, the 
deficit must be shared amongst all continuous share water accounts in proportion to the 
volumes of water held in each continuous share water account. 
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Table 15.6 Parameters used in the reconciliation process 

Parameter Description 

VD 
The difference between the sum of the volumes of water estimated to be available 
under section 238 and the actual volume available in total conceptual storage 
volume. 

VA The volume of water held in the total conceptual storage volume. 

∑CSACB The sum of the current balances of all continuous share water accounts estimated to 
be available under section 238. 

Division 3 Bulk sharing rules 

240 Application of division 3 
This division applies to water allocations managed as part of the bulk share. 

241 Announced allocations 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must— 

(a) determine an announced allocation for each priority group; 

(b) use the water sharing rules specified in this division to calculate announced 
allocations throughout the year;  

(c) calculate and set the announced allocation for each priority group to take effect 
on the first day of each water year; 

(d) following the commencement of a water year— 

(i) recalculate the announced allocation whenever the continuous share 
water account reconciliation process under section 239 is undertaken; 

(ii) reset the announced allocation if a recalculation indicates that the 
calculated announced allocation would— 

(A) increase by five or more percentage points; or 

(B) increase to 100 per cent. 

(e) publish details of the announced allocation, including parameters for 
determining the announced allocation, within five business days of setting or 
resetting an announced allocation; 

(f) not reduce the announced allocation during a water year. 

(2) The announced allocation must be rounded to the nearest per cent. 

(3) The announced allocation must not be greater than 100 per cent. 

242 Determining an announced allocation for high priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for high priority water allocations must be— 

(a) 100 per cent when the announced allocation for medium priority water is 
greater than zero per cent; or 

(b) determined using the following formula when the announced allocation for 
medium priority water allocations (AAMP) is zero per cent— 

BS

BSBSBS
HP HPA

)DIVTOA(UV
100AA

+−
×=

 
(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1(b) are defined in Table15.7. 
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243 Determining an announced allocation for medium priority water allocations 
(1) The announced allocation for medium priority water allocations must be determined 

using the following formula— 

BS

BSBSBSBSBS
MP MPA

)DIVTOAERHPA(UV
100AA

+−−−
×=

 
(2) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 1 are defined in Table 15.7. 

Table 15.7 Announced allocation parameters for the bulk share 

Parameter Description 

AAHP The high priority announced allocation percentage: the percentage of the nominal 
volume that may be taken for the water year under a high priority water allocation. 

AAMP The medium priority announced allocation percentage: the percentage of the nominal 
volume that may be taken for the water year under a medium priority water allocation. 

HPABS The total nominal volume of high priority water allocations. 

MPABS The total nominal volume of medium priority water allocations. 

UVBS 

The usable volume in the bulk share: the volume of water available for water 
allocations minus projected storage losses determined using the following formula— 

SLCVUVBS −=  

CV The current volume in the continuous share water account. 

SL 

The projected storage loss for the remainder of the water year including 
lake evaporation and seepage. 
The storage loss volume is applied as a reduction to the total volume held 
in all water accounts managed as the bulk share in proportion to the 
volume of water held in the continuous share water accounts.  

DIVBS Diverted volume: the volume of water diverted by high and medium priority water 
allocations since the start of the current water year. 

REBS 

Reserve: an allowance set aside to provide for the supply of water to high priority water 
allocations. The reserve must be equal to a volume based on zero months supply from 
the end of the current water year, including storage losses and a transmission 
operational allowance. 

TOABS 

Transmission operational allowance: an allowance for transmission and operational 
losses expected to occur in supplying water to the end of the water year to water 
allocations. 
TOABS varies with the amount of water allocation being managed as the bulk share that 
remains to be delivered to each location. 
TOABS is based on application of the storage factors in Table 15.3 for the locations of 
the water allocations managed as part of the bulk share. 
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Division 4 Changing management arrangements 

244 Changing to and from management as an individual continuous share 
(1) A water allocation holder may elect to change the management of a water allocation— 

(a) from the bulk share to an individual continuous share; or 

(b) from an individual continuous share to the bulk share. 

(2) Where a change is made under subsection 1 the resource operations licence holder 
must— 

(a) maintain the continuous share percentage established for the water allocation 
under section 235; and 

(b) maintain the continuous share volume established for the water allocation 
under section 236; 

(c) ensure that the change takes effect from the first day of the next water year. 

(3) Where a water allocation holder elects to change the management arrangements of a 
water allocation from the bulk share to an individual continuous share the resource 
operations licence holder must— 

(a) estimate the total volume of water that would be available in the bulk share on 
the first day of the water year had the water allocation remained in the bulk 
share; 

(b) allocate a volume of that estimated under subsection (a) to the continuous 
share water account of the water allocation changing management 
arrangements, in proportion to its continuous share volume. 

(4) Where a water allocation holder elects to change the management of a water allocation 
from an individual continuous share to the bulk share, the volume of water held in the 
continuous share water account for that water allocation at the end of the water year 
must be added to the continuous share water account for the bulk share prior to 
determining the announced allocation for the new water year. 

Division 5 Maximum volume of water that may be taken 

245 Maximum volume of water that may be taken in a water year 
(1) The maximum volume of water that may be taken in a water year under a water 

allocation is the annual resource cap for the water allocation. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must determine the annual resource cap for a 
water allocation managed as— 

(a) an individual continuous share—using the following formula— 

( )ARC
NLC

LC SAFDCO
η

ηNV
ARC +++

×
=

 
(b) part of the bulk share—using the following formula— 

SA
η

ηNV
AAARC

NLC

LC +⎟
⎟
⎠

⎞
⎜
⎜
⎝

⎛
⎟
⎟
⎠

⎞
⎜
⎜
⎝

⎛ ×
×=

 
(3) The parameters used in the formulae under subsection 2 are defined in Table 15.8. 
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Table 15.8 Annual resource cap parameters 

Parameter Description 

ARC The annual resource cap for the water allocation. 

NV The nominal volume of the water allocation. 

ηC L The relevant cap adjustment factor, specified in Table 15.9 that applies to the 
location of the water allocation. 

ηC NL The relevant cap adjustment factor, specified in Table 15.9 that applies to the 
nominal location of the water allocation. 

CO Carry over made available under section 246 to the water allocation.  

FD Forward draw made available under section 247 to the water allocation. 

SAARC 

The sum of all seasonal water assignments of annual resource cap made under 
section 260 to and from the continuous share water account for the water 
allocation. 

SA The sum of all seasonal water assignments of water made under section 261 to 
and from the water account for the water allocation. 

AA The announced allocation made under section 241 that is applicable to the 
water allocation. 

Table 15.9 Annual resource cap adjustment factor 

Location (zone) Annual resource cap adjustment 
factor ηC 

LBS-01 1.00 

LBS-02 1.00 

LBS-03 1.00 

LBS-04 1.00 

Division 6 Carry over and forward draw 

246 Carry over 
(1) This section applies to water allocations managed as individual continuous shares. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder may only make carry over available to a water 
allocation holder— 

(a) at the beginning of a water year; and 

(b) for that water year. 

(3) The maximum total carry over that the resource operations licence holder may make 
available to water allocation holders in a water year must be the lesser of— 

(a) 20 per cent of the sum of the nominal volumes of all water allocations 
managed within the scheme; or 

(b) the sum of the unused nominal volume for all water allocations managed as 
individual continuous shares, calculated using the following formula— 

( )[ ] TOICPU DIVSASAFDCOFDNVNV −−+++−=  
(4) The parameters used in the formulae under subsection 3 are defined in Table 15.10. 
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Table 15.10 Parameters used for calculating carry over  

Parameter Description 

NVU The sum of unused nominal volumes for all water allocations managed as individual 
continuous shares, calculated at the end of that water year. 

NV The nominal volume of a water allocation. 

FDP The volume of forward draw taken in the previous water year of the volume of forward 
draw offered under section 247. 

DIVT 
Total diversions: the total volume of water taken under the authority of the water 
allocation in the current water year. For the purposes of this calculation all CO, FDTC, 
SAI and SAO are assumed to have been taken. 

CO Volume of water carried over from the previous water year. 

FDC Total forward draw made available in the current water year. 

SAI 
Total seasonal water assignments of annual resource cap into a continuous share water 
account. 

SAO Total seasonal water assignments of annual resource cap out of a continuous share water 
account. 

247 Forward draw 
(1) This section applies to water allocations managed as individual continuous shares. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder may make forward draw available for a water 
allocation at any time during a water year. 

(3) The maximum total forward draw that the resource operations licence holder may 
make available to water allocations in a water year must be no greater than 10 per cent 
of the total of the nominal volumes of all water allocations in the scheme. 

(4) The resource operations licence holder may make forward draw available for a water 
allocation if— 

(a) where carry over has been made available for the water allocation under 
section 246—all of the carry over for the current water year has been taken; 
and 

(b) all of the nominal volume for the water allocation has been taken. 

(5) If forward draw is taken in a water year, then until the end of that water year, 
E J Beardmore Dam must be operated to spill at full supply level minus the volume 
that is equivalent to the total of the forward draw for that water year. 

Division 7 Critical water supply arrangements 

248 Critical water supply arrangements 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may prepare and submit critical water supply 

arrangements to the chief executive for approval anytime after commencement of this 
section. 

(2) The critical water supply arrangements must— 

(a) be developed with participation from local government, stakeholders and the 
community; 

(b) include triggers for commencement and cessation of the arrangements; 

(c) include a monitoring and reporting schedule; 
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(d) be developed taking into consideration options for facilitating the transfer of 
water to continuous share water accounts held or managed by essential 
services, industry and basic per capita consumption (excluding water for use 
outside of the home); and 

(e) be developed taking into consideration, when storage levels are above the 
minimum operating level, obtaining approval from the chief executive to allow 
holders of high priority water allocations or water allocations with the purpose 
of urban to relocate water between waterholes within E J Beardmore Dam and 
Jack Taylor Weir to maintain supplies at the off-takes. 

(3) The chief executive, in assessing the submission, may either— 

(a) request further information; 

(b) approve the critical water supply arrangements with or without conditions; or 

(c) require the resource operations licence holder to submit a proposal for revised 
critical water supply arrangements. 

(4) The resource operations licence holder must make public on its website the critical 
water supply arrangements and any conditions, once approved by the chief executive. 

(5) Where the chief executive approves the critical water supply arrangements under this 
section, the chief executive must amend this plan, in accordance with section 364. 

249 Critical water supply arrangements commencement and cessation 
(1) When the commencement triggers in the critical water supply arrangements are 

activated, the critical water supply arrangements apply and the relevant sections in the 
resource operations plan cease to apply for the critical water supply arrangement 
period. 

(2) When the cessation triggers in the critical water supply arrangements are activated the 
provisions of the resource operations plan fully apply. 

250 Amendment of critical water supply arrangements 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may submit proposed changes to the approved 

critical water supply arrangements to the chief executive at any time.  

(2) The chief executive in assessing or deciding on proposed changes to the critical water 
supply arrangements submitted under subsection 1 may either— 

(a) request further information;  

(b) approve the proposed changes with or without conditions;  

(c) amend and approve the amended changes; or  

(d) refuse the proposed changes. 

(3) Where the chief executive approves changes to the critical water supply arrangements 
under this section, the chief executive may amend this plan, in accordance with 
section 364. 
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Part 3 Dealings with water allocations 

Division 1 Subdivision or amalgamation of water allocations 

251 Permitted subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) The subdivision of a water allocation into two or more water allocations is permitted 

where all of the following apply— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is equal to the 
nominal volume of the water allocation being subdivided; and 

(b) the nominal location, location, priority group and purpose of the new water 
allocations remain the same as that of the water allocation being subdivided. 

(2) The amalgamation of two or more water allocations into a new water allocation is 
permitted where all of the following apply— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations being amalgamated; and 

(b) the nominal location, location, priority group and purpose of the new water 
allocation remains the same as that of the water allocations being 
amalgamated. 

252 Prohibited subdivisions and amalgamations 
(1) The subdivision of a water allocation into two or more water allocations is prohibited 

where any one of the following apply— 

(a) the sum of the nominal volumes of the new water allocations is not equal to 
the nominal volume of the water allocation being subdivided; or 

(b) the nominal location, location, priority group and purpose of the new water 
allocations are not the same as that of the water allocation being subdivided. 

(2) The amalgamation of two or more water allocations into a new water allocation is 
prohibited where any one of the following apply— 

(a) the nominal volume of the new water allocation is not equal to the sum of the 
nominal volumes of the water allocations being amalgamated; or 

(b) the nominal location, location, priority group and purpose of the new water 
allocation is not the same as that of the water allocations being amalgamated. 

Division 2 Water allocation change rules 

Subdivision 1 Permitted changes 

253 Change of location 
(1) A change to the location of a water allocation is permitted if— 

(a) the location is being changed to a location within the scheme; and 

(b) the purpose of the water allocation is ‘any’; and 

(c) the change would not result in a total nominal volume in a zone that— 

(i) exceeds the maximum total nominal volume identified in Table 15.11 
for a zone and priority group; or  

(ii) is less than the minimum total nominal volume identified in 
Table 15.11 for a zone and priority group. 
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(2) Subsection 1(c)(ii) does not apply to a water allocation with a nominal location of zone 
LBS-03 if the nominal volume of the water allocation at the commencement of this 
section is less than or equal to 25 megalitres. 

(3) For this section, the total nominal volume in a zone is the total nominal volume of all 
water allocations of the same priority group— 

(a) for the zone; and 

(b) for which a relevant valid certificate has been issued under section 129 of the 
Water Act 2000. 

Table 15.11 Permitted distribution in the scheme 

High priority water allocations Medium priority water allocations 

Location (zone) Minimum total 
nominal volume 

(ML) 

Maximum total 
nominal 

volume (ML) 

Minimum total 
nominal volume 

(ML) 

Maximum total 
nominal 

volume (ML) 

LBS-01 0 390 0 81 575 

LBS-02 0 2610 0 81 575 

LBS-03 0 0 3619 5619 

LBS-04 0 0 0 3130 

254 Change of purpose 
A change to the purpose of a water allocation is permitted where the change is from ‘any’ to 
‘distribution loss’. 

Subdivision 2 Prohibited changes 

255 Change of location 
(1) A change to the location of a water allocation is prohibited if— 

(a) the location is being changed to a zone that is not within the scheme; or 

(b) the purpose of the water allocation is ‘distribution loss’; or 

(c) the change would result in a total nominal volume in a zone that— 

(i) exceeds the maximum total nominal volume for a zone for a priority 
group identified in Table 15.11; or  

(ii) is less than the minimum total nominal volume for a zone for a 
priority group identified in Table 15.11. 

(2) Subsection 1(c)(ii) does not apply to a water allocation with a nominal location of zone 
LBS-03 if the nominal volume of the water allocation at the commencement of this 
section is less than or equal to 25 megalitres. 

(3) For this section, the total nominal volume in a zone is the total nominal volume of all 
water allocations of the same priority group for the zone. 
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256 Change of nominal location 
A change to the nominal location for a water allocation is prohibited. 

257 Change of priority group 
A change to the priority group for a water allocation is prohibited if the change would result in 
a priority group that is not specified as either— 

(a) high priority; or 

(b) medium priority. 

Subdivision 3 Other changes 

258 Changes not provided for in subdivisions 1 and 2 
An application for a change to a water allocation that is not explicitly provided for under 
subdivisions 1 and 2 may be made in accordance with section 130 of the Water Act 2000. 

Part 4 Seasonal water assignments 

259 Maximum total water use 
(1) The resource operations licence holder may approve a seasonal water assignment if the 

total water use in a water year for each zone does not exceed the maximum total water 
use volume detailed in Table 15.12 for each zone. 

(2) The maximum total water use volume for a zone is the total volume of water used in a 
zone in a water year for all priority groups by water allocations managed as— 

(a) individual continuous shares; and 

(b) part of the bulk share. 

Table 15.12 Maximum water use volumes for the scheme 

Location (zone) Maximum water use (ML) 

LBS-01 81 575 

LBS-02 81 575 

LBS-03 5619 

LBS-04 3130 

260 Seasonal water assignment of annual resource cap 
(1) This section applies to the water allocations managed as individual continuous shares. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder may approve a seasonal water assignment of 
annual resource cap if doing so is consistent with the requirements under section 259. 

(3) The maximum volume of annual resource cap that may be seasonally assigned must be 
determined using the following formula— 

DIVARCSA maxARC −=  
(4) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 3 are defined in Table 15.13. 
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(5) Subject to the determination made under subsection 3, the volume available at the new 
location for the water allocation, must be determined using the following formula— 

CLC

NLCR
ARC

ARC
SA

η
η×

=
 

(6) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 5 are defined in Table 15.13. 

Table 15.13 Parameters used to determine a seasonal water assignment of annual resource cap 

Parameters Description 

SA ARC max The maximum annual resource cap available for seasonal water assignment. 

ARC The annual resource cap for the water allocation. 

DIV 

The total volume of water that has been taken under the water allocation during 
the current water year. Note that for the purpose of identifying the volume of 
annual resource cap available to be seasonally assigned any previous seasonal 
water assignment of annual resource cap out of the water account is considered as 
water taken by the assignor. 

ηC  NL The relevant cap adjustment factor, as defined in Table 15.9 that applies to the 
new location to which the annual resource cap is proposed to be assigned. 

ηC CL 
The relevant cap adjustment factor, as defined in Table 15.9 that applies to the 
current location of the water allocation from which the annual resource cap is 
being assigned. 

SA ARC The annual resource cap volume available at the new location. 

ARC R The annual resource cap volume requested for seasonal water assignment. 

261 Seasonal water assignment of water 
(1) This section applies to water allocations managed as part of the bulk share. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder may approve a seasonal water assignment if 
doing so is consistent with the requirements under section 259. 

(3) The maximum volume of water that may be seasonally assigned must be determined 
using the following formula— 

DIVARCSAmax −=  
(4) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 3 are defined in Table 15.14. 

(5) Subject to the determination made under subsection 3, the volume available at the new 
location for a water allocation, must be determined using the following formula— 

CLS

NLSRSA
SA

η
η×

=
 

(6) The parameters used in the formula under subsection 5 are defined in Table 15.14. 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 85 

Table 15.14 Parameters used to determine a seasonal water assignment of water 

Parameters Description 

SA max The maximum volume of water available for seasonal water assignment. 

ARC 

The annual resource cap for the water allocation. For the bulk share the annual 
resource cap reflects the volume of water made available under an announced 
allocation plus or minus any seasonal water assignment arrangements entered into 
during the water year. 

DIV 
Total volume of water taken during the current water year. Note that any seasonal 
water assignment out of a water account is considered as water taken by the 
assignor. 

ηS  NL The relevant storage factor, as defined in Table 15.3 that applies to the new 
location to which the water is proposed to be assigned. 

ηS CL The relevant storage factor, as defined in Table 15.3 that applies to the current 
location of the water allocation from which the water is being assigned. 

SA The volume of water available at the new location. 

SA R The volume of water requested for seasonal water assignment. 

Part 5 Water assignments 

262 Water assignments 
(1) This section applies to water allocations managed as individual continuous shares. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder may approve a water assignment provided the 
volume of water assigned does not exceed the available capacity in the continuous 
share water account of the water allocation to which the water is being assigned. 

(3) Take of water under a water assignment must not exceed the annual resource cap for 
the continuous share water account to which it has been assigned. 

Part 6 Accounting for stored environmental, stock and 
domestic water 

263 Establishment and operation of a water account for environmental, stock and 
domestic water 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must establish an environmental, stock and 

domestic water account for water stored under section 275(2). 

(2) Water managed under the water account established under subsection 1 must be subject 
to the estimation and reconciliation processes under sections 238 and 239 as if a 
reference in the sections to continuous share water account were a reference to the 
environmental, stock and domestic water account. 

(3) Except where additional temporary storage capacity has been made available under 
section 37(2)(a) of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004, the 
maximum volume of water that may be held in the environmental stock and domestic 
water account is the available airspace in the total conceptual storage volume. 

(4) The minimum volume of water that may be held in the water account for 
environmental stock and domestic water is zero megalitres. 

(5) Water released under section 276 must be deducted from the environmental, stock and 
domestic water account. 
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(6) If the water level in E J Beardmore Dam is less than or equal to the minimum operating 
level defined in Table 15.1, the environmental, stock and domestic water account must 
be reset to zero megalitres. 

(7) Spills from E J Beardmore Dam must be deducted from the environmental stock and 
domestic water account until the balance in the environmental stock and domestic 
water account is zero. 

Part 7 Water exchange agreements for flow event 
management 

264 Water exchange agreements for flow event management 
(1) To achieve the purposes of flow event management, the chief executive may enter into 

a water exchange agreement with the holder of a water allocation to transfer water 
from an individual continuous share or the bulk share to the environmental stock and 
domestic water account, established under section 263. 

(2) The chief executive must obtain consent from the resource operations licence holder 
to— 

(a) exchange water from an individual continuous share or the bulk share to the 
environmental, stock and domestic water account; and 

(b) return the water exchanged under subsection 1. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must maintain a record of— 

(a) the name of the exchanger; 

(b) the name of the exchangee; 

(c) the volume of water exchanged; and 

(d) the effective date of the water exchange. 

(4) The chief executive must maintain a record of when the water exchanged under 
subsection 1 was returned to the water allocation holder. 

 

265 to 267 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 12 Flow event management rules for the Lower 
Balonne Water Management Area 

Part 1 Preliminary 

268 Application of Chapter 12 
This chapter applies to— 

(a) water harvesting entitlements in the Lower Balonne Water Management Area; 

(b) all water allocations managed under the resource operations licence for the St 
George Water Supply Scheme; and 

(c) the resource operations licence holder for the St George Water Supply 
Scheme. 

269 Indicators of a flow through event 
(1) For this chapter, a flow through event occurs if a flow passes all of the following points 

along the following watercourses within a three month period— 

(a) junction of the Culgoa, Barwon and Darling Rivers; 

(b) Birrie River upstream of the junction of the Culgoa and Birrie rivers; 

(c) Culgoa River upstream of the junction of the Culgoa and Birrie rivers; 

(d) junction of the Bokhara River and Cato Creek; and 

(e) Narran Park gauging station. 

(2) A flow through event has finished once there is no visible flow at at least one of the 
points along the watercourses specified under subsection 1. 

270 Likelihood of a flow through event 
The chief executive must have regard to any resource operations management guidelines 
prepared under section 371 when determining the likelihood of a flow through event. 

271 Managing bifurcation weirs 
The chief executive must provide the Dumaresq-Barwon Border Rivers Commission with 
information about flows in the Lower Balonne Water Management Area so the bifurcation 
weirs can be managed to maximise the likelihood of achieving a flow through event and in 
accordance with any agreement made between the state and New South Wales. 

272 Maximum period for reductions under flow event management rules 
Where more than one of the flow event management rules under this Chapter are triggered at 
the same time, the maximum period for which the rate of take under water harvesting 
entitlements may be reduced is the greater of the periods mentioned in the rules that apply in 
accordance with section 41 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 
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273 Limiting take under flow event management rules 
(1) This part applies to water that is— 

(a) passed by the resource operations licence holder in accordance with 
section 275(1); or 

(b) released by the resource operations licence holder in accordance with 
sections 276 or 277(3); or  

(c) not taken due to a reduction notified by the chief executive under 
sections 277(2), 279(2) and 281(3). 

(2) A water entitlement holder must not take water to which this part applies, unless it is 
being taken under an authorisation for stock or domestic purposes. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must ensure that the delivery of water orders 
does not reduce the volume of environmental, stock and domestic water, or water not 
taken under flow event management rules, passing through the system. 

Part 2 Managing low flow events 

274 Scope of Part 2 
This part provides rules for managing low flow events for the Lower Balonne in accordance 
with section 38 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

275 Passing and storing water for environmental, stock and domestic purposes 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must pass inflow into E J Beardmore Dam up to 

730 megalitres per day for environmental, stock and domestic purposes unless directed 
by the chief executive to store this water under subsection 2. 

(2) The chief executive may direct the resource operations licence holder to store inflows 
up to 730 megalitres per day if— 

(a) the water level in E J Beardmore Dam is— 

(i) less than the full supply; and 

(ii) greater than the minimum operating level; and 

(b) the chief executive determines that passing the water will not maximise the 
likelihood of a flow through event. 

(3) If the chief executive under subsection 2 directs the resource operations licence holder 
to store the inflows up to 730 megalitres per day, then the resource operations licence 
holder must store the water in the environmental, stock and domestic water account 
established under section 263. 

276 Releasing water stored for environmental, stock and domestic purposes 
(1) The chief executive must direct the resource operations licence holder to release water 

stored under section 275(2) if— 

(a) an inflow occurs into E J Beardmore Dam; and  

(b) more than 12 months has passed since the last flow through event has finished; 
and 

(c) the chief executive determines that the release will maximise the likelihood of 
a flow through event. 
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(2) If the chief executive under subsection 1 directs the resource operations licence holder 
to release water stored, then the resource operations licence holder must release the 
water stored. 

277 Flow event management rules—managing low flows 
(1) This section applies if— 

(a) the chief executive has determined an announced period for water harvesting 
entitlements under section 118; and 

(b) the chief executive has determined that any water released for environmental, 
stock and domestic purposes in accordance with section 276 is not likely to 
result in a flow through event; and 

(c) more than 12 months has passed since the last flow through event has finished. 

(2) The chief executive must— 

(a) notify holders of water harvesting entitlements of a reduction to the daily rate 
of take for the entitlements to 90 per cent of the daily rate of take stated on the 
entitlements— 

(i) for each threshold for water harvesting stated on the entitlement; and  

(ii) for the period of the flow event up to a maximum of five days; and 

(b) notify operators of weirs downstream of the Jack Taylor Weir that are 
authorised to interfere with flow by impounding water— 

(i) to reduce the volume of water impounded by the weir by passing a 
specified volume up to 10 per cent of the volume that could have been 
impounded during the flow event; and 

(ii) to make the release of water under the conditions specified by the 
chief executive; and 

(c) provide information to the Dumaresq-Barwon Border Rivers Commission so 
the bifurcation weirs can be managed in accordance with section 271 to 
maximise the likelihood of a flow through event and in accordance with an 
agreement between the state and New South Wales. 

(3) If the chief executive determines that the actions under sections 276 and 277(2) are not 
likely to result in a flow through event, the chief executive must direct the resource 
operations licence holder to release a specified volume of water up to 10 per cent of the 
inflow that would otherwise have been stored for use under water allocations in the 
St George Water Supply Scheme to maximise the likelihood of a flow through event. 

Part 3 Managing medium flow events 

278 Scope of Part 3 
This part provides rules for managing medium flow events for the Lower Balonne in 
accordance with section 39 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

279 Flow event management rules—managing medium flows 
(1) This section applies if the chief executive has determined an announced period for 

water harvesting entitlements under section 118 and either— 

(a) more than two years have passed since a flow event with a peak flow of 
greater than or equal to 60 000 megalitres per day at Jack Taylor Weir; or 

(b) more than three years have passed since a flow event with a peak flow of 
greater than or equal to 100 000 megalitres per day at Jack Taylor Weir.  
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(2) The chief executive must notify holders of water harvesting entitlements of a reduction 
to the daily rate of take for the entitlements to 90 per cent of the daily rate of take 
stated on the entitlements— 

(a) for each threshold for water harvesting stated on the entitlement; and 

(b) for the period of the flow event up to a maximum of five days. 

Part 4 Managing Narran Lakes filling flow events 

280 Scope of Part 4 
This part provides rules for managing Narran Lakes Ramsar site filling flow events in 
accordance with section 40 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004. 

281 Flow event management rules—managing Narran Lakes Ramsar site filling 
(1) This section applies if the chief executive has determined an announced period for 

water harvesting entitlements under section 118. 

(2) Subsection 3 applies where— 

(a) a flow event of a volume sufficient to fill the Narran Lakes Ramsar site under 
the pre-development flow pattern occurs during the period 1 April to 
31 August; or  

(b) both of the following occur— 

(i) the Narran Lakes Ramsar site has filled during the period 1 April 
to 31 August; and 

(ii) within four months after the Narran Lakes Ramsar site has filled, a 
flow event that would refill the Narran Lakes Ramsar site under the 
pre-development flow pattern occurs. 

(3) The chief executive must notify holders of water harvesting entitlements of a reduction 
to the daily rate of take for the entitlements to 90 per cent of the daily rate of take 
stated on the entitlements— 

(a) for each threshold for water harvesting stated on the entitlement; and 

(b) for the period of the flow event up to a maximum of 10 days. 

Part 5 Compensation rules for flow event management 

Division 1 Compensation rules for unsupplemented water 

282 Application of Division 1 
(1) This division provides rules that, in accordance with section 42 of the Water Resource 

(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004, compensate water harvesting entitlement 
holders for reductions in take notified under sections 277(2)(a), 279(2) and 281(3). 

(2) This division applies to— 

(a) unsupplemented water allocations metered in accordance with section 14; and 

(b) overland flow licences regulated and metered in accordance with section 123. 
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283 Accounting for reduction in take of water harvesting under rules for flow event 
management  
(1) The chief executive must establish a water bank account for each unsupplemented 

water allocation and overland flow water licence. 

(2) The account must be credited with the volume of water not available to be taken as a 
result of reductions applying under the flow event management rules in sections 
277(2)(a), 279(2) and 281(3). 

(3) For water entitlements managed under an instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing 
rule, the chief executive must not credit the water bank account with the volume of 
water referred to in subsection 2 if storages were full at the time of reductions. 

(4) For water allocations managed under a multiyear accounting water sharing rule, the 
chief executive must not credit the water bank account with the volume of water 
referred to in subsection 2 if the balance of the volumetric account at the time of 
reductions was zero. 

(5) The volume of water made available during an announced compensation period under 
section 284(3)(b) will be deemed to be taken in accordance with the announcement and 
must be debited from the account. 

(6) The minimum volume of water that may be held in an account is zero megalitres. 

(7) The maximum volume of water that may be held in an account may not exceed the 
account cap that is determined using the process in the resource operations 
management guidelines developed under section 377. 

(8) The volume of water in a water bank account may only be taken under the water 
harvesting entitlement to which the water bank account relates. 

(9) The chief executive may report on the water bank in the flow event report prepared in 
section 290A. 

284 Compensation rules for water harvesting entitlements 
(1) This section applies if a volume of water is held in a water bank account under 

section 283. 

(2) The chief executive may announce a compensation period during which the holder of a 
water harvesting entitlement may take additional water up to the volume held in the 
water bank account for the entitlement if the taking of additional water does not 
adversely affect— 

(a) the achievement of the purposes for flow event management; and 

(b) the ability of other entitlement holders to take water under their entitlements. 

(3) The chief executive must notify holders of water harvesting entitlements of— 

(a) the water harvesting entitlements that the announced compensation period to 
take additional water relates to; 

(b) the volume and rate of take of additional water available to be taken; 

(c) the start and duration of the announced compensation period for taking the 
additional water; and 

(d) the conditions under which the additional water may be taken. 

(4) In deciding the start and duration of the compensation period, and the conditions under 
which a holder of a water harvesting entitlement may take additional water during this 
period, the chief executive must consider— 

(a) information about flows in the Balonne River at the St George Weir;  
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(b) the provisions of any management guidelines prepared under section 371 that 
apply to the water entitlements to which this section applies; and 

(c) consistency with subsection 2 requirements. 

Division 2 Compensation rules for supplemented water 

285 Scope of Division 2 
This division provides rules that, in accordance with section 38(3)(b)(ii) of the Water Resource 
(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004, replace supplemented water released under 
section 277(3). 

286 Accounting for supplemented water released under low flow event management 
rules 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record the details of— 

(a) water released under section 277(3) in accordance with section 321(3); and 

(b) water replaced under section 287 in accordance with section 329D. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must provide the details of the information 
measured and recorded under subsection 1 in accordance with section 344A. 

287 Replacing supplemented water released under low flow event management rules 
(1) This section applies if the resource operations licence holder has released a volume of 

water under section 277(3). 

(2) In accordance with section 38(3)(b)(ii) of the Water Resource (Condamine and 
Balonne) Plan 2004, the chief executive must give priority to replacing the volume of 
water released under section 277(3). 

(3) The volume of water replaced under subsection 2 must not exceed the volume of water 
released under section 277(3). 

 

288 to 289 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 13 Performance assessment 

290 Water monitoring 
(1) The chief executive must measure, and keep publicly available, records of— 

(a) water available to be taken;  

(b) water taken;  

(c) prices for water permanently traded; 

(d) the number of permanent trades and seasonal water assignments; and 

(e) the nominal volume of water under permanent trades and seasonal water 
assignments. 

(2) The chief executive may collect and record publicly available information on— 

(a) future consumptive demands for water; and 

(b) water use efficiency. 

(3) The chief executive may use information collected to support water resource 
assessment and reporting. 

290A Flow event reporting 
(1) The chief executive must prepare a flow event report for public release within three 

months after the end of each flow event. 

(2) This report may include— 

(a) spatial and temporal rainfall daily totals; 

(b) gauging station flow records; 

(c) volumes of water taken from the river; 

(d) volumes of water taken as overland flow; 

(e) reduction in take under the flow event management rules in sections 277(2), 
279(2) or 281(3) and total credits to the water bank under section 283; 

(f) water made available to be taken under the compensation rules for water 
harvesting entitlements in section 284 and total debits to the water bank under 
section 283; 

(g) water transferred to the environmental, stock and domestic account under the 
water exchange agreements in section 264; 

(h) environmental, stock and domestic water releases; 

(i) a water balance; 

(j) outcomes of the flow event; 

(k) the area of floodplain inundated; 

(l) recommendations for the management of future flow events; and 

(m) any other matters that the chief executive may wish to include. 
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291 Ecological performance monitoring and assessment 
(1) The chief executive will develop and implement an ecological performance monitoring 

and assessment program that will provide the basis to collect and record information 
on— 

(a) ecological assets that are linked to the ecological outcomes of the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; and 

(b) the critical water requirements of the ecological assets, including the provision 
of these requirements under the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) 
Plan 2004. 

(2) The chief executive may also consider including the collection and recording of 
information on the condition and trend of ecological assets in the Lower Balonne as a 
requirement of the ecological performance monitoring and assessment program. 

292 Assessment  
The chief executive must assess the data measured, collected and recorded under sections 290, 
290A and 291 against the outcomes specified in the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) 
Plan 2004. 

292A Murray–Darling Basin Cap audit 
(1) The chief executive must, within 12 months of commencement of this section, set a 

long term diversion Cap for the plan area for submission to the Murray–Darling Basin 
Authority. 

(2) The Cap must be consistent with schedule E of the Murray–Darling Basin Agreement 
and schedule 1 of the Commonwealth Water Act 2007. 

(3) The chief executive must determine, annually, the measured volume and the annual 
diversion target for the plan area and make this data available for the Murray–Darling 
Basin Cap audit process under the Murray–Darling Basin Agreement. 

(4) The chief executive may use the IQQM computer program or other assessment method 
approved by the chief executive. 

293 Monitoring and reporting requirements for water entitlements not managed 
under a resource operations licence in areas other than the Lower Balonne 
Water Management Area 
(1) This section applies to all water allocations that authorise the take of unsupplemented 

water in areas other than the Lower Balonne Water Management Area. 

(2) The water allocation holder must collect and record for each take of water — 

(a) the volume of water taken; and 

(b) the start and end of taking water.  

(3) The entitlement holder must provide the details mentioned in subsection 2 to the chief 
executive quarterly. 

294 Monitoring and reporting requirements for water harvesting entitlements in the 
Lower Balonne Water Management Area not diverted to Thuraggi Watercourse 
(1) For water taken under a water harvesting entitlement in the Lower Balonne Water 

Management Area not diverted to zone LBU-09, water entitlement holders must collect 
and record, for each announced period, details of— 

(a) the date, time and meter reading at the start and end of taking water; 
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(b) the total volumes of the water taken under overland flow water licences and 
the volumes taken under water allocations to take unsupplemented water; 

(c) the volume of water stored in any storage associated with the water harvesting 
entitlement at the start and the end of the announced period; 

(d) the date, time and meter reading at the start and end of reductions under 
sections 277(2), 279(2), or 281(3); 

(e) the date, time and volume of water stored in any storage associated with the 
water harvesting entitlement at the start and end of reductions under 
sections 277(2), 279(2), or 281(3); and 

(f) the volume of water taken under the compensation rules for flow event 
management in section 284. 

(2) The water entitlement holder must transfer the data collected under subsection 1 to the 
chief executive within five business days of the end of each announced period. 

 

295 to 299 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 14 Resource operations licence holder 
monitoring and reporting 

Part 1 Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme 

300 Application of Part 1 
The monitoring requirements set out in this part apply to the resource operations licence holder 
for the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme. 

301 Stream flow and storage water level data 
The resource operations licence holder must record storage water level and flow data in 
accordance with Table 16.  

Table 16 Locations where continuous time series height and flow data and storage water 
level data are required 

Location Continuous time series 
storage water level data 

Continuous time series 
height and flow data 

Leslie Dam headwater   

Leslie Dam tailwater   

Talgai Weir headwater   

Lemon Tree Weir headwater   

Cecil Plains Weir headwater   

302 Releases from water storages   
(1) This section applies to Leslie Dam. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record for each storage 
outlet—  

(a) the daily volume released;   

(b) the release rate, and for any change in the release rate— 

(i) the date and time of the change; and 

(ii) the new release rate. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must record for each storage outlet—  

(a) the reason for each release; and 

(b) for the multi-level off-take, the inlet level used and reason for deciding to 
release from that particular inlet level. 

303 Water diversions 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record the daily volume of 

water delivered to the North Branch of the Condamine River from the Condamine 
River via the Yarramalong Pump Station. 

(2) The methodology for determining the volume delivered must be approved by the chief 
executive. 
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304 Announced allocations 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of announced allocation 
determinations including—  

(a) the announced allocations for— 

(i) high class A priority water allocations; 

(ii) high class B priority water allocations;  

(iii) medium priority water allocations; and 

(iv) risk class B priority water allocations.  

(b) the date announced allocations are determined; and  

(c) the value of each parameter applied for calculating the announced allocation.  

305 Water taken by water users  
The resource operations licence holder must record the total volume of water, including 
distribution loss water, taken by each water user for each zone as follows—  

(a) the total volume of water taken each quarter; 

(b) the total volume of water entitled to be taken at any time; and  

(c) the basis for determining the total volume of water entitled to be taken at any 
time.  

306 Seasonal water assignment of a water allocation  
The resource operations licence holder must record details of seasonal water assignment 
arrangements including—  

(a) the name of the assignee, volume and location of water that has been 
seasonally assigned by an assignor; 

(b) the name of assignor, volume and location of water that has been seasonally 
assigned to an assignee; and 

(c) the effective date of seasonal assignments. 

Part 2 Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 

307 Application of Part 2 
The monitoring requirements set out in this part apply to the resource operations licence holder 
for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme. 

308 Stream flow and storage water level data 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must record storage water level and flow data in 

accordance with Table 17.  

(2) For storage inflow, the resource operations licence holder must— 

(a) determine inflows based on a storage inflow derivation methodology approved 
by the chief executive; and  

(b) submit the proposed inflow derivation methodology to the chief executive for 
approval within 40 business days of the commencement of this plan. 
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(3) For storage tailwater flows the resource operations licence holder— 

(a) must determine tailwater flows based on a methodology approved by the chief 
executive; 

(b) may use the release curve developed for the discharge works in order to 
estimate tailwater flows; 

(c) must submit the proposed tailwater flow methodology, including the release 
curve for the outlet works if the release curve is used to estimate tailwater 
flows, to the chief executive for approval within 40 business days of the 
commencement of this plan. 

Table 17 Locations where continuous time series height and flow data and storage water 
level data are required 

Location Continuous time series 
storage water level data 

Continuous time series 
height and flow data 

Chinchilla Weir headwater   

Chinchilla Weir inflow   

309 Releases from water storages 
(1) This section applies to Chinchilla Weir. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record for each storage 
outlet—  

(a) the daily volume released;   

(b) the release rate, and for any change in the release rate— 

(i) the date and time of the change; and 

(ii) the new release rate. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must record for each storage outlet the reason 
for each release. 

310 Announced allocations  
The resource operations licence holder must record details of announced allocation 
determinations including—  

(a) the announced allocations for— 

(i) high priority water allocations; and 

(ii) medium priority water allocations. 

(b) the date announced allocations are determined; and  

(c) the value of each parameter applied for calculating the announced allocation.  

311 Water taken by water users  
The resource operations licence holder must record the total volume of water taken by each 
water user for each zone as follows—  

(a) the total volume of water taken each quarter; 

(b) the total volume of water entitled to be taken at any time; and  

(c) the basis for determining the total volume of water entitled to be taken at any 
time. 
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312 Seasonal water assignment of a water allocation 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of seasonal water assignment 
arrangements including—  

(a) the name of the assignee, volume and location of water that has been 
seasonally assigned by an assignor; 

(b) the name of assignor, volume and location of water that has been seasonally 
assigned to an assignee; and 

(c) the effective date of seasonal assignments. 

Part 3 Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 

313 Application of Part 3 
The monitoring requirements set out in this part apply to the resource operations licence holder 
for the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme. 

314 Stream flow and storage water level data 
The resource operations licence holder must record storage water level and flow data in 
accordance with Table 18. 

Table 18 Locations where continuous time series height and flow data and storage water 
level data are required 

Location Continuous time series 
storage water level data 

Continuous time series 
height and flow data 

Neil Turner Weir headwater   

Neil Turner Weir inflow   

315 Releases from water storages 
(1) This section applies to Neil Turner Weir. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record for the storage 
outlet—  

(a) the date of the release; 

(b) the volume released; and 

(c) the reason for each release. 

316 Water taken by water users 
The resource operations licence holder must record the total volume of water taken by each 
water user for each zone as follows—  

(a) the total volume of water taken each quarter; 

(b) the total volume of water entitled to be taken at any time; and  

(c) the basis for determining the total volume of water entitled to be taken at any 
time.  
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317 Seasonal water assignment of a water allocation  
The resource operations licence holder must record details of seasonal water assignment 
arrangements including—  

(a) the name of the assignee, volume and location of water that has been 
seasonally assigned by an assignor; 

(b) the name of assignor, volume and location of water that has been seasonally 
assigned to an assignee; and 

(c) the effective date of seasonal assignments. 

Part 4 St George Water Supply Scheme 

318 Application of part 4 
The monitoring requirements set out in this part apply to the resource operations licence holder 
for the St George Water Supply Scheme. 

319 Stream flow and storage water level data 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record storage water level 

and flow data in accordance with Table 19. 

(2) For storage inflow, the resource operations licence holder must— 

(a) submit a proposed inflow derivation methodology to the chief executive for 
approval within 40 business days of the commencement of this section; and 

(b) determine inflows based on the approved storage inflow derivation 
methodology. 

(3) For the purposes of this section ‘storage’ refers to the total conceptual storage for the 
St George Water Supply Scheme. 

Table 19 Locations where continuous time series height storage water level data and daily 
flow data are required 

Location Continuous time series 
storage water level data Daily flow data 

E J Beardmore Dam headwater   

E J Beardmore Dam inflow   

Jack Taylor Weir headwater     

Moolabah Weir headwater    

Buckinbah Weir headwater   

320 Use of waterholes 
(1) For any waterhole from which supplemented water is taken the resource operations 

licence holder must establish a unique identifier. 

(2) For each day that supplemented water is taken from a waterhole and where the water 
level is below cease to flow level, the resource operations licence must measure and 
record the level of the water below the cease to flow level. 
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321 Releases from water storages 
(1) This section applies to all of the following storages— 

(a) E J Beardmore Dam; 

(b) Jack Taylor Weir; 

(c) Moolabah Weir; 

(d) Buckinbah Weir. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must for each storage referred to under 
subsection 1— 

(a) measure and record the daily volume released;   

(b) measure and record the release rate, and for any change in the release rate— 

(i) the date and time of the change; and 

(ii) the new release rate. 

(c) record the reason for each release. 

(3) In addition to the requirements under subsection 2, where a release is made for flow 
event management under section 277(3)—the resource operations licence holder must 
also— 

(a) measure and record the total volume of water released; 

(b) maintain a record of the share of the volume recorded under subsection (a) that 
would have been distributed to each continuous share water account had a 
release not been made. 

322 Water diversions 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record the daily volume of 

supplemented water diverted by the— 

(a) St George Pump Station; 

(b) Thuraggi Watercourse off-take; and 

(c) Buckinbah Distribution Channel off-take. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must submit a methodology for determining the 
volume of supplemented water diverted, to the chief executive for approval within 40 
business days of the commencement of this section. 

(3) The resource operations licence holder must measure and record the daily volume of 
water diverted from zone LBU-01 to zone LBU-09 by the Thuraggi Watercourse off-
take where diverting water under section 135 outside announced periods. 

323 Water taken under a water allocation  
The resource operations licence holder must— 

(a) for each water allocation and each zone—measure and record all of the 
following— 

(i) the total volume of water taken each quarter; 

(ii) the volume of water entitled to be taken at any time. 

(b) record the basis for determining the volume of water entitled to be taken at any 
time. 
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324 Announced allocations—bulk share 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of announced allocation 
determinations including all of the following— 

(a) the announced allocations for— 

(i) high priority water allocations; and 

(ii) medium priority water allocations. 

(b) the date announced allocations are determined; and 

(c) the value of each parameter applied for calculating the announced allocation.  

325 Continuous share water account reconciliations 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of each continuous share water 
account reconciliation determination made under section 239, including all of the following— 

(a) the date of  the reconciliation;  

(b) the reason for the reconciliation; 

(c) the value of each parameter applied for calculating the reconciliation;  

(d) how the water volume difference was applied to continuous share water 
accounts; and 

(e) the volume of water in each continuous share water account— 

(i) immediately prior to the reconciliation; and 

(ii) immediately after the reconciliation. 

326 Continuous share volume determinations 
The resource operations licence holder must record for each water allocation all the values of 
each parameter applied in determining the continuous share volume under section 236. 

327 Carry over determinations 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of carry over determinations made 
under section 246, including all of the following— 

(a) the total carry over volume made available in each water year; 

(b) all parameters used to determine carry over for each water year. 

328 Forward draw determinations 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of forward draw determinations 
made under section 247, including all of the following— 

(a) the total forward draw made available in each water year; 

(b) for each water allocation the total forward draw— 

(i) made available in each water year; and 

(ii) taken in each water year. 

329 Seasonal water assignments of annual resource cap 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of each seasonal water assignment 
of annual resource cap made under section 260, including all of the following— 

(a) name of the assignee and the assignor; 

(b) volume of the assignment; 
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(c) location— 

(i) from which it was assigned; and 

(ii) to which it was assigned. 

(d) effective date of the seasonal assignment. 

329A Seasonal water assignments of water 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of each seasonal water assignment 
made under section 261, including all of the following—  

(a) the name of the assignee and the assignor; 

(b) the volume of the assignment; 

(c) the location— 

(i) from which it was assigned; and 

(ii) to which it is being assigned. 

(d) the effective date of the seasonal assignment. 

329B Water assignments 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of each water assignment made 
under section 262, including all of the following— 

(a) name of the assignee and the assignor; 

(b) volume of the assignment; 

(c) location— 

(i) from which it was assigned; and 

(ii) to which it was assigned. 

(d) effective date of the water assignment. 

329C Water exchange agreements for flow event management 
The resource operations licence holder must record details of each water exchange agreement 
made under section 264, including all of the following— 

(a) the name of the exchanger; 

(b) the name of the exchangee; 

(c) the volume of water exchanged; and 

(d) the effective date of the water exchange. 

329D Replacing supplemented water released under low flow event management rules 
(1) This section applies where the chief executive has replaced water under section 287. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must, when directed by the chief executive— 

(a) measure and record the total volume of water replaced; 

(b) measure and record the share of the volume under subsection (a) that was 
shared to each continuous share water account; and 

(c) record the date the water was replaced. 
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Part 5 Impact of infrastructure operation on aquatic 
ecosystems 

330 Application of Part 5 
This part applies to the resource operations licence holder for the— 

(a) Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme; 

(b) Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme; 

(c) Maranoa Water Supply Scheme; and 

(d) St George Water Supply Scheme. 

331 Water quality 
The resource operations licence holder must monitor water quality4 in relation to relevant 
infrastructure. 

332 Bank condition 
(1) Following instances of rapid water level changes or large flows through storages, or 

other occasions when collapse and/or erosion of banks may be likely, the resource 
operations licence holder must inspect banks for evidence of collapse and/or erosion 
within the ponded areas associated with the infrastructure of the resource operations 
licence holder and downstream of that infrastructure listed in— 

(a) the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(A) Tables 2–10  

(b) the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(B) Table 2;  

(c) the Maranoa Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(C) Table 2; and 

(d) the St George Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(D) Tables 2–6 

(2) The distance downstream is the distance of influence of storage operations.  

333 Fish stranding 
The resource operations licence holder must record and assess reported instances of fish 
stranding in watercourses and ponded areas associated with the operation of the infrastructure 
of the resource operations licence holder to determine if any instance is associated with the 
operation of that infrastructure listed in— 

(a) the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(A) Tables 2–10; 

(b) the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(B) Table 2;  

(c) the Maranoa Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(C) Table 2; and 

(d) the St George Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(D) Tables 2–6. 

Part 6 Data transfer 

334 Transfer of data on take of town water supply for Warwick 
The resource operations licence holder for the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme must 
transfer recorded information of the take of water for town water supply from Leslie Dam to 
the chief executive on a monthly basis. 

                                                      
4  The resource operations licence holder must monitor water quality in accordance with section 12. 
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335 Monitoring data must be made available 
(1) This section applies to the resource operations licence holder for the— 

(a) Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme; 

(b) Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme; 

(c) Maranoa Water Supply Scheme; and 

(d) St George Water Supply Scheme. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must transfer any monitoring data required 
under this Chapter to the chief executive upon request, and within the time requested. 

Part 7 Resource operations licence holder reporting 

Division 1 Quarterly reporting 

336 Quarterly report for Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme 
(1) The resource operations licence holder for the Upper Condamine Water Supply 

Scheme must submit a quarterly report to the chief executive within three months after 
the end of each quarter of every water year. 

(2) The report must contain the following data— 

(a) stream flow and storage water level—all records referred to in section 301; 

(b) releases from storage and water diversions—all records referred to in 
sections 302 and 303; 

(c) the total volume of water for each quarter— 

(i) taken for each zone; and 

(ii) entitled to be taken for each zone. 

(d) water quality – all records referred to in section 331; and 

(e) a summary of bank condition monitoring and instances of slumping carried out 
in accordance with section 332. 

337 Quarterly report for Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 
(1) The resource operations licence holder for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 

must submit a quarterly report to the chief executive within three months after the end 
of each quarter of every water year. 

(2) The report must contain the following data— 

(a) stream flow and storage water level – all records referred to in section 308; 

(b) releases from storage—all records referred to in section 309; 

(c) the total volume of water for each quarter— 

(i) taken for each zone; and 

(ii) entitled to be taken for each zone. 

(d) water quality – all records referred to in section 331; and 

(e) a summary of bank condition monitoring and instances of slumping carried out 
in accordance with section 332. 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 106 

338 Quarterly report for Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 
(1) The resource operations licence holder for the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 

must submit a quarterly report to the chief executive within three months after the end 
of each quarter of every water year. 

(2) The report must contain the following data— 

(a) stream flow and storage water level—all records referred to in section 314; 

(b) releases from storage—all records referred to in section 315; 

(c) the total volume of water for each quarter— 

(i) taken for each zone; and 

(ii) entitled to be taken for each zone. 

(d) water quality – all records referred to in section 331; and 

(e) a summary of bank condition monitoring and instances of slumping carried out 
in accordance with section 332. 

338A Quarterly report for St George Water Supply Scheme 
(1) The resource operations licence holder for the St George Water Supply Scheme must 

submit a quarterly report to the chief executive within three months after the end of 
each quarter of every water year. 

(2) The report must contain the following data— 

(a) storage water level—all records referred to in section 319; 

(b) releases from water storages—all records referred to under section 321and ; 

(c) water diversions—all records referred to under section 322; 

(d) the total volume of water for each quarter— 

(i) taken for each zone; and 

(ii) entitled to be taken for each zone. 

(e) water quality—all records referred to under section 331; and 

(f) a summary of bank condition monitoring and instances of slumping carried out 
in accordance with section 332.  

Division 2 Annual reporting 

339 Application of Division 2 
This division applies to the resource operations licence holder for the— 

(a) Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme; 

(b) Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme; 

(c) Maranoa Water Supply Scheme; and 

(d) St George Water Supply Scheme. 

340 Annual report 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must submit an annual report to the chief 

executive within three months after the end of each water year. 

(2) The annual report must include— 

(a) water quantity as described in section 341;  
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(b) details of the impact of infrastructure operation on aquatic ecosystems as 
required under section 342; and 

(c) discussion on any issues that arose as a result of the implementation and 
application of the rules and requirements of this plan. 

341 Water quantity reporting—annual report 
(1) The annual report must include a summary of— 

(a) announced allocation determinations including—  

(i) an evaluation of the announced allocation procedures and outcomes; 
and  

(ii) the date and value for each announced allocation. 

(b) the total annual volume of water taken by all water users, specified by zone 
and for the scheme, including— 

(i) the total volume of supplemented water taken; 

(ii) the total volume of supplemented water entitled to be taken; and 

(iii) the basis for determining the total volume entitled to be taken. 

(c) except for the St George Water Supply Scheme, seasonal water assignments, 
specified by scheme, including— 

(i) the total number of seasonal water assignment arrangements; and 

(ii) the total volume of water seasonally assigned. 
(1A) The annual report for the St George Water Supply Scheme must also include all of the 

following— 

(a) carry over volume determinations including all of the following— 

(i) the total carry over to the water year from the previous water year; and 

(ii) the total carry over from the water year to the next water year. 

(b) forward draw volume determinations including all of the following— 

(i) the total forward draw to the water year from the next water year; and 

(ii) the total forward draw from the water year to the previous water year. 

(c) seasonal water assignments of annual resource cap including all of the 
following— 

(i) number of seasonal water assignment arrangements; and 

(ii) volume of water seasonally assigned. 

(d) seasonal water assignments of water including all of the following— 

(i) number of seasonal water assignment arrangements; and 

(ii) volume of water seasonally assigned. 

(2) The annual report must also include— 

(a) all details of changes to the storage and delivery infrastructure or the operation 
of the storage and infrastructure that may impact on compliance with rules in 
this plan; and 

(b) details of any new monitoring devices used such as equipment to measure 
stream flow. 

(3) The annual report must include a discussion on any other issues that arose as a result of 
the implementation and application of the rules in this plan. 
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(4) The annual report must include water taken by each water user as follows—  

(a) the total volume of water taken for each zone; 

(b) the total volume entitled to be taken for each zone; and 

(c) the basis for determining the total volume of water entitled to be taken. 

342 Impact of infrastructure operation on aquatic ecosystems—annual report 
(1) The annual report must include— 

(a) a summary of environmental considerations made by the resource operations 
licence holder in making operational and release decisions; and 

(b) a summary of the environmental outcomes of the decision including any 
adverse environmental impacts. 

(2) The annual report must include a summary of bank condition and fish stranding 
monitoring and assessment including— 

(a) results of investigations of bank slumping or erosion identified in section 332; 

(b) results of any investigations of fish stranding identified in section 333; and 

(c) changes to operation of infrastructure to reduce instances of bank slumping, 
erosion or fish stranding. 

(3) The annual report must include a discussion and assessment of the following water 
quality issues— 

(a) thermal and chemical stratification in each storage; 

(b) contribution of the storage and its management to the quality of water 
released; 

(c) cumulative effect of successive storages on water quality; and 

(d) any changes to the monitoring program as a result of evaluation of the data. 

Division 3 Operational reporting 

343 Application of Division 3 
This division applies to the resource operations licence holder for the— 

(a) Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme; 

(b) Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme; 

(c) Maranoa Water Supply Scheme; and 

(d) St George Water Supply Scheme. 

344 Operational reporting 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must notify the chief executive within one 

business day— 

(a) upon becoming aware of any of the following operational incidents— 

(i) a non-compliance by the resource operations licence holder with the 
rules given in this plan likely to affect the outcomes of the plan; or 

(ii) instances of fish stranding and kills, or bank slumping within ponded 
areas associated with the infrastructure of the resource operations 
licence holder or downstream of that infrastructure listed in— 

(A) for the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme—
Attachment 3(A), Tables 2–10; 
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(B) for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme—
Attachment 3(B),  Table 2; 

(C) for the Maranoa Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(C),  
Table 2; and 

(D) for the St George Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(D), 
Tables 2–6. 

(b) upon determining an initial announced allocation and/or its revision; or 

(c) details of any arrangements for addressing circumstances where they are 
unable to supply water allocations.  

(2) The resource operations licence holder must provide, within five business days of 
notification, the chief executive with—  

(a) a report on the occurrence of an operational incident mentioned in subsection 1 
that includes details of the incident, conditions under which the incident 
occurred and any responses or activities carried out as a result of the incident;  

(b) a summary of any other non-compliances by the resource operations licence 
holder with the rules given in this plan; and 

(c) relevant supporting information used for determining an initial announced 
allocation and/or its revision. 

344A Additional operational reporting requirements for the resource operations 
licence holder for the St George Water Supply Scheme 
(1) The resource operations licence holder must notify the chief executive within one 

business day upon— 

(a) becoming aware of instances where the take of supplemented water from a 
waterhole results in the waterhole being drawn down to more than 0.5 m 
below its natural cease to flow level; and 

(b) releasing water from E J Beardmore Dam stored for environmental, stock and 
domestic purposes under section 276;  

(c) releasing water from E J Beardmore Dam under section 277(3); 

(d) consenting to a water exchange agreement made under section 264; and 

(e) replacing water under section 287. 

(2) The resource operations licence holder must provide the chief executive within five 
business days of notification— 

(a) where the notification relates to subsection 1(a)—a report on the occurrence of 
an operational incident that includes details of the incident, conditions under 
which the incident occurred and any responses or activities carried out as a 
result of the incident;  

(b) where the notification relates to subsection 1(b)—all records referred to under 
section 321(2);  

(c) where the notification relates to subsection 1(c)—all records referred to under 
sections 321(2) and (3); 

(d) where the notification relates to subsection 1(d)—all records referred to under 
section 329C; and 

(e) where the notification relates to subsection 1(e)—all records referred to under 
section 329D. 
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Division 4 Emergency reporting 

345 Application of Division 4 
This division applies to the resource operations licence holder for the— 

(a) Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme; 

(b) Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme; 

(c) Maranoa Water Supply Scheme; and 

(d) St George Water Supply Scheme. 

346 Emergency reporting5 
In an emergency where the resource operations licence holder cannot comply with the 
provisions of this plan as a result of the emergency, the resource operations licence holder 
must—  

(a) notify the chief executive upon discovery of the emergency; and  

(b) provide a report to the chief executive including— 

(i) details of the emergency;  

(ii) conditions under which the emergency occurred;  

(iii) any responses or activities carried out as a result of the emergency; 
and  

(iv) any rules specified in this plan that the resource operations licence 
holder is either permanently or temporarily unable to comply with due 
to the emergency. 

                                                      
5 This does not preclude requirements for dam safety under the Water Act 2000 and any other applicable legislation. 
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Chapter 14A Distribution operations licence holder 
monitoring and reporting 

347 Scope of Chapter 14A 
This chapter sets out the monitoring and reporting requirements that apply to the Thuraggi 
Watercourse Distribution Operations Licence holder. 

Part 1 Monitoring 

348 Water diversions 
(1) The distribution operations licence holder must measure and record the daily volume of 

water diverted from zone LBU-01 to zone LBU-09 by the Thuraggi Watercourse off-
take for—  

(a) the delivery of unsupplemented water allocations during announced periods, 
and 

(b) overcoming normal watercourse transmission losses incurred in distributing 
the unsupplemented water allocations during announced periods. 

(2) Within 40 business days of the commencement of this section the distribution 
operations licence holder must submit to the chief executive for approval a 
methodology for determining— 

(a) the daily volume of unsupplemented water diverted from zone LBU-01 to zone 
LBU-09 under subsection 1(a); and 

(b) the daily volume of transmission loss water diverted by the Thuraggi 
Watercourse off-take under subsection 1(b). 

349 Water taken under water allocations 
The distribution operations licence holder must— 

(a) for each unsupplemented water allocation diverted to zone LBU-09 during 
announced periods, measure and record for each announced period, all of the 
following— 

(i) the volume of water entitled to be taken at any time; 

(ii) the total volume of water taken; 

(iii) the total volume of water not taken under reductions applied by the 
chief executive under sections 277(2), 279(2), or 281(3); 

(iv) the total volume of water taken under the compensation rules for flow 
event management in section 284. 

(b) record the basis for determining the information in subsection (a). 
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Part 2 Impact of infrastructure operation on aquatic 
ecosystems 

349A Monitoring impacts on aquatic ecosystems 
The distribution operations licence holder must measure and record data about bank condition, 
erosion and fish stranding in the Thuraggi Watercourse during delivery of unsupplemented 
water allocations. 

Part 3 Data transfer 

349B Data transfer to the chief executive 
The distribution operations licence holder must transfer any monitoring data under Part 1 to the 
chief executive within five business days of an announced period ceasing or upon request and 
within the time requested. 

Part 4 Reporting 

349C Annual report 
(1) The distribution operations licence holder must submit an annual report to the chief 

executive within three months after the end of each water year. 

(2) The annual report may be submitted to the chief executive as part of the annual report 
prepared by the resource operations licence holder for the St George Water Supply 
Scheme under section 340. 

(3) The annual report must include— 

(a) a summary of the impact of infrastructure operation on aquatic ecosystems 
including— 

(i) the environmental considerations made by the distribution operations 
licence holder in delivering unsupplemented water; 

(ii) the environmental outcomes of the delivery of unsupplemented water, 
including the results of any investigations of bank slumping, erosion 
or fish stranding under section 349A; and 

(iii) changes to the operation of infrastructure to reduce instances of bank 
slumping, erosion or fish stranding or environmental impacts. 

(b) a discussion on any issues that arose as a result of the implementation and 
application of the rules in this plan; 

(c) all details of changes to the delivery infrastructure or the operation of the 
delivery infrastructure that may impact on compliance with rules in this plan; 
and 

(d) details of any new monitoring devices used such as equipment to measure 
stream flow. 
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349D Operational reporting 
(1) The distribution operations licence holder must notify the chief executive within one 

business day— 

(a) upon becoming aware of non-compliance by the distribution operations licence 
holder with the rules given in this plan likely to affect the outcomes of the 
plan; or 

(b) details of any arrangements for addressing circumstances where they are 
unable to supply water allocations. 

(2) The distribution operations licence holder must provide, within five business days of 
notification, the chief executive with— 

(a) a report on the occurrence of an operational incident mentioned in subsection 1 
that includes details of the incident, conditions under which the incident 
occurred and any responses or activities carried out as a result of the incident; 
and 

(b) a summary of any other non-compliances by the distribution operations licence 
holder with the rules given in this plan. 

349E Emergency reporting6 
In an emergency where the distribution operations licence holder cannot comply with the 
provisions of this plan as a result of the emergency, the distribution operations licence holder 
must—  

(a) notify the chief executive upon discovery of the emergency; and  

(b) provide a report to the chief executive including— 

(i) details of the emergency;  

(ii) conditions under which the emergency occurred;  

(iii) any responses or activities carried out as a result of the emergency; 
and  

(iv) any rules specified in this plan that the distribution operations licence 
holder is either permanently or temporarily unable to comply with due 
to the emergency. 

                                                      
6 This does not preclude requirements for dam safety under the Water Act 2000 and any other applicable legislation. 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 114 

Chapter 15 Amendments to the resource operations plan 

Part 1 Amendments not requiring public notification 

350 Scope of Part 1 
This part states amendments that may be made to this plan under section 106(b) of the Water 
Act 2000. 

351 Implementing an amendment to the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) 
Plan 2004 
An amendment may be made to this plan that is necessary to implement an amendment to the 
Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 made under section 57 of the Water 
Act 2000. 

352 Adding new resource operations plan zones 
An amendment may be made to this plan to create new resource operations plan zones for parts 
of the water management areas dealt with under this plan by— 

(a) subdividing a resource operations plan zone;  

(b) amalgamating resource operations plan zones; or 

(c) classifying part of a water management area, that is not already a resource 
operations plan zone, as a resource operations plan zone. 

352A Adding new distribution operations licence holder responsibilities and 
monitoring and reporting requirements 
An amendment may be made to this plan to include the responsibilities and monitoring and 
reporting requirements for the holders of distribution operations licences granted under section 
108C of the Water Act 2000. 

353 Changing monitoring, assessment and reporting requirements 
(1) An amendment may be made to this plan where the chief executive is satisfied the 

amendment provides for improved or more efficient monitoring for assessing the 
Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 outcomes. 

(2) An amendment under subsection 1 may include but is not limited to the following— 

(a) changing indicators for water quality or biological monitoring; 

(b) an increase or addition to monitoring, assessment and reporting requirements if 
further information is required; and 

(c) a reduction or removal of state monitoring, assessment and reporting 
requirements if the chief executive is satisfied that no further information or 
benefit is gained from the continuation of the monitoring requirements. 

354 Changing monitoring, assessment and reporting requirements for the resource 
operations licence holder 
An amendment may be made to this plan where the chief executive is satisfied the amendment 
provides for improved or more efficient monitoring and assessment and reporting on the Water 
Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 outcomes specific to the resource operations 
licence holder. 
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355 Changes to the method of determining conditions on an overland flow licence 
An amendment may be made to sections 35 to 38 to provide for an improved method of 
determining the conditions of a water licence for taking overland flow water.  

356 Amendment to infrastructure details 
An amendment may be made to the infrastructure details in the following attachments if the 
amendment does not adversely impact on the achievement of the Water Resource (Condamine 
and Balonne) Plan 2004 outcomes— 

(a) for the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(A),  
Tables 2–10; 

(b) for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(B), Table 2; 

(c) for the Maranoa Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(C), Table 2; and 

(d) for the St George Water Supply Scheme—Attachment 3(D), Tables 2–6. 

357 Amendment to convert water licences for town water supply to water allocations  
An amendment may be made to this plan that provides for the conversion of the water licences 
granted to local governments under Chapter 3, Part 1, Division 2 to water allocations. 

358 Amendment to convert an interim water allocation to a water allocation 
An amendment may be made to this plan that provides for the conversion of the interim water 
allocation specified in Attachment 13 to a water allocation after the interim water allocation has 
been dealt with through a process defined under section 196(2) of the Water Act 2000. 

359 Amendment to change the reference point for a flow condition on a water 
allocation 
An amendment may be made to this plan to allow a change to the reference point for a flow 
condition on a water allocation if— 

(a) the water allocation has a flow condition which describes a passing flow at the 
point of take; and 

(b) the new reference point for the passing flow is contained within the same zone 
as the water allocation; and 

(c) the average volume of water available to be taken under the allocation is not 
changed.  

360 Amendment to ensure consistency with interstate agreements 
An amendment may be made to this plan that is necessary to— 

(a) implement a recommendation from the Independent Audit Group for the 
Murray–Darling Basin Ministerial Council in order to comply with the 
Murray–Darling Basin Cap on long term diversions from the plan area; or 

(b) ensure the long term diversion Cap for the plan area is not exceeded; or 

(c) implement an interstate arrangement for management of water between the 
states. 
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Part 2 Amendments requiring public notification 

361 Scope of Part 2 
This part states amendments that may be made to this plan under section 105(5) of the Water 
Act 2000. 

362 Amendments relating to unsupplemented water  
(1) This section applies to the allocation and management of unsupplemented water. 

(2) An amendment under this section may only be made if the chief executive is satisfied 
the amendment is consistent with the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 
2004 objectives and outcomes. 

(3) An amendment may be made to— 

(a) the water sharing rules; and 

(b) the water allocation change rules. 

363 Amendments relating to supplemented water 
(1) This section applies to the allocation and management of supplemented water. 

(2) An amendment under this section may only be made if the resource operations licence 
holder has demonstrated, to the satisfaction of the chief executive, that the proposed 
amendment is consistent with the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 
2004 objectives and outcomes.  

(3) An amendment may be made to— 

(a) change the water sharing rules; 

(b) change the operating rules for pass flows at Chinchilla Weir in the Chinchilla 
Weir Water Supply Scheme; 

(c) add a priority group; 

(d) change the priority group volume limits; 

(e) change the environmental management rules; 

(f) change the seasonal water assignment rules; 

(g) change the water allocation change rules; and 

(h) change the stream flow period access conditions.   

364 Amendments to provide for or amend critical water supply arrangements 
An amendment may be made to Chapter 8, Chapter 9 and Chapter 11 where it is necessary to— 

(a) provide for critical water supply arrangements under sections 175, 201 and 
248; or 

(b) amend critical water supply arrangements under sections 177, 203 and 250. 
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365 Amending flow event management rules in the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area 
(1) An amendment may be made to the flow event management rules in Chapter 12 to 

further refine and achieve the flow strategies outlined in the Water Resource 
(Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 where it provides— 

(a) for the use of private infrastructure for the storage and release of water and— 

(i) the decision criteria for entering into agreements with landholders; 

(ii) a process for issuing licences to interfere where that is necessary for 
an agreement; and 

(iii) the measuring and reporting arrangements to ensure that specific 
purposes of the flow event management rules (for example low flows) 
are being met. 

(b) for the surcharging of E J Beardmore Dam for later release through— 

(i) a specific rule regarding the management of the dam at to achieve the 
purposes of the flow event management rules; and 

(ii) the measuring and reporting requirements for the operator of the 
infrastructure. 

(2) Any consequential amendment of the resource operations plan necessary for 
consistency with the amendments described in subsection 1, including an amendment 
to the infrastructure operating rules stated in Chapter 11. 

 

366 to 369 section numbers not used. 
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Chapter 16 Resource operations management 
guidelines 

370 Scope of Chapter 16 
This chapter sets out requirements for the chief executive to prepare and decide resource 
operations management guidelines. 

371 Resource operations management guidelines for management areas 
(1) The chief executive must prepare resource operations management guidelines to 

provide operational procedures for the management of water in— 

(a) the Upper Condamine Water Management Area; 

(b) the Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area; 

(c) the Condamine and Balonne Tributaries Water Management Area; and 

(d) the Lower Balonne Water Management Area. 

(2) These guidelines may include procedures for— 

(a) announcing the taking of unsupplemented water; 

(b) management of waterholes; and 

(c) any other matters that the chief executive may wish to consider. 

(3) For the Lower Balonne Water Management Area, the guidelines may also include 
procedures for— 

(a) maximising the likelihood of a flow through event in accordance with 
section 373; 

(b) the operation of infrastructure for storing and releasing water for 
environmental and stock and domestic purposes including storing water in 
E J Beardmore Dam in accordance with section 374; 

(c) storing and releasing water above the full supply level of E J Beardmore Dam; 

(d) management arrangements for the operation of bifurcation weirs in accordance 
with section 376; 

(e) compensation rules for flow event management including the operation of the 
water bank arrangements in accordance with section 377; and 

(f) any other matter the chief executive may wish to consider. 

372 Deciding the resource operations management guidelines 
(1) In deciding the procedures in the guidelines, the chief executive must have regard to 

existing water sharing arrangements. 

(2) The guidelines must be consistent with the outcomes, objectives and provisions of the 
Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004 and this plan. 
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373 Deciding resource operations management guidelines for maximising the 
likelihood of a flow through event in the Lower Balonne 
In deciding the procedures in the guidelines for maximising the likelihood of a flow through 
event, the chief executive must have regard to— 

(a) the rainfall in the Lower Balonne catchment; 

(b) inflows into the Lower Balonne system; 

(c) the volume of water stored for release under section 275; 

(d) the volume of water stored in private off-stream storages for later release; 

(e) the volume of water stored in weirs and any off-stream stock and domestic 
dams in the Lower Balonne system;  

(f) the capacity of weirs in the Lower Balonne system to pass water; and 

(g) the antecedent conditions. 

374 Deciding resource operations management guidelines for storing and releasing 
water for environmental and stock and domestic purposes  
In deciding the procedures in the guidelines for storing environmental and stock and domestic 
water above and below full supply level in E J Beardmore Dam, the chief executive must have 
regard to— 

(a) the time of year that a inflow enters into the impounded area of E J Beardmore 
Dam; 

(b) the volume of water stored in E J Beardmore Dam for—  

(i) environmental, stock and domestic purposes; and 

(ii) allocation holders; 

(c) the period since the last flow through event; 

(d) releasing water stored in weirs in the Lower Balonne Water Management Area 
below Jack Taylor Weir; 

(e) the ability of managing bifurcation weirs to maximise the likelihood of a flow 
through event; and 

(f) the likely ecological benefits of the flow. 

375 Deciding resource operations management guidelines for an announced period 
in the Lower Balonne 
(1) In deciding the procedures in the guidelines for an announced period, the chief 

executive must consider the purpose— 

(a) for the management of low flow events—of maximising environmental 
benefits and the availability of water for stock and domestic purposes; 

(b) for the management of medium flow events—of providing for improved flows, 
especially low and medium flows that mimic the natural variability of the river 
system and floodplain; and 

(c) for the management of Narran Lakes filling flow events—of improving water 
availability for bird-breeding in the Narran Lakes Ramsar site. 

(2) In deciding the guidelines for determining the start and finish conditions under which a 
holder of a water entitlement may take water under subsection 1, the chief executive 
must have regard to— 

(a) information about flows including— 
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(i) daily flows recorded at Balonne River at St George gauge; 

(ii) inflows into E J Beardmore Dam. 

(b) volume of water in E J Beardmore Dam for—  

(i) environmental, stock and domestic purposes;  

(ii) allocation holders. 

(c) the period since the last flow event; 

(d) authorised diversions including— 

(i) the cumulative rate of take for all water entitlements with the same 
flow conditions; 

(ii) time at which flows under announced periods are taken under water 
entitlements; 

(iii) measurement of take; 

(iv) on-farm volume of water stored by a holder of an entitlement to water.  

(e) location of water entitlements in the Lower Balonne Water Management Area;  

(f) the volume of water stored in storages for— 

(i) town water supplies; and 

(ii) riparian stock and domestic purposes. 

(g) the flow event management rules in Chapter 12; and 

(h) antecedent conditions. 

376 Deciding resource operations management guidelines for management 
arrangements for the operation of bifurcation weirs  
In deciding the procedures in the guidelines for the management of bifurcation weirs the chief 
executive may consider— 

(a) whether a flow event has occurred in one or more of the distributary streams; 
and 

(b) the likelihood of meeting the purposes of the flow event management rules by 
regulating the flow at the weirs. 

377 Deciding resource operations management guidelines for compensation rules 
for flow event management 
In deciding the procedures in the guidelines for compensation rules for flow event management 
for unsupplemented water, the chief executive must have regard to— 

(a) section 42 of the Water Resource (Condamine and Balonne) Plan 2004; 

(b) the status of— 

(i) metering of entitlements; 

(ii) regulation of overland flow take; and  

(iii) reporting arrangements. 

(c) announced compensation periods for the take of water from water bank 
accounts; 

(d) account caps for water bank accounts and the rates of take of water from water 
bank accounts; 

(e) water sharing rules applicable to the water entitlements; and 
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(f) any other matters the chief executive may wish to consider. 
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Attachment 1 Dictionary 
Term Definition 

the Act The Water Act 2000 (Qld) 

Administrative Plan 

Administrative Plan means a plan illustrating parcels of land or other features 
on the land, for instance the footprint of existing storage works. Water 
entitlements may refer to the Administrative Plan to display the land or other 
features rather than place lengthy text descriptions within the water 
entitlements conditions. These plans are held electronically in a register held 
by the Registrar of Water Allocations and may be changed subject to 
requirements in this plan. 

AHD The Australian height datum, which references to a level or height to a 
standard base level. 

Announced period 
A period of time during which water may be taken under a water entitlement 
as announced by the chief executive, adjusted for the location of the water 
entitlement relative to the location where the announcement is made. 

Annual diversion 
target 

The total volume of water that would have been taken under the water 
entitlements and sharing rules in this plan. 

Antecedent 
conditions 

The preceding climatic and hydrologic conditions that influence river flows—
for example recent rainfall locally and in the broader catchment, recent flows 
in the river and condition of waterholes. 

Assignee The person or entity to whom an interest or right to water is being temporarily 
transferred by another entity (e.g. seasonally assigned). 

Assignor The person or entity that temporarily transfers an interest or right in water to 
an assignee (e.g. seasonal assignment). 

Associated storage 

The storage works linked to a water entitlement by a condition that states 
water taken is to be stored only in the storage works described by a work 
reference number and a works footprint illustrated on the specified 
Administrative Plan. 

Average annual 
volume 

Means the average volume of water available to be taken under a water 
entitlement annually, as modelled. 

Critical water supply 
arrangements 

During periods of critical water shortage the critical water supply 
arrangements set out the operating rules by which water will be shared. 

Discharge 
Discharge is the rate at which a volume of water passes a point in a stream or 
pipeline per unit of time. This could be measured in litres per second (L/s), 
cubic metres per second (cumecs or/m3/s) or in megalitres per day (ML/day). 

EL Elevation 

Ecological assets Include a species, a group of species, a biological function, an ecosystem and a 
place of natural value. 

Exchangee 
For the purposes of water exchange arrangements means the person or entity 
to whom an interest or right to water is being temporarily transferred by 
another entity. 

Fish stranding 

Means when fish are cut off from water usually on the bed or banks of a 
watercourse, on infrastructure such as spillways and causeways, or left isolated 
in small or shallow pools, from which they cannot return to deeper water. This 
also applies to other aquatic species such as platypus, turtles and any rare or 
threatened species. 
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Term Definition 

Flow event Means a flow of a volume above the threshold for water harvesting. 

FSL Full supply level. 

Full supply volume This is the volume in storage that corresponds to the full supply level. 

Location For a water allocation, means the zone and/or place (specified as an AMTD) 
from which water under the allocation can be taken 

Lower Balonne 
distributary system 

Means the trunk streams of the Balonne River, Culgoa River, Ballandool 
River, Bokhara River, Narran River, Oaky Creek, Braire Creek and Donnegri 
Creek, downstream of bifurcation weir B1. 

Management 
guideline 

A document that specifies the details of operational arrangements for specified 
entitlements and/or a particular area. 

Measured volume The total volume of water taken from the plan area for each water year under 
water allocations, water licences and overland flow water licences. 

Megalitre (ML) One million litres 

Minimum operating 
level 

This is the level below which water cannot be used to supply customers, either 
because there is insufficient hydraulic gradient or because of poor water 
quality and for environmental reasons. 

Minimum operating 
volume This is the storage volume corresponding to the minimum operating level. 

Multi-level inlet An inlet arrangement on a dam or weir that allows stored water to be released 
downstream from selected levels below the stored water surface. 

Nominal location 

The nominal location is the location of a water entitlement at conversion to a 
water allocation, where this water allocation is managed under continuous 
share water sharing rules. 
The nominal location cannot be changed and is one of the details on the Water 
Allocations Register. 
The nominal location facilitates identification of the continuous share 
percentage and continuous share volume associated with a water allocation, 
ensuring that the water allocation is clearly specified. 

Normal watercourse 
transmission losses 

The volume of water lost naturally due to antecedent conditions when 
supplying water via a watercourse. 

Outlet pipe Means the outlet pipe of the weir, siphon pipe, or other means of passing water 
approved by the chief executive. 

Passing flow Means the flow in a watercourse defined by either litres per second, cubic 
metres per second, or megalitres per day, past a specified location. 

Place The component of the location stated on a water allocation that is defined by 
an AMTD. 

Ponded area Area inundated upstream of an impoundment structure. 

Publish 
Means published in a newspaper circulating generally throughout the area or 
published on the resource operations licence holder’s internet site for the 
applicable water supply scheme. 

Reduction to the 
daily rate of take 

Means a reduction in the rate for taking water for each threshold for water 
harvesting stated on a water harvesting entitlement. 
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Term Definition 

Regulated 
Means the rate of take of overland flow water can be adjusted to comply with 
announced periods for taking water and the reductions in the daily rate of take 
required under the flow event management rules. 

Spills Means overflows of water across a storage spillway. 

St George Weir The measuring weir at the gauging station at St George, located downstream of 
Jack Taylor Weir. 

Stream flow Includes flow of water resulting from tributary inflows, and does not include 
release of supplemented water. 

Storage factor Provides for differences in the relative efficiencies of supply between different 
locations within the water supply scheme. 

Storage inflow 
derivation technique 

A basic quantitative model that uses inflows from gauging stations combined 
with actual levels in scheme storages to determine the volume of inflow into a 
water supply scheme. 

Valid change 
certificate A certificate issued under section 129 of the Water Act 2000. 

Water assignment 

As it relates to Chapter 11 means a transaction where a volume of water alone 
is moved from one continuous share water account to another continuous share 
water account without any associated change in annual resource cap for either 
the transferor or the transferee. Therefore a water assignment does not include 
a commensurate increase in the authority to take the water (defined by the 
annual resource cap). 

Water harvesting 
For the Lower Balonne, means the taking of water under a water allocation for 
unsupplemented water, and the taking of overland flow water under a water 
licence. 

Water harvesting 
entitlement 

For the Lower Balonne, means a water allocation for the take of 
unsupplemented water and a water licence for the take of overland flow water. 

Water user Water user means the holder of an authority to take water. 

Water year The water year for water managed under this plan is the 12 month period 
beginning 1 July and ending 30 June. 

Works footprint Means an illustration of the position of an on farm water storage shown on an 
Administrative Plan. 
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Attachment 2 Plan area 
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Attachment 3 Water supply schemes (supplemented water) 
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Attachment 3(A) Scheme details for the Upper Condamine 
Water Supply Scheme 

Table 1 Use of watercourses for distribution and storage 

Location AMTD  

Sandy Creek – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of Leslie 
Dam to the confluence with the Condamine River 20.0 – 0.0 km 

Condamine River – from the confluence with Sandy Creek to Cecil 
Plains Weir 1077.8 – 891.1 km 

North Branch Condamine River – from the Yarramalong Diversion 
pipeline outlet to the end of the supplemented section 97.0 – 10.0 km 

Infrastructure associated with the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme 
Table 2 Leslie Dam – Sandy Creek at AMTD 8.40 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Mass concrete gravity dam 

Full supply level EL 472.41 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 453.66m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) One earth-fill dam with riprap facing, crest at EL 476 m AHD, length 
366 m 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Seven steel radial gates 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 106 200 ML 

Minimum operating volume  

2130 ML (volume below the level of the river outlet works at 
EL 453.66 m).  
As part of a drought response, the storage may be drawn down to 
220 ML (volume below the minimum operating level for the town 
water supply of EL 448.44 m AHD) 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: A3-205134&5 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Ogee crest which is equipped with 7 steel radial gates 

Spillway 466.31 m AHD 

Spillway width Seven radial gates are 6.64 m high x 12.74 m wide and are 
hydraulically activated. 

Discharge characteristics 
Maximum spillway flow/no flow control by gates (before 
overtopping of dam commences) at 473.63 m AHD is approximately 
3920 m3/s.  Reference: Leslie Dam EAP Jan 2006. 
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River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works 

Outlet works: River outlet with two 914 mm diameter outlet pipes. 
Each is equipped with a 914 mm gate valve and a 762 mm regulating 
valve. One 300 mm diameter outlet pipe (branch line from 914 mm 
outlet pipes), equipped with two 300 mm gate valves and a 300 mm 
regulating valve. 
Town water supply outlet: One 685 mm diameter pipe delivers water 
to a manifold pipe where the Warwick Shire Council has pump 
suctions located.  
A 300 mm diameter pipe line branches from the outlet pipe. 
Trash screens on inlet works for river outlet and for town water 
supply outlet. 

Multi-level off-takes 

River outlet: two single level 914 mm off-takes MS pipes with 
bellmouths. Inlets are protected with concrete baulks and trash 
screens. A bulkhead gate is used to isolate outlet pipes for 
maintenance purposes. A trash screen is located in front of the outlet 
where water is being drawn. 
Town Water Supply Outlet: Multi-level outlet structure. A bulkhead 
gate is used to isolate the desired outlet for maintenance purposes. A 
trash screen is located in front of the outlet where water is drawn 
from. 

Cease-to-flow levels 
River outlet invert: EL 453.98 m AHD 
Town water supply outlet invert: EL 448.44 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics  

The estimated maximum discharge capacity of Leslie Dam outlet 
works is 960 ML/day. 
Drawing number: A3-64043 
Town water supply maximum discharge: dependent on pumping 
capacity maintained by Warwick City Council 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 

Table 3 Talgai Weir – Condamine River at AMTD 1029.30 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Minimum energy weir 

Full supply level EL 412.07 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 408.09 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 640 ML 

Minimum operating volume 93 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 59766 
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Description of water infrastructure 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Concrete faced earth-fill 

Spillway level EL 412.00 m AHD 

Spillway width 44 m 

Discharge characteristics HYDSYS rating table #2 for GS 422340 (Talgai Weir headwater 
gauge) 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works: 

Description of works 
Outlet works consist of a 1650 mm diameter pipe and 1200 mm 
square penstock control gate. Trash screens on inlet structure control 
gate - 1200 mm square penstock gate. 

Multi-level off-takes Single level intake. 

Cease-to-flow levels 
Outlet structure sill: EL 408.03 m AHD 
Outlet Pipe Invert: EL 407.87 m AHD  
Inlet box sill: EL 408.07 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics  
The estimated maximum discharge capacity of Talgai Weir outlet 
works is 740 ML/day. 
Drawing number: 222351 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 

Table 4 Yarramalong Weir – Condamine River at AMTD 966.20 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Sheet piling weir  

Full supply level EL 381.00 m AHD 

Minimum Operating Level EL 378.72 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 390 ML 

Minimum operating volume 28 ML (volume below level of outlet works at EL 378.72 m AHD) 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 85367 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Three rows of steel sheet piling 

Spillway level Crest 381.00 m AHD 

Spillway width 73.20 m 

Discharge characteristics HYDSYS rating table #5 for GS 422353 (Yarramalong Weir 
tailwater rating) 
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River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works 
A 1650 mm diameter outlet pipe. Control is provided by a 1067 mm 
square penstock control gate. Trash screens on inlet structure are 
integrated into the Yarramalong Pump Station. 

Multi-level off-takes Single level intake structure  

Cease-to-flow levels EL 378.5 m AHD    

Discharge characteristics  
The estimated maximum discharge capacity of Yarramalong Weir 
outlet works is 560 ML/day. 
Drawing number: 222352 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 

Table 5 Lemon Tree Weir – Condamine River at AMTD 943.4 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Minimum energy weir  

Full supply level EL 370.01 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 365.94 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 300 ML 

Minimum operating volume 85 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 216375 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Concrete-faced earth-fill 

Spillway level Crest EL 370.01 m AHD 

Spillway width 43.6 m 

Discharge characteristics HYDSYS rating table #4 for GS 422349 (Lemon Tree Weir 
headwater gauge) 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works: 

Description of works A 1650 mm diameter outlet pipe. Control is provided by a 1067 mm 
square penstock control gate.  Trash screens on inlet structure. 

Multi-level off-takes 
Single level intake structure.  
Inlet structure is 3.00 m wide x 3.58 m long x 5.05 m high 

Cease-to-flow levels El. 365.94 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics  
The estimated maximum discharge capacity of Lemon Tree Weir 
outlet works is 830 ML/day. 
Drawing number: 222353 

Fish Transfer System 
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Description of works Nil 

Table 6 Cecil Plains Weir – Condamine River at AMTD 891.1 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Mass concrete weir  

Full supply level EL 350.87 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 347.67 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 700 ML 

Minimum operating volume 49 ML (volume below the level of the outlet works at EL 347.67 m 
AHD) 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 28359 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Central ogee profile spillway section. 

Spillway level Crest 350.87 m AHD 

Spillway width 23.77 m 

Discharge characteristics HYDSYS rating table #51 for GS 422316 (Cecil Plains Weir 
headwater gauge) 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works 305mm pipe and gate valve (Not operational at the commencement 
of the resource operations plan.) 

Multi-level off-takes Single level off-take with direct intake 

Cease-to-flow levels 
Spillway crest: EL 350.87 m AHD 
Pipe Invert: EL 347.67 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics  0 ML/day (outlet blanked off) 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 

Table 7 Melrose Weir – Condamine River North Branch at AMTD 50.0 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Earth overshot weir  

Full supply level EL 370.75 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 369.2 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 
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Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 160 ML 

Minimum operating volume 20 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 125153 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Concrete central overflow section. 

Spillway level EL 370.75 m AHD 

Spillway width 270 m 

Discharge characteristics Not available 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works 

A 1650 mm outlet pipe and outlet structure. 
Outlet Structure: 1800 diameter pipe x 2.4 m long, set vertically. 
Control is provided by a 1200 mm penstock gate. Trash screens on 
inlet structure. 

Multi-level off-takes Single level intake structure, which is 2.0 m wide x 5.8 m long x 
3.5 m high with 1200 mm penstock gate. 

Cease-to-flow levels EL 369.2 m AHD (for the inlet structure). 

Discharge characteristics  346 ML/day (4 m3/s) 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 

Table 8 Wando Weir – Condamine River North Branch at AMTD 37.0 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Earth overshot weir  

Full supply level EL 365.72 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 364.00 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 310 ML 

Minimum operating volume 30 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 126924 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Rock-fill mattress central overflow section. 

Spillway level Crest 365.72 m AHD 

Spillway width 40 m 

Discharge characteristics Not available 
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River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works 

A 1200 mm outlet pipe equipped with a 1200 mm penstock 
regulating gate fitted to the inlet structure. 
Outlet structure: 1650 diameter pipe x 2.4 m long, set vertically. 
Intake structure is 2.0 m wide x 5.8 m long x 3.5 m high with 
1200 mm penstock gate. Trash screens on inlet structure. 

Multi-level off-takes Single level intake structure 

Cease-to-flow levels 
Sill: EL 364.0m AHD 
Invert: EL 363.0m AHD 

Discharge characteristics  Approximately 346 ML/day 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 

Table 9 Nangwee Weir – Condamine River North Branch at AMTD 17.0 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Concrete-faced earth-fill weir 

Full supply level EL 357.00 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 355.7 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 80 ML 

Minimum operating volume 10 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 125342 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Concrete-faced earth-fill. 

Spillway level Crest 357.00 m AHD 

Spillway width 50 m 

Discharge characteristics Not available 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works 

Outlet works includes 4 x 525 mm RC pipes discharging directly into 
river channel. Reinforced concrete intake structure, which is 4.6 m 
wide x 1.5 m deep x 1.4 m high with 1.06 m x 1.40 m penstock gate. 
Trash screens on inlet structure. 

Multi-level off-takes Single level intake structure  

Cease-to-flow levels EL 355.7 m AHD  

Discharge characteristics  Approximately 200 ML/day  

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 
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Table 10 Yarramalong Pump Station 

Infrastructure 

Description Pumping station located on the right bank of the Condamine River  
and diversion to North Branch 

Diversion rate 

Maximum diversion rate 346 ML/day 
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Attachment 3(B) Scheme details for the Chinchilla Weir 
Water Supply Scheme 

Table 1 Use of watercourses for distribution and storage 

Location AMTD 

Condamine River – from the upstream limit of the Chinchilla Weir 
Water Supply Scheme to the downstream limit of the Chinchilla Weir 
Water Supply Scheme  

743.6 – 643.7 km 

Infrastructure associated with the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 
Table 2 Chinchilla Weir – Condamine River at AMTD 697.0 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Minimum energy weir 

Full supply level EL 295.75 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 287.52 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 9780 ML 

Minimum operating volume 120 ML (volume below outlet works level 287.52 m AHD) 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number: 42642 

Spillway arrangement 

Description of works Concrete-faced earth-filled embankment. 

Spillway level EL 295.75 m AHD 

Spillway width 213 m (approximately) 

Discharge characteristics HYDSYS rating table #1 for GS 422358 (Chinchilla Weir headwater 
gauge) 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works 

Single 1200 mm outlet pipe located off centre on the right hand side 
under main embankment. Outlet pipe bifurcates at the downstream 
end and discharges into an outlet box. One bifurcation is equipped 
with 2 x 862 mm gate valves. One bifurcation provides a 150 mm 
low flow outlet equipped with 2 x 150 mm valves discharging to the 
outlet box. 

Multi-level off-takes Single level off-take 

Cease-to-flow levels EL 287.52m AHD corresponding to the sill level of the inlet box. 

Discharge characteristics  
Estimated maximum discharge capacity is 410 ML/day. 
Drawing No: 222354 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 
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Attachment 3(C) Scheme details for the Maranoa River 
Water Supply Scheme 

Table 1 Use of watercourses for distribution and storage 

Location AMTD 

Maranoa River – from the upstream limit of the ponded area of Neil 
Turner Weir to Neil Turner Weir 229.2 – 222.2 km 

Infrastructure associated with the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 
Table 2 Neil Turner Weir – Maranoa River at AMTD 222.2 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Concrete cascade weir 

Full supply level EL 334.60 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 330.9 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridam Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 1470 ML (based on a siltation survey in 1996. The initial design 
capacity was 1960 ML.) 

Minimum operating volume 12 ML 

Storage curves / tables Drawing number: 110947, 110948 

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Crest slab with four cascading deck slabs 

Spillway level EL 334.60 m AHD 

Spillway width 136 m (approximately) 

Discharge characteristics To be advised 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works Single 750 mm outlet pipe with a 600 mm sluice valve 

Multi-level off-takes Single-level off-take. 

Cease-to-flow levels 330.9 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics  The estimated maximum discharge capacity of the outlet works at 
Neil Turner Weir is 230 ML/day. Drawing Number: 71361. 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works Nil 
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Attachment 3(D) Scheme details for the St George Water 
Supply Scheme 

Table 1 Use of watercourses for distribution and storage 

Zone  Location AMTD 

Balonne River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream to Jack Taylor Weir (includes 
E J Beardmore Dam). 

305.0 – 229.6 km 

LBS-01 
Maranoa River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream to the confluence of the 
Maranoa River with the Balonne River at AMTD 260.2 km. 

6.5 – 0.0 km 

LBS-02 Thuraggi Watercourse – from the headworks on E J Beardmore 
Dam downstream to Buckinbah Weir. 0.0 – 27.4 km 

LBS-03 Balonne River – from Jack Taylor Weir downstream to AMTD 
197.0 km. 229.6 – 197.0 km 

LBS-04 Balonne River – from AMTD 197.0 km downstream to the 
bifurcation of the Culgoa River and the Balonne Minor River. 197.0 – 164.3 km 

Infrastructure associated with the St George Water Supply Scheme 
Table 2 E J Beardmore Dam – Balonne River at AMTD 251.4 Km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Mass concrete 

Full supply level EL 207.12 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 196.15 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridams Nil 

Gates: Vertical lift gates. 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 81 700 ML 

Minimum operating volume 3120 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number 103975  

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Spillway: Mass concrete ‘Ogee’ type crest centrally located in 
embankment. 
Twelve vertical lift gates (Dimensions: 13.1 m wide x 6.55 m high) 
operated by individual hoists. 
Stand by alternator and air operated backup 

Spillway crest level EL 201.03 m AHD. 

Spillway width 180.8 m (including piers) 

Discharge characteristics 532 224 ML/day (6160 m3/s) at dam crest flood (source Emergency 
Action Plan, Issue 2-1) 
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River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works River Outlet: 1200 mm square in left bank abutment controlled by 
1220 mm x 1220 mm Armco gate. A 305mm pipe regulated by a 
305 mm regulating cone valve. 
Thuraggi channel: Two 1500 mm x 1500 mm box culverts in left 
bank wing wall. Inlet controlled by two 1525 mm x 1525 mm 
Armco gates. 

Multi level inlets Single level off-takes only 

Cease to flow level River outlet – Inlet invert: EL 196.15 m AHD. 
Thuraggi Watercourse – Inlet EL 199.50 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics River outlet – An estimated maximum of 1000 ML/day can be 
released when the storage is full. 
Thuraggi outlet – An estimated maximum of 1300 ML/day can be 
released with both gates open and the storage at FSL. 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works None installed 

Table 3 Jack Taylor Weir– Balonne River at AMTD 229.6 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Reinforced concrete 

Full supply level EL 194.02 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 187.24 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridams Nil 

Gates Vertical slide gates 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 10 270 ML  

Minimum operating volume 200 ML  

Storage curves/tables Drawing number 223660 

Spillway arrangement 

Description of works 13 vertical gates on spillway  

Spillway level Original spillway level 191.88 m AHD (excluding gates) 

Spillway width Approximately 119 m including piers (Drawing number 17925) 

Discharge characteristics See below under outlet discharge 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works Vertical slide gates: 13 vertical slide gates 2135 mm high x 
8155 mm long are fitted above the weir crest. Of these 10 gates are 
non controlled and three gates are controlled. 
Outlet valves: two separate outlet pipes controlled by 457 mm 
butterfly valves in outlet boxes which are cast-in spillway monoliths

Multi level inlets Single level off-takes only 
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Levels Vertical slide gates: 
Bottom of gates when closed: EL 191.88 m AHD 
Bottom of gates when fully opened: EL 201.03 m AHD 
Outlet valves: Invert level of 457 mm outlet pipes is 
EL 187.24 m AHD 

Cease to flow level 187.24 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics Up to 245 ML/day by using pipe outlet valves 
Up to 14 670 ML/day by raising three central gates 
Up to approx. 60 000 ML/day with all gates raised 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works None installed 

Table 4 Moolabah Weir – Thuraggi Watercourse at AMTD 14.8 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Earth filled embankment with RC faced earth filled spillway. 

Full supply level EL 202.25 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 197.67 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridams Nil 

Gates Vertical slide gates 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 2580 ML (The storage volume at the design full supply level of 
EL 202.25 m AHD is 3950 ML.) 

Minimum operating volume 440 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number F37799 

Spillway arrangement   

Description of works Earth filled spillway with concrete facing on crest, downstream 
slope and apron with 1220 mm of concrete on upstream side of 
crest. 

Spillway levels EL 202.25 m AHD 

Spillway width 122 m 

Discharge characteristics Unavailable 

Inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works Outlet works: 2 x 1525 mm pipes controlled by vertical sluice gates 
set in reinforced concrete outlet structure, which is 4880 mm wide x 
3505 mm long with 45º wing walls extending 3965 mm on either 
side. 

Multi level off-takes Single level off-take only 

Levels Invert of outlet pipe: EL 197.12 m AHD 
Sill of inlet structure: EL 197.67 m AHD 

Cease to flow level EL 197.67 m AHD 
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Discharge characteristics Estimated maximum discharge capacity is 1400 ML/day with both 
gates open  

Fish transfer systems 

Description of works None installed 

Table 5 Buckinbah Weir and diversion works to Buckinbah Main Channel – Thuraggi 
Watercourse at AMTD 27.4 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Earth filled embankment 

Full supply level EL 198.44 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 194.93 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridams Nil 

Gates Nil 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 5120 ML 

Minimum operating volume 780 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number F37881  

Spillway arrangement   

Description of works Grassed two-level spillway 

Spillway levels Primary spillway: 198.44 m AHD 
Secondary spillway: 199.2 m AHD 

Spillway width Primary spillway: 244 m wide 
Secondary spillway: 610 m wide 

Discharge characteristics Unavailable 

Inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works Buckinbah Off-take Regulator and Buckinbah Pump Station:  
Reinforced concrete structure with walkway located between the 
Buckinbah Weir storage and Buckinbah Main Channel. Works have 
4 x 1830 mm x 1830 mm penstock gates installed. Structure 
integrated with pump station (four pumps). Inlet and off-take works 
are the same structure. 
Trash racks installed. 

Multi level off-takes Single level off-take only 

Levels Invert of gate EL 196.30 m  AHD 

Cease to flow level EL 194.93 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics Maximum of approximately 480 ML/day with all four pumps in 
operation and gates fully open. 

Fish transfer systems 

Description of works None installed 
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Table 6 St George Pump Station 

Infrastructure 

Description Pumping station located on the left bank of the Balonne River and 
diversion to St George Main Channel. 

Diversion rate 

Maximum diversion rate 120 ML/day 
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Attachment 4(A) Upper Condamine Water Management 
Area zones 

Table 1 Description of zones for the Upper Condamine Water Management Area 

Zone Location AMTD 

UCU-01 Condamine River – from the headwaters of the Condamine River 
downstream to Scots Weir 1188.0 – 1105.6 km 

UCU-02 Condamine River – from Scots Weir downstream to the 
confluence of Sandy Creek 1105.6 – 1077.9 km 

UCU-03 Sandy Creek – from ponded area of Leslie Dam downstream to 
the confluence of the Condamine River 20.0 – 0.0 km 

UCU-04 Condamine River – from confluence of Sandy Creek downstream 
to Talgai Weir 1077.9 – 1029.3 km 

UCU-05 Condamine River – from Talgai Weir downstream to Tummaville 
gauging station 1029.3 – 974.1 km 

UCU-06 Condamine River – from Tummaville gauging station 
downstream to Yarramalong Weir 974.1 – 966.2 km 

UCU-07 Condamine River – from Yarramalong Weir downstream to 
Lemon Tree Weir  966.2 – 943.4 km 

UCU-08 Condamine River – from Lemon Tree Weir downstream to 
Hornicks Road 943.4 – 915.2 km 

UCU-09 Condamine River – from Hornicks Road downstream to Cecil 
Plains Weir 915.2 – 891.1 km 

UCU-10 Condamine River – from Cecil Plains Weir downstream to the 
confluence of North Branch 891.1 – 880.7 km 

UCU-11 North Branch – from the extent of North Branch downstream to 
the confluence of the Condamine River 128.4 – 0.0 km 

UCU-12 Condamine River – from the confluence of North Branch 
downstream to the confluence of Oakey Creek 880.7 – 842.0 km 

UCU-13 Condamine River – from the confluence of Oakey Creek 
downstream to the confluence of Myall Creek 842.0 – 829.2 km 

UCU-14 Condamine River – from the confluence of Myall Creek 
downstream to the confluence of Jimbour Creek 829.9 – 801.6 km 

UCU-15 Condamine River – from the confluence of Jimbour Creek 
downstream to the confluence of Wilkie Creek 801.6 – 779.2 km 

UCU-16 
Condamine River – from the confluence of Wilkie Creek 
downstream to the upstream extent of the Chinchilla Weir Water 
Supply Scheme 

779.2 – 743.6 km 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 143 

Map 1 Upper Condamine Water Management Area zones 
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Sheet UC1 Upper Condamine Water Management Area zones UCU-01 to 2 

 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 145 

Sheet UC2 Upper Condamine Water Management Area zones UCU-03 to 5 
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Sheet UC3 Upper Condamine Water Management Area zones UCU-06 to 11 
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Sheet UC4 Upper Condamine Water Management Area zones UCU-12 to 16  
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Attachment 4(B) Condamine and Balonne Water 
Management Area zones 

Table 1 Description of zones for the Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area 

Zone Location AMTD 

CBU-01 Condamine River – from upstream extent of Chinchilla Weir 
Water Supply Scheme downstream to Chinchilla Weir 743.6 – 697.0 km 

CBU-02 Condamine River – from Chinchilla Weir downstream to the 
confluence of Wiembilla Creek  697.0 – 660.8 km 

CBU-03 
Condamine River – from confluence of Wiembilla Creek 
downsteam to the downstream limits of the Chinchilla Weir Water 
Supply Scheme 

660.8 – 643.7 km 

CBU-04 
Condamine River – from downstream limits of the Chinchilla 
Weir Water Supply Scheme downstream to Cotswold gauging 
station 

643.7 – 537.5 km 

CBU-05 Condamine River – from Cotswold gauging station downstream to 
the confluence of Dogwood Creek 537.5 – 507.8 km 

CBU-06 Balonne River – from the confluence of Dogwood Creek 
downstream to the confluence of Yuleba Creek 507.8 – 466.8 km 

CBU-07 Balonne River – from the confluence of Yuleba Creek 
downstream to Surat Weir 466.8 – 405.2 km 

CBU-08 Balonne River – from Surat Weir downstream to the confluence of 
Cogoon River 405.2 – 359.1 km 

CBU-09 
Balonne River – from the confluence of Cogoon River 
downstream to the upstream extent of the St George Water Supply 
Scheme 

359.1 – 305.0 km 

CBU-10 Washpool, Burraburri and Darr Creek downstream to the 
confluence of Moram and Burraburri Creek  

CBU-11 Nudley Creek – from the confluences of Moram and Burraburri 
Creeks downstream to the confluence of Charleys Creek 31.9– 0.0 km 

CBU-12 Charleys Creek – from the confluence of Stockyard Creek 
downstream to the confluence of Nudley Creek  110.6 – 83.9 km 

CBU-13 Charleys Creek – from the confluence of Nudley Creek 
downstream to the confluence of Dead Mans Gully 83.9 – 58.3 km 

CBU-14 Dead Mans Gully – Brigalow Canaga Road downstream to the 
confluence of Charleys Creek 8.7 – 0.0 km 

CBU-15 Charleys Creek – from the confluence of Dead Mans Gully 
downstream to the Chinchilla Town Weir 58.3 – 19.0 km 

CBU-16 Rocky Creek – from the confluence of Baking Board Creek 
downstream to the confluence of Charleys Creek 12.8 – 0.0 km 

CBU-17 Charleys Creek – from the Chinchilla Town Weir downstream to 
the confluence of the Condamine River 19.0 – 0.0 km 

CBU-18 Branch Creek – from the confluence of Horse Creek downstream 
to the confluence of Charleys Creek  
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Zone Location AMTD 

CBU-22 Maranoa River – from the upstream extent of Water Supply 
Scheme downstream to Neil Turner Weir  229.2 – 222.2 km 

CBU-21 Maranoa River – from Neil Turner Weir downstream to the 
upstream extent of the St George Water Supply Scheme 222.2 – 6.5 km 
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Map 1 Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area zones 
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Sheet CB1 Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area zones CBU-10 to 18 
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Sheet CB2 Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area zones CBU-01 to 3 
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Sheet CB3 Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area zones CBU-04 to 9 
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Sheet CB4 Condamine and Balonne Water Management Area zones CBU-21 to 22 
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Attachment 4(C) Lower Balonne Water Management Area 
Table 1 Description of zones for the Lower Balonne Water Management Area 

Zone Location AMTD 

Balonne River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream to Jack Taylor Weir (includes 
E J Beardmore Dam). 

305.0 – 229.6 km 

LBU-01 
Maranoa River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream confluence of the Maranoa 
River with the Balonne River at AMTD 260.2 km. 

6.5 – 0.0 km 

Balonne River – from Jack Taylor Weir downstream to the 
regulation weirs on the Culgoa and Balonne Minor rivers 229.6 – 163.9 km 

Culgoa River – from the bifurcation of the Balonne River 
downstream to the first regulation weir on the Culgoa River. 163.9 – 162.6 km LBU-02 

Balonne Minor River – from the bifurcation of the Balonne 
River downstream to the first bifurcation weir on the Balonne 
Minor River. 

164.8 – 163.5 km* 

LBU-03 Culgoa River – from the Culgoa River regulator downstream to 
the border of Queensland and New South Wales. 162.6 – 0.0 km 

LBU-04 
Balonne Minor River – from the Balonne Minor River regulator 
downstream to the Bifurcation of the Narran River and Belah 
Creek. 

163.5 – 128.9 km 

LBU-05 
Narran River – from the bifurcation of Balonne Minor River 
downstream to the Queensland and New South Wales border 
including Donnegri Creek and Little Narran. 

80.6 – 0.0 km 

LBU-06 Balonne Minor River – from the bifurcation of Narran River 
downstream to the bifurcation of the Bokhara River. 128.9 – 91.6 km 

LBU-07 Bokhara River – from the bifurcation of the Ballandool River 
downstream to the Queensland and New South Wales border 80.1 – 0.0 km 

LBU-08 Briarie Creek – from the start on the floodplain to the 
Queensland and New South Wales border 55.5 – 0.0 km 

LBU-09 Thuraggi watercourse – from the headworks on E J Beardmore 
Dam downstream to Buckinbah Weir 0.0 – 27.4 km 

LBU-10 Ballandool River – from the bifurcation of the Bokhara River 
downstream to the Queensland and New South Wales border 91.6 – 0.0 km 

* AMTD 164.8 km reflects the upper extent of the Balonne Minor River immediately before its bifurcation from 
the Condamine River at AMTD 163.9 km. 
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Map 1 Lower Balonne Water Management Area zones 
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Sheet LB1 Lower Balonne Water Management Area zones LBU-01, LBU-02 and LBU-09 
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Sheet LB2 Lower Balonne Water Management Area zones LBU-03 to 8 and LBU-10 
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Attachment 4(D) Condamine and Balonne Tributaries 
Water Management Area 

Map 1 Condamine and Balonne Tributaries Water Management Area zones 
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Attachment 5(A) Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme 
zones 

Table 1 Description of zones for the Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme 

Zone Location AMTD 

UCS-01 Sandy Creek – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
Leslie Dam to the confluence with the Condamine River 20.0 – 0.0 km 

UCS-02 Condamine River – from the confluence of Sandy Creek 
downstream to Talgai Weir 1077.9 – 1029.3 km

UCS-03 North Branch Condamine River – from the Yarramalong Diversion 
pipeline outlet downstream to the end of the supplemented section 97.0 – 10.0 km 

UCS-04 Condamine River – from Talgai Weir downstream to Cecil Plains 
Weir 1029.3 – 891.1 km 
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Map 1 Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme zones 
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Attachment 5(B) Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 
zones 

Table 1 Description of zones for the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme 

Zone Location AMTD 

CBS-01 Condamine River – from the upstream extent of Chinchilla Weir 
Water Supply Scheme downstream to Chinchilla Weir 743.6 – 697.0 km 

CBS-02 Condamine River – from Chinchilla Weir downstream to confluence 
of Charleys Creek  697.0 – 690.1 km 

CBS-03 Condamine River – from confluence of Charleys Creek downstream 
to confluence of Wambo Creek 660.8 – 643.7 km 

CBS-04 
Condamine River – from confluence of Wambo Creek downstream 
to the downstream extent of the Chinchilla Weir Water Supply 
Scheme. 

671.0 – 643.7  km
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Map 1 Chinchilla Weir Water Supply Scheme zones 
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Attachment 5(C) Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 
zones 

Table 1 Description of zones for the Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme 

Zone Location AMTD 

MRS-01 Maranoa River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
Neil Turner Weir downstream to Neil Turner Weir 229.2 – 222.2 km 

Map 1 Maranoa River Water Supply Scheme zones 
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Attachment 5(D) St George Water Supply Scheme zones 
Table 1 Description of zones for the St George Water Supply Scheme 

Zone  Location AMTD 

Balonne River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream to Jack Taylor Weir (includes 
E J Beardmore Dam). 

305.0 – 229.6 km 

LBS-01 
Maranoa River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream confluence of the Maranoa 
River with the Balonne River at AMTD 260.2 km. 

6.5 – 0.0 km 

LBS-02 Thuraggi Watercourse – from from the headworks on E J 
Beardmore Dam downstream to Buckinbah Weir. 0.0 – 27.4 km 

LBS-03 Balonne River – from Jack Taylor Weir downstream to AMTD 
197.0 km. 229.6 – 197.0 km 

LBS-04 Balonne River – from AMTD 197.0 km downstream to the 
bifurcation of the Culgoa River and the Balonne Minor River. 197.0 – 164.3 km 
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Map 1 St George Water Supply Scheme zones 
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Attachment 7 Proposed amendment to water 
authorisations in the Lower Balonne 
Water Management Area 

Table 1 Amendments to water licence to take water from Kurray Lagoon – “Kurray” 

Licence details 27353Q 

Licensee Murrumbidgee Cotton Co. Pty. Ltd.  
Stower Holdings Pty. Ltd 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Kurray Lagoon on or adjoining land described as 
Lot 14 on SP132520 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 14 on SP132520 

Purpose Dewatering  

Maximum rate 120 ML/day 

Conditions7 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted when 
water is available at the pump site. 
Water taken under authority of this water licence may be water that has 
naturally entered Kurray Lagoon or water that has been previously taken 
from the Balonne River. 

Works relating to this authority are: 1 x 650 mm pump 

Table 2 Amendments to water licence to take water from Burra Wurra Lagoon – 
“Mooramanna” 

Licence details 49262Q 

Licensee Theodore James Bradstreet  
Alice Bradstreet 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Burra Wurra Lagoon on or adjoining land 
described as Lot 7 on SP156065 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 7 on SP156065 

Purpose Dewatering 

Maximum rate 328 ML/day 

Conditions8 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted when 
water is available at the pump site. 
Water taken under authority of this water licence may be water that has 
naturally entered Burra Wurra Lagoon or water that has been previously 
taken from the Balonne River. 

Works relating to this authority are: 
1 x 355 mm axial flow pump 
1 x 400 mm axial flow pump  
2 x 660 mm pumps 

                                                      
7 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence 
8 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence 
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Table 3 Amendments to water licence to take water from Lake Munya – “Kia Ora” 

Licence details 59344Q 

Licensee Eastern Australia Agriculture Pty Ltd 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Lake Munya on or adjoining land described as 
Lot 12 on SP136684 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 12 on SP136684, Lot 3 on BLM268 
& Lot 4 on BLM268 

Purpose Dewatering 

Maximum rate 520 ML/day 

Conditions9 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted when 
water is available at the pump site. 
Water taken under authority of this water licence may be water that has 
naturally entered Lake Munya or water that has been previously taken from 
the Balonne River. 

Works relating to this authority are: 
1 x 650 mm pump 
2 x 800 mm pumps 

Table 4 Amendments to water licence to take water from Parachute Lagoon – “Kia Ora 
South” 

Licence details 49179WQ 

Licensee Eastern Australia Agriculture Pty Ltd 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Parachute Lagoon on or adjoining land described 
as Lot 7 on BLM365 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 7 on BLM365 

Purpose Dewatering 

Maximum rate 120 ML/day 

Conditions10 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted when 
water is available at the pump site. 
Water taken under authority of this water licence may be water that has 
naturally entered the Parachute Lagoon or water that has been previously 
taken from the Balonne River. 

Works relating to this authority are: 1 x 650 mm pump 

                                                      
9  Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence 
10  Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 173 

Table 5 Amendments to water licence to take water from Blue Lake 1 – “Armett Waters” 

Licence details 54224Q 

Licensee Armett Waters Pty Ltd 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Blue Lake 1 on or adjoining land described as Lot 
13 on RP895251 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 13 on RP895251 

Purpose Dewatering  

Maximum rate 146.9 ML/day 

Conditions11 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted when 
water is available at the pump site. 
Water taken under authority of this water licence may be water that has 
naturally entered the Blue Lake 1 or water that has been previously taken 
from the Balonne River. 

Works relating to this authority are: 1 x 660 mm MFV pump 

 

                                                      
11 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence 
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Attachment 9 New water entitlements granted for 
operations in existence 

Table 1 Water licence to take water from Balonne River for existing works in Kurray 
Lagoon 

Licence details 

Licensee Murrumbidgee Cotton Co. Pty. Ltd.  
Stower Holdings Pty. Ltd 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Balonne River on or adjoining land described as 
Lot 14 on SP132520 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 14 on SP132520 

Purpose Waterharvesting 

Maximum rate See condition 

Conditions12 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted when 
the passing flow at St George Weir during an announced period exceeds 
70 000 ML/day. The maximum rate of take is initially regulated by a 
control in the flood channel when flow exceeds 189.75 m AHD. 
Above 190.25 m AHD the inlet structure regulates the maximum rate of 
take. 

The existing works consist of a large concrete culvert inlet structure 2.1 m high x 6.7 m wide with steel gates in an 
embankment on the western end of Kurray Lagoon. The control is the existing saddle in the flood channel located 
approximately 400 m downstream of the inlet structure. RL 189.75 m AHD relates to the bed level of the flood 
channel at the saddle. 

Table 2 Water licence to take water from Balonne River for existing works in Burra 
Wurra Lagoon 

Licence details 

Licensee Theodore James Bradstreet  
Alice Bradstreet 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Balonne River on or adjoining land described as 
Lot A on AP14841 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 7 on SP156065 

Purpose Waterharvesting 

Maximum rate 233 ML/day 

Conditions13 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted for 
the maximum rates shown below when the passing flow at St George Weir 
during an announced period exceeds 8000 ML/day and the flow level at the 
associated control point is as follows: 233 ML/day at 180.41 m AHD. 

The existing works consist of a gated 900 mm inlet pipe in an embankment on the upstream end of Burra Wurra 
Lagoon. 

                                                      
12  Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
13  Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 3 Water licence to take water from Balonne River for existing works in Blue Lake 1 

Licence details 

Licensee Armett Waters Pty Ltd 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Balonne River on or adjoining land described as 
Lot 13 on RP895251 

Description of land On or adjoining land described as Lot 13 on RP895251 

Purpose Waterharvesting 

Maximum rate 180 ML/day 

Conditions14 The taking of water under authority of this water licence is permitted for 
the maximum rates shown below when the passing flow at St George Weir 
during an announced period exceeds 55 000 ML/day and the flow level at 
the associated control point is as follows: 180 ML/day at pipe invert level 
185.30 m AHD.  

The existing works consist of a gated 750 mm inlet pipe in an embankment on the upstream end of Blue Lake 1 
and a 900 mm inlet-outlet pipe in the common embankment of Blue Lake 1 and 2 

                                                      
14 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Attachment 12 Details of water licences for taking 
overland flow in the Lower Balonne 
Water Management Area 

Table 1 DT, PE, DM and LK Crothers 

Licence details 

Licensee 

Donald Tom Crothers 
Pamela Elizabeth Crothers 
Douglas Martin Crothers 
Lorraine Kaye Crothers 

Authorised activity The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 5 on BLM1003 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 5 on BLM1003, Lot 4 on BLM39 & 
Lot 6 on BLM685 

Maximum rate 124 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions15 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rate and flow condition as follows: 

 124 ML/day at a passing flow of 35 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
9860 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18809. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18809. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 1 x 660 mm centrifugal pump 

                                                      
15 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 2 Cubbie Dirranbandi 1, 2 and 3 and LR and LE Boully 

Licence details 

Licensee 

Cubbie Dirranbandi 1 Pty Ltd 
Cubbie Dirranbandi 2 Pty Ltd 
Cubbie Dirranbandi 3 Pty Ltd 
Leslie Robert Boully 
Leith Ester Boully 

Authorised activity 

The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as 20/BEL53164; 23/BEL53164; 
1/BEL5370; 2/BEL5370; 3/BEL5370; 4/BEL5370; 5/BEL5370; 
12/BEL5373; 13/BEL5373; 14/BEL5373; 15/BEL5373; 16/BEL5373; 
10/SP133008; 1/SP118239; 67/SP129702; 1/SP132531; 2/SP132531; 
3/SP132531; 4/SP132531; 6/SP132531; 7/SP133008 & 8/SP133008 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land 

Attached to the land described as 20/BEL53164; 23/BEL53164; 
1/BEL5370; 2/BEL5370; 3/BEL5370; 4/BEL5370; 5/BEL5370; 
12/BEL5373; 13/BEL5373; 14/BEL5373; 15/BEL5373; 16/BEL5373; 
10/SP133008; 1/SP118239; 67/SP129702; 1/SP132531; 2/SP132531; 
3/SP132531; 4/SP132531; 6/SP132531; 7/SP133008; 8/SP133008, 
2/BLM262; 5/BLM368; 4/BLM695 & 3/BLM963 

Maximum rate 8330 ML/day 

Purpose Any 

Conditions16 
 

The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 
during those periods announced by the chief executive. 
The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows: 
 950 ML/day at a passing flow of 20 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 1095 ML/day at a passing flow of 24 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 1110 ML/day at a passing flow of 26 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 1130 ML/day at a passing flow of 28 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2575 ML/day at a passing flow of 30 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2595 ML/day at a passing flow of 32 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2610 ML/day at a passing flow of 34 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2630 ML/day at a passing flow of 36 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 3580 ML/day at a passing flow of 40 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 4340 ML/day at a passing flow of 48 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 4530 ML/day at a passing flow of 52 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 5480 ML/day at a passing flow of 60 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 6430 ML/day at a passing flow of 70 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 7380 ML/day at a passing flow of 80 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 8330 ML/day at a passing flow of 90 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

                                                      
16  Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Licence details 

Conditions 
continued17 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
462 500 ML at any time. 
Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 
The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18820. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 
Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18820. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 
Lot 3 BEL5370: 

2 x 1500 mm pipes 
1 x 1350 mm pipe 
4 x 660 mm centrifugal pumps 

Lot 5 BEL5370: 
1 x 1800 mm diameter pipe 
1 x 1200 mm diameter pipe 
1 x 660 mm MFV pump 
1 x 810 mm axial flow pump 
1 x 3000 mm diameter pipe 

Lot 10 SP133008: 
5 x 1800 mm diameter pipes 
3 x 3000 mm diameter pipes 
1 x 1800 mm diameter pipe 
2 x 810 mm MFV pumps 
1 x 660 mm centrifugal pump 

Lot 67 SP129702: 
3 x 1800 mm diameter pipes 
7 x 810 mm pumps 

Lot 1 SP118239: 
8 x 1800 mm pipes 
6 x 810 mm pumps 

                                                      
17 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 3 DC, SC and EW Deshon 

Licence details 

Licensee 
Douglas Charles Deshon 
Suzanne Carol Deshon 
Edward William Deshon 

Authorised activity The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 3 on BLM368 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 8 on SP109535, Lot 2 on BLM368, 
Lot 3 on BLM368, Lot 1 on BLM662 & Lot 10 on BLM369 

Maximum rate 323 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions18 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period must be in accordance with the rate and flow condition as follows: 

 323 ML/day at a passing flow of 30 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
14 300 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18822. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18822. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 3 x 660 mm centrifugal pumps 

                                                      
18 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 



Condamine and Balonne resource operations plan 

Page 242 

Table 4 HC and RL Crothers 

Licence details 

Licensee 
Henry Clarence Crothers  
Robyn Lloyd Crothers 

Authorised activity 
The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 1 on SP178719 & Lot 1 on 
AP3741 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 
Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 1 on SP178719 
Maximum rate 84 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions19 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rate and flow condition as follows: 

 84 ML/day at a passing flow of 30 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
6100 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18839. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18839. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 1 x 660 mm centrifugal pump 

                                                      
19 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 5 Pechelba Pty Ltd 

Licence details 

Licensee Pechelba Pty Ltd 

Authorised activity The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 1 on BLM1196 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 
Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 1 on BLM1196 
Maximum rate 360 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions20 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rate and flow condition as follows: 

 360 ML/day at a passing flow of 40 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
15 000 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

Overland flow water may be taken by surge works reference 25454 which 
has a volume of 2390 ML. Water held can be taken outside of an 
announced period after the announced period has ended. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18857. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18857. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 3 x 660 mm centrifugal pumps 

                                                      
20 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 6 Brischetto Investments Pty Ltd 

Licence details 

Licensee Brischetto Investments Pty Ltd 

Authorised activity 
The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 36 on SP211205, Lot 37 on 
SP211205 & Lot 38 on SP211205 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 36 on SP211205, Lot 37 on 
SP211205 & Lot 38 on SP211205 

Maximum rate 95 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions21 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows: 

 95 ML/day at a passing flow of 100 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
1260 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18843. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 1 x 750 mm diameter inlet pipe 

                                                      
21 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 7 Eastern Australia Agriculture Pty Ltd 

Licence details 

Licensee Eastern Australia Agriculture Pty Ltd 

Authorised activity 
The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 1 on BEL5376, Lot 4 on 
BEL5376, Lot 3 on BEL5376, Lot 5 on BEL5375, Lot 1 BLM271 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land 

Attached to the land described as Lot 1 on BLM271, Lot 5 on BLM367, 
Lot 4 on SP129702, Lot 1 on BEL5376, Lot 4 on BEL5376, Lot 3 on 
BEL5376, Lot 5 on BEL5375, Lot 1 on RP67015, Lot 2 on BEL5376, Lot 4 
on SP129702, Lot 6 on BLM367 & Lot 52 on BEL5376 

Maximum rate 2594 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions22 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows: 

 1216 ML/day at a passing flow of 40 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 1435 ML/day at a passing flow of 50 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 1938 ML/day at a passing flow of 60 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2157 ML/day at a passing flow of 70 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2375 ML/day at a passing flow of 80 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2594 ML/day at a passing flow of 90 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
88 600 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

Overland flow water may be taken by surge works reference 23263 which 
has a volume of 28 390 ML. Water held can be taken outside of an 
announced period after the announced period has ended. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18819. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18819. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 
Lot 3 BEL5376: 8 x 660 mm centrifugal pumps 
Lot 4 BEL5376: 2 x 660 mm centrifugal pumps 
Lot 1 BEL5376: 2 x 1000 mm axial flow pumps 
Lot 1 BLM271: 6 x 810 mm centrifugal pumps 
Lot 5 BLM367: 1 x 2200 mm pipe 
Lot 1 RP67015: 1 x 1800 mm pipe 
Lot 5 BEL375: 1 x 1400 mm pipe 

                                                      
22 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 8 Culgoa Cotton Pty Ltd 

Licence details 

Licensee Culgoa Cotton Pty Ltd 

Authorised activity 
The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 7 on BEL5352, Lot 1 on 
SP192334 & Lot 2 on SP192334 

Expiry Date 1st September 2014 

Description of Land Attached to the land described as Lot 7 on BEL5352, Lot 1 on SP192334 & 
Lot 2 on SP192334 

Maximum Rate 11 399 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions23 
 

The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 
during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows. 

The take of floodwater from the Culgoa River under authority of this water 
licence is permitted for the maximum rates shown below when the passing 
flow at St George Weir during an announced period exceeds 
30 000 ML/day and the flow level at the associated control point 1 is as 
follows: 

 19 ML/day at 141.19 m AHD; 
 162 ML/day at 142.03 m AHD; 
 627 ML/day at 142.63 m AHD; 
 1244 ML/day at 143.23 m AHD; 
 1814 ML/day at 143.83 m AHD; 
 1852 ML/day at 144.43 m AHD; 
 2536 ML/day at 145.43 m AHD; 
 4581 ML/day at 147.3 m AHD. 

The take of floodwater from the Culgoa River under authority of this water 
licence is permitted for the maximum rates shown below when the passing 
flow at St George Weir during an announced period exceeds 
45 000 ML/day and the flow level at the associated control point 2 is as 
follows: 

 105 ML/day at 142.03 m AHD; 
 200 ML/day at 142.43 m AHD; 
 779 ML/day at 143.03 m AHD; 
 1074 ML/day at 143.43 m AHD; 
 1159 ML/day at 144.03 m AHD;  
 1691 ML/day at 145.03 m AHD; 

 2004 ML/day at 145.6 m AHD. 

                                                      
23 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Licence details 

Conditions 
continued24 

The take of floodwater from the Briarie River under authority of this water 
licence is permitted for the maximum rates shown below when the passing 
flow at St George Weir during an announced period exceeds 
50 000 ML/day and the flow level at the associated control point 3 is as 
follows: 
 522 ML/day at 143 m AHD; 
 1520 ML/day at 143.5 m AHD; 
 2660 ML/day at 144 m AHD; 
 3714 ML/day at 144.7 m AHD. 
The take of water from the Ballandool River under authority of this water 
licence is permitted for the maximum rates shown below when the passing 
flow at St George Weir during an announced period exceeds 
60 000 ML/day and the flow level at the associated control points 4 & 5 are 
as follows: 
 14 ML/day at 146.2 m AHD; 
 485 ML/day at 146.6 m AHD; 
 875 ML/day at 147 m AHD; 
 1100 ML/day at 147.4 m AHD. 
The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
90 500 ML at any time. 
Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 
Overland flow water may be taken by surge works reference 24215 which 
has a volume of 11 440 ML. Water held can be taken outside of an 
announced period after the announced period has ended. 
The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18807. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 
Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18807. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 
Lot 1 SP192334: 5 x 660 mm MFV pumps 
Lot 2 SP192334: 2 x 660 mm MFV pumps 
Lot 7 BEL5352: 

2 x 660 mm MFV pumps 
1 x 1500mm pipe 

Lot 1 SP192334: 
1 x 3000 mm pipe 
2 x 2500 mm pipes 
1 x 1800 mm pipe 

Lot 2 SP192334: 1 x 1500 mm pipe 

                                                      
24  Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 9 DW Carson and CD Carson 

Licence details 

Licensee 
David William Carson 
Catherine Diana Carson 

Authorised activity The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 2 on SP211204 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 
Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 1 on SP211204 & Lot 2 on SP211204 
Maximum rate 595 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions25 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows: 

 124 ML/day at 30 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 428 ML/day at 35 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 595 ML/day at 40 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
9820 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist in at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18827. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18827. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 
2 x 1200 mm diameter gated pipes 
1 x 900 mm diameter gated pipe 

                                                      

25 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 10 Eastern Australia Agriculture Pty Ltd 

Licence details 

Licensee Eastern Australia Agriculture Pty Ltd 

Authorised activity 
The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 1 on BLM267 & Lot 12 on 
SP136684 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land 

Attached to the land described as Lot 1 on BLM267 & Lot 12 on 
SP136684, Lot2 on BLM267, Lot 6 on BLM267, Lot3 on BLM268, Lot 4 
on BLM 268, Lot 5 on BLM268, Lot 8 on BLM931, Lot 9 on BLM364, 
Lot 10 on BLM364 & Lot 21 on BEL53109 

Maximum rate 7410 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions26 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows: 

 475 ML/day at 30 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 950 ML/day at 40 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 1900ML/day at 50 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 2850 ML/day at 60 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 3800 ML/day at 80 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 4750 ML/day at 100 000 ML/day at St George Weir; 
 7410 ML/day at 120 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
116 100 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18831. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18831. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 
Lot 12 SP136684: 1 x 1200 mm diameter inlet pipe 
Lot 1 BLM267: 3 x 4000 mm inlet pipes 

                                                      
26  Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 11 HT Siddins and RG Siddins 

Licence details 

Licensee 
Harold Thomas Siddins 
Robyn Gaye Siddins 

Authorised activity 
The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 1 on BEL5360, Lot 3 on 
BEL5360 & Lot 2 on BLM987 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land Attached to the land described as, Lot 1 on BEL5360, Lot 3 on BEL5360, 
Lot 2 on BLM987 & Lot 1 on PER207610 

Maximum rate 751 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions27 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows: 

 380 ML/day at 60 000 ML/day at St George Weir 
 751 ML/day at 80 000 ML/day at St George Weir 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
19 400 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18836. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18836. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 
Lot 1 BEL5360: 

2 x 650 mm centrifugal pumps 
1 x 800 mm pump 

Lot 2 BLM987: 1 x 650 mm centrifugal pumps 
Lot 3 BEL5360: 1 x 800 mm pump 

                                                      
27 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 12 LJ Pola and SF Pola 

Licence details 

Licensee Laurence James Pola 
Silvia Frances Pola 

Authorised activity The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 10 on SP108587 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 
Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 9 on BLM985 & Lot 10 on SP108587 
Maximum rate 114 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions28 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 

The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rate and flow condition as follows: 

 114 ML/day at 4000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
8360 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

Overland flow water may be taken by surge works reference 25700 which 
has a volume of 1700 ML. Water held can be taken outside of an 
announced period after the announced period has ended. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist in at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18833. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18833. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 1 x 660 mm centrifugal pump. 

                                                      
28 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 13 McIntyre Cotton Pty Ltd 

Licence details 
Licensee McIntyre Cotton Pty Ltd 

Authorised activity The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 4 on BLM1021 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 

Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 1 AP5787, Lot 1 on AP5788, Lot 4 
on BLM1021 & Lot 5 BLM284 

Maximum rate 108 ML/day 
Purpose Any 
Conditions29 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 

during those periods announced by the chief executive. 
The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rate and flow condition as follows: 
 108 ML/day at 15 000 ML/day at St George Weir. 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
6830 ML at any time. 
Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 
The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18817. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 
Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18817. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 3000 mm diameter gated pipe 

                                                      
29 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Table 14 Sunvalli Agricultural Pty Ltd 

Licence details 

Licensee Sunvalli Agricultural Pty Ltd 

Authorised activity The taking of overland flow water from the Lower Balonne Water 
Management Area on land described as Lot 2 BEL53140 

Expiry date 1st September 2014 
Description of land Attached to the land described as Lot 2 BEL53140 
Maximum rate 352 ML/day 
Purpose Any 

Conditions30 The take of water under the authority of this licence is permitted only 
during those periods announced by the chief executive. 
The take of water under the authority of this licence during an announced 
period is in accordance with the rates and flow conditions as follows: 
 124 ML/day at 80 000 ML/day at St George Weir (Balonne Minor 
River); 
 114 ML/day at 18 000 ML/day at St George Weir (Belah Creek); 
 228 ML/day at 36 000 ML/day at St George Weir (Belah Creek). 

The volumetric limit for taking water under the authority of this licence is 
12082 ML at any time. 

Water taken under the authority of this water licence is managed under an 
instantaneous volumetric limit water sharing rule. 

The take of overland flow water under the authority of this licence is 
limited by works upstream of the associated control points for overland 
flow diversion works that exist at the locations on Administrative 
Plan 18851. No alterations may be made upstream of these works that 
would increase the volume of overland flow reaching the control points. 

Water taken under the authority of this licence must only be stored on the 
land shown on Administrative Plan 18851. 

Associated works to take overland flow water: 
Belah Creek: 2 x 660 mm centrifugal pumps 
Balonne Minor River: 1500 mm diameter gated pipe 

                                                      
30 Additional conditions may be specified on the issued water licence. 
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Attachment 13 Interim water allocation not converted to 
a water allocation 

Interim water allocation details 

Reference UCIP_NRM 

Holder The State of Queensland represented by the Department of Natural 
Resources and Water. 

Authorised activity The taking of water from Condamine River (surrendered to the state). 

Authorised purpose Agriculture 

Description of land Not attached to land 

Water service provider SunWater – Upper Condamine Water Supply Scheme 

Nominal entitlement  163 megalitres per water year – medium priority 
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Attachment 14 Pump sizes and maximum rates 
Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 

Pump Size (mm) Maximum rate (ML/day) Maximum rate (ML/day) 

32 0.5  

40 1  

50 2.2  

65 3.9  

80 5.6  

100 7.3  

125 7.3  

150 12.1  

200 15.6  

250 21.6  

300 25.9  

350 34.6  

375 to 400 43.2  

500 47.5 70 

600 to 610 86.4 120 

660 120  

700 to 720 150 200 

750 to 770 180 220 

780 to 810 200 235 
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Attachment 15 Scheme details for the distribution 
operations licence for the Thuraggi 
Watercourse 

Table 1 Use of watercourses for distribution 

Zone Location AMTD 

Balonne River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream to Jack Taylor Weir (includes 
E J Beardmore Dam). 

305.0 – 229.6 km 

LBU-01 
Maranoa River – from the upstream extent of the ponded area of 
E J Beardmore Dam downstream confluence of the Maranoa 
River with the Balonne River at AMTD 260.2 km. 

6.5 – 0.0 km 

LBU-09 
Thuraggi Watercourse – from the bifurcation of Thuraggi 
Watercourse from Balonne River at AMTD 251.8 km 
downstream to Buckinbah Weir. 

0.0 – 27.4 km 

Infrastructure associated with the distribution operations licence for the Thuraggi 
Watercourse 
Table 2 Thuraggi Watercourse diversion works – Thuraggi Watercourse at AMTD 

0.0 Km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Mass concrete 

Gates Vertical lift gates 

River inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works Two 1500 mm x 1500 mm box culverts in left bank wing wall of 
E J Beardmore Dam. Inlet controlled by two 1525 mm x 1525 mm 
Armco gates. 

Cease to flow level Inlet EL 199.50 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics An estimated maximum of 1300 ML/day can be released with both 
gates open and the storage at FSL. 

Fish transfer system 

Description of works None installed 

Table 3 Moolabah Weir – Thuraggi Watercourse at AMTD 14.8 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Earth filled embankment with RC faced earth filled spillway. 

Full supply level EL 202.25 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 197.67 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridams Nil 

Gates Vertical slide gates 

Storage volume and surface area 
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Full supply volume 2580 ML (The storage volume at the design full supply level of EL 
202.25 m AHD is 3950 ML.) 

Minimum operating volume 440 ML 

Storage curves / tables Drawing number F37799 

Spillway arrangement:  

Description of works Earth filled spillway with concrete facing on crest, downstream 
slope and apron with 1220 mm of concrete on upstream side of 
crest. 

Spillway levels EL 202.25 m AHD 

Spillway width 122 m 

Discharge Characteristics Unavailable 

Inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works Outlet works: 2 x 1525 mm pipes controlled by vertical sluice gates 
set in reinforced concrete outlet structure, which is 4880 mm wide x 
3505 mm long with 45º wing walls extending 3965 mm on either 
side. 

Multi level off-takes Single level off-take only 

Levels Invert of outlet pipe: EL 197.12 m AHD 
Sill of inlet structure is EL 197.67 m AHD 

Cease to Flow Level EL 197.67 m  AHD 

Discharge characteristics Estimated maximum discharge capacity is 1400 ML/day with both 
gates open  

Fish transfer systems 

Description of works None installed 

Table 4 Buckinbah Weir and diversion works to Buckinbah Main Channel – Thuraggi 
Watercourse at AMTD 27.4 km 

Description of water infrastructure 

Description  Earth filled embankment. 

Full supply level EL 198.44 m AHD 

Minimum operating level EL 194.93 m AHD 

Saddle dam(s) Nil 

Fabridams Nil 

Gates Vertical slide gates 

Storage volume and surface area 

Full supply volume 5120 ML 

Minimum operating volume 780 ML 

Storage curves/tables Drawing number F37881  

Spillway arrangement  

Description of works Grassed two level spillway 
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Spillway levels Primary spillway: 198.44 m AHD 
Secondary spillway: 199.2 m AHD 

Spillway width Primary spillway: 244 m wide 
Secondary spillway: 610 m wide 

Discharge characteristics Unavailable 

Inlet/outlet works and diversion works 

Description of works Buckinbah Off-take Regulator and Buckinbah Pump Station:  
Reinforced concrete structure with walkway located between the 
Buckinbah Weir storage and Buckinbah Main Channel. Works have 
4 x 1830 mm x 1830 mm penstock gates installed. Structure 
integrated with pump station (four pumps). Inlet and off-take works 
are the same structure. 
Trash racks installed. 

Multi level off-takes Single level off-take only 

Levels Invert of gate EL 196.30 m AHD 

Cease to flow level EL 194.93 m AHD 

Discharge characteristics Maximum of approximately 480 ML/day with all four pumps in 
operation and gates fully open. 

Fish transfer systems 

Description of works None installed 
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